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Dedication 
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O THE MEMORY OF THE MEN OF 
TODMORDEN WHO GAVE THEIR 
LIVES FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE IN 
THE WAR OF 1914-1018, AND TO ALL 
FROM THIS BOROUGH WHO SERVED 
AND SUFFERED IN THE SAME GREAT 
CAUSE TO SAVE THIS COUNTRY AND 
THE WORLD FROM THE DOMINATION 
OF AN ARROGANT DESPOTISM. 


See ye tott that their service and 
sacrifice are ever remembered in 
honour and gratitude. 
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Foreword. 


HIS voiume recording the part which Todmorden has taken in the 

Great War of 1914-1918, has been compiled at: the request of members 

of the Local War Memorial Committee. The task which the writer has 
undertaken is to tell a plain unvarnished story of the war efforts and 
achievements, the sufferings and sacrifices, of the inhabitants of a com- 
paratively small town of 25,000 inhabitants, and to reflect as faithfully as may 
be the impression which the stupendous, world-shaking events arising out 
of the War made upon the mind and imagination of the people who lived 
through those anxious times. 


Many things which might have been of interest to some have had to be 
omitted owing to limitations of space, and probably many things which ought 
to have been included have been inadvertently overlooked. As in all such 
compilations the difficulty has been to decide just what to include and what 
to exclude. The mass of material available has been so considerable that the 
difficulty has been what to leave out rather than what to put in. In a com- 
pilation covering so many different phases of activity it 1s hardly possible for 
one writer to avoid many mistakes, both of omission and commission, and 
for any defects which may be found in the record the writer can only offer his 
apologies. 


Tt might be thought by some that a record of events which occurred so 
recently, and which are so painfully impressed upon the mind of this 
veneration, was somewhat unnecessary; but the, compilation has been made 
mainly for the benefit of future generations, that they may know what 
Todmorden did and suffered in this greatest of all wars. Much of the material 
from which the record is compiled will be found embedded in the files of the 
local Press published during the years of war; but it was felt desirable that 
the story should be put into a more concise and accessible form while there 
were those still living who had been in actual contact with the events. 


IDS 


A OREWORD. 


The writer is indebted to many friends for help and suggestions in the 
compilation of the volume, especially to the otficers of the local detachments 
of the 6th Batt. Lancashire Fusiliers, for details of their various campaigns 
not hitherto published. It has not been found possible in all cases to 
acknowledge the author's indebtedness to the writers of the verses quoted, or 
to the photographers whose pictures have been used, the sources. in many cases 
being unknown. It is hoped that this general acknowledgment will suffice, 
but exception should be made in the case of Mr. Enoch Horsfall, Mr. E. 
Clapham, Mr. Norman Eyre, and Miss Westerman, who have kindly allowed 
the free use of many local views and photographs. ‘To all who have assisted 
in any way the writer extends his grateful thanks. 


Acai 


Stoodley Pike. 


A PEACE MONUMENT. Erected by Public Subscription. 
Commenced in 1814 to commemorate the surrender of Paris, following the Napoleonic 
Wars, and finished after the Battle of Waterloo, when Peace was established in 1815, 
The first Pike fell on the day the Russian Ambassador left London before the 
declaration of war with Russia in 1854, and was rebuilt when peace was restored in 
1856. 


x. 


r. THe Mayores 


(Mrs. R. Jackson). 2. Tue Mayor (Ald. R. Jackson, J.P.)} Photos by E. Clapham. 
3. THe Town Crerk (Mr. H. Garratt), Photo by Lafayette. 4. Ald, W. OrMeRop, J.P., C.C. (Deputy Mayor, 1914-1919), 
‘ Photo by Davey & Sons, Harrogate. 


Todmorden and the Great War. 


CHAPTER I. 


Farerut Days.—THE OUTBREAK OF War. 


of crisis and grave danger, but perhaps never before was this country 

faced by such dire peril as that which threatened it in the early days of 
August, 1914. The only periods in our history for nearly a thousand years 
when the danger was anything like comparable was in the case of the 
threatened invasion by Napoleon at the beginning of last century, and the 
attempted invasion by the Spanish Armada in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; 
but it is questionable if the menace was as great on either occasion as in the 
case of the German threat. 


| N our long and eventful history as a nation there have been many periods 


The full story of the Great War has been told from many points of view 
in countless volumes published in this and in other countries. The special 
object of this volume is to put on record the part which Todmorden took in 
the great struggle. It is a record of which any town might well be proud: a 
record of loyalty to our country’s cause, of heroism andi self-sacrifice on the 
blood-stained field and on the treacherous deep, and of generosity and patient 
endurance at home. 


TODMORDEN AND THE GREAT WAR. 


When the war cloud burst in the opening days of August, 1914, few 
people realised how formidable was the task which the nation and empire 
had undertaken, or the terrible suffering and sacrifice it would entail upon all 
sections of the community. An uneasy sensation was created by Lord 
Kitchener’s statement in Parliament on the outbreak of hostilities that he was 
preparing his plans for a three years’ war. Most people thought that that 
was to put the worst possible construction upon the situation, the general 
impression being that the struggle could not last more than about six months. 


When war seemed imminent there were many in this country, and not a 
few in Todmorden, who thought that we as a nation should keep clear of the 
conflict.. The issue was felt to be somewhat remote. Britain seemed to have 
small concern in the murder of an Austrian Arch-duke in a far-off Serbian 
town: but very tew people in those early days had realised the real ambitions 
and designs of Germany, or knew how carefully for many years she had been 
maturing her plans for another great war of conquest as soon as a pretext could 
be found. That pretext was found in the Sarajevo assassinations. 


On the Ist August, while the issue seemed still hanging in the balance, 
the streets of Todmorden were filled with the usual Saturday night crowds, and 
the European crisis was deemed hardly more important as a subject of 
discussion) than Todmorden’s prospects of winning the Lancashire League Cup 
or the proposed Sunday opening of the Free Library newsroom, subjects which 
were just then occupying public attention. Sunday morning’s news was a 
little more disquieting, and the congregations at Churches and Chapels were 
exhorted to pray that England might be spared the awful) calamity of war. 
In the evening the town was thrown into a fever of excitement by the issue of 
a special edition of the Sunday papers reporting—without foundation, as it 
turned out later—a Naval engagement in the North Sea. Many people waited 
till the last possible moment on Sunday night to try to gain more definite 
information. None came, and morning brought no confirmation of the rumour, 
but made public the disquieting news that Germany had sent ultimatums to 
Russia and France. 


The first official communication received in Todmorden calling for 
definite action in connection with the threatened outburst, was a telegram 
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OUTBREAK OF WAR. 


received on Sunday afternoon, the 2nd August, by Mr. Thompson, the local 
station master, to the following effect :— ‘‘ Naval Reserves mobilised. Honour — 
rarrants, and give every facility for transit.” On the following morning 
Mr. Taylor, the local postmaster, received instructions that the Post Office 
was to remain open all night until further notice for telegraphic business. 
Monday evening’s papers, with reports of Sir Edward Grey’s speech! in 
Parhament, provided official news of England’s attitude in relation to the 
crisis, and the opinion was freely expressed that our hope of remaining neutral 
was now practically at an end. The streets were crowded with excited groups, 
discussing the situation, especially its possible effect on the nation’s trade 
Two or three mills had already taken the precaution of closing down for the 
Monday, and some for the Tuesday as well. 


At the Drill Hall on Monday, the Sergeant-Instructor was besieged with 
inquiries as to the possible movements of the local Territorials, it having been 
rumoured that they were destined for Limerick. It was also stated that the 
Ambulance Corps had received orders to go to Cork, but neither of these 
supposed orders was confirmed by subsequent events. Tuesday morning’ saw 
the excitement approaching fever heat, and a requisition, extensively signed, 
was presented to the Mayor asking for a Town’s Meeting, with a view to 
urging the Government to maintain neutrality. Events moved so rapidly, 
however, that by tea time on Tuesday practically all doubts had been removed 


as to the ultimate outcome of the situation. The invasion of Belgian territory 
by German troops made it impossible for us to keep clear of the struggle. 
Mobilisation orders arrived, and the Drill Hall was for the time being the 
centre of attraction, although the utmost that could be ascertained was that 
the officers had been instructed to proceed to Rochdale to receive orders, and 
that the Territorials and the National Reserve were to parade at the Drill Hall 
next morning. On Wednesday morning the news of the declaration of war 
with Germany brought matters to a head, and at breakfast time excited crowds 
assembled in the vicinity of the Drill Hall, while the Territorials, in service 
khaki, and with kits ready packed, were being passed in for medical 
inspection. 


TODMORDEN AND THE GREAT WAR. 


On 5th August, Dr. J. Lawson Russell received a telegram asking how 
many members of the local Ambulance Brigade were prepared to join the 
R.A.M.C. for active service, and 26 men at once volunteered. The projected 
Town’s Meeting to consider the European situation was abandoned. There 
was panic buying at the shops: flour went up 3d. a stone, and the price of 
bread advanced by a halfpenny a loaf. A number of local Reservists— 
ex-Army men—left Todmorden to rejoin their regiments, and on the Friday 
morning the Territorials, after attending divine service at the Parish Church, 
left for Rochdale amid scenes of great excitement and enthusiasm. The 
following evening—Saturday—a peace meeting was held at the Co-operative 
Hall, promoted by local Socialists, and supported by several Nonconformist 
ministers. The meeting attracted little attention. and its purpose was generally 
disapproved. On the Sunday references to the War were made in all the local 
Churches and Chapels, and\ people were exhorted to take things calmly and 
seriously. 


A good many Todmorden tourists were on the Continent—in France, 
Germany, and Switzerland—when the war cloud burst, and some had exciting 
experiences in their eager rush home before the fighting actually began. 
Happily all got safely back before the frontiers were closed. 


The progress of subsequent events will be fully detailed in later chapters 
from many points of view. 


‘CHAPTER LL 


THe KALErposcoPpE oF WAR. 


which events tollowed each other—how different phases of the Wat 

occupied public attention for a time, and one after another passed 
away, giving place to others. The centre of interest was constantly changing. 
One phase of the War came into prominent—sometimes suddenly, sometimes 
gradually, and occupied the centre of the stage for a few weeks or months; then, 
like a picture on a lantern screen, it dissolved imperceptibly away, and was soon 
almost forgotten by the public as some other aspect came into. focus. 


() NE of the striking peculiarities of the War was the kaleidoscopic way in 


On the declaration of war the main interest was centred for the time 
being in the mobilisation of the Territorials, Ambulance men, and Reservists, 
and, their despatch to various fields of service. The future of the cotton trade 
aroused considerable anxiety for a time, and it was curious how far out in their 
reckoning most of the prophets were in this respect. The general opinion was 
that trade would be paralysed, leading to a period of great privation ; but these 
fears were soon found to be without foundation. Work was more abundant, 
and wages higher, in most trades, than ever before, due partly to the scarcity 
of labour, but more particularly to the grant of increased wages to meet the 
higher cost of living. In anticipation of the expected hard times, Rehef 
Committees were appointed and Relief Funds opened, and a movement was 
organised for the feeding of necessitous School children. This latter move- 
ment grew to such dimensions that for the week ending 25th September the 
number of children being supplied with free meals was 560; but by the following 
January conditions had so far altered that the number of so-called necessitous 
children on the books had fallen to eleven. 

In the first months of the War local interest was centred largely in the 
movements of the local Territorials, the reports of the earlier casualties, and 
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the letters received from local men with the fighting forces. About the middle 
of October the interest was diverted by the arrival in Todmorden of the first 
batch of Belgian refugees, and the coming of fresh batches kept the interest 
alive until about the end of the year, when attention was directed into other 
channels. 


During the first few months of the War the keenest interest was manifested 
in the published lists of the men, who were flocking voluntarily to the Colours. 
Weekly records were published of the new enlistments, and Rolls of Honour 
were prepared by Schools, Clubs, and other institutions, which were only too 
anxious to show their pride in the gallant young men who thus came forward 
to offer themselves in the service of their King and country. By the end of 
1914 the rush of voluntary recruits had fallen off, and fervent appeals at 
enlistment meetings met with but feeble response. 


About the middle of November, the tragic side of the war was brought 
forcibly home by the arrival of a batch of wounded soldiers at Centre Vale 
Hospital, and the thrilling stories of these men, and of those who succeeded 
them, were for a time the main topic of interest. 

Throughout the winten of 1914-15 much interest was manifested in the 
letters received from the Todmorden Territorials now in training in Egypt— 
describing their visits to the Pyramids and the Sphinx, and their accounts, 
naive and graphic, of life and scenes in Cairo. Then, in May, came the news 
of their departure for Gallipoli, and few realised what a dread chapter in the 
War was being opened so far as our local boys were concerned The news of 
the first casualties came as a shock, and as these were repeated week by week 
the terrible tragedy of war began to be realised. Throughout the summer and 
autumn the sad record of losses, in killed and wounded, of bright young fellows 
who had gone out with such keen ardour and with dauntless courage. 


The next chapter in the sad story was the dribblng back home of those wha 
had been wounded or discharged as unfit for further service. As winter 
approached, the operations in Gallipoli slackened, and finally about the end of 
the year our forces were withdrawn from the Peninsula, and returned to Egypt. 
and thus closed one of the darkest chapters in, our local annals, but one 


illumined by stories of heroism and self-sacrifice unsurpassed in the whole 
record of the War. 


KALEIDOSCOPE OF WAR. 


As the summer of 1915 advanced the call for men became more and more 
insistent. A Local Recruiting Committee was formed, and recruiting meetings 
were held. In August the National Register was compiled, and this was 
followed in November by a personal canvass for recruits, but the response was 
not encouraging. Then came Lord Derby’s Group System, and for a while 
this formed the main subject of interest and attention. Towards the end of 
1915 this system reached its culmination. In the last few days there was a 
tremendous rush for attestation, and there were some exciting scenes at the 
Drill Hall, the officials, who were all voluntary helpers, being kept busy on 
the last days until after midnight. In January, 1916, came the calling up of 
the first groups, and this for the time being was the main centre of interest. 
Still the cry was for more men, and the first Military Service Act was passed. 


Karly in 1916 the Military Service Tribunals began their sittings. For 
a time the sittings were held in private, but presently the Government ordered 
them, to be thrown open to the Press. he first sitting to which reporters were 
admitted was held on the 22nd February, 1916. Right on almost, until the 
signing of the Armistice in November, 1918, the Tribunals continued their 
difficult task, and the mingled pathos and comedy of the published reports of 
the proceedings were followed with the keenest interest, until the novelty wore 
off, when they ceased to attract much attention. 

Many other phases of the War aroused interest from time to time, such 
as the drink and lighting restrictions, dramatic episodes abroad lke the 
rebellion in South Africa, and the still more serious rebellion in Ireland, the 
entry of fresh combatants into the conflict—Turkey and Bulgaria on the side 
of our enemies, and Italy, Roumania, and finally America, on the side of the 
Entente, and the loss to the Allied cause through the defection of Russia, 
consequent on the anti-monarchist revolution of 1917. 


For some months the question of War Savings and War Loans loomed 
large, but soon passed into the background, and gave place to other phases. 


With the commencement of the unrestricted submarine warfare early in 
1917, a new peril forced itself upon the notice of the country; the question of 
the nation’s food supply and the problem of food production became acute— 
“the all-important problem of potatoes,” as the Mayor aptly phrased it on one 
occasion. This brought into being the Local Food Control Committee, with 
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rationing schemes for butter and margarine, sugar and meat, the issue of 
ration books, great scarcity of many kinds of food, and rapidly increasing 
prices, war-time cookery lectures, butter and margarine queues, and protest 
meetings against food prices. This phase continued with varying degrees of 
intensity until the close of the War, and after. 

In 1918 the fuel and lighting problem became acute. A Local Coal Control] 
Committee was appointed, and a system of rationing of coal, gas and electricity 
instituted. 


To meet the increased cost of living, wages in nearly all trades advanced 
by leaps and bounds, until, generally speaking, the pre-war rates of pay were 
more than doubled, and yet it was impossible in most cases to keep pace with 
increasing prices. About the only case in which prices were restricted tc 
pre-war rates was in house rents, a state of things which was continued for 
more than eighteen months after the fighting had ceased, when an Act of 
Parliament was passed which permitted an increase of about 30 per cent. in 
houses up to a specified rental 


As the War dragged on its weary length the number of discharged and 
disabled men gradually increased. In June, 1917, a local branch was formed 
of the National Association of Discharged and Demobilised Sailors and Soldiers, 
and public attention began to be directed to the claims of the disabled men, 
whose pensions and allowances, it was generally agreed, were entirely 
inadequate. This led to the appointment of Local War Pensions Committees 
throughout the country. The meetings were at first held in camera, but later 
they were thrown open to the Press. The first open meeting of the Todmorden 
Committee was held in January, 1918. The public exposure of the grievances 
of the disabled men led to increased scales of allowance and to improvement 
in their condition generally. The Local Committee was disbanded early in 
1922, when the work was transferred to a district committee sitting at Halifax. 

In March, 1918, the Germans began their great advance for the capture 
of Paris and the Channel Ports, and during the succeeding months the local 
casualties were heavier than at any preceding period of the War. Another 
phase which now began to attract public attention was the large number of 
local men reported as prisoners of war, and many efforts were made during 
the summer for the Prisoners of War Fund which had been commenced by the 
local Press. 
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The news of the signing of the Armistice on the llth November, 1918, 
was the occasion of great public rejoicings. The work of demobilisation now 
commenced, and the town began to assume something like its pre-war 
appearance. There was still much inconvenience owing to the scarcity of 
food and coal, and much industrial unrest owing to strikes and disputes in 
many branches of industry. 


Enthusiastic scenes were witnessed at the Peace Celebrations held on 
Monday, 4th August, 1919, the fifth anniversary of the outbreak of war. The 
celebrations were continued on the 13th September with a treat to the 
discharged and demobilised men of the borough, and with a similar treat a 
fortnight later to the relatives of those who had fallen in the War. 


On the anniversary of Armistice Day (11th November, 1919), at eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, Todmorden, in accordance with the expressed wish 
of the King, paid its tribute to the glorious dead by suspending all work and 
observing silence for a period of two minutes. The stoppage of the traffic in 
the roads and on the railways, and of machinery in mills, and the motionless 
silence which was everywhere observed, constituted a most impressive and 
unprecedented tribute. The “ Last Post’? was sounded, and services were 
held in several of the local Churches. A very similar programme was carried 
through with equally impressive effect on 11th November, 1920, when the 
Cenotaph in Whitehall, London, was formally unveiled by the King, and the 
body ‘of an “ Unknown Warrior ” was interred with solemn rites in Westminster 
Abbey. 

The last act m the drama was the movement for the Local War Memorial 
Scheme, and the opening of the outside Memorial in Centre Vale Park. 


9 


‘PIGL ‘Isnsny WIZ ‘WeH Md 24 SUAS] S[eIAOWIIA] [e207 


CHAPTER III. 


Tue SrxtuH Barrarion LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS. 


MOBILISATION AND TRAINING. 


“To whom the call of King and Country rang 
So clearly forth, that instantly they rose, 
And bore them bravely.” 


and the one which came nearest home to the heart of the Todmorden 

people, was that which concerned the doings of the Local Territorial 
Force—the 6th Battalion of the Lancashire Fusiliers—and especially their 
connection with the ill-starred Gallipoli Campaign, in which they played so 
conspicuous and heroic a part. <A larger number of Todmorden men were 
spread over other units of Hisi Majesty’s Forces, but the fact that the local 
companies were all Todmorden lads made a special appeal to the interest and 
sympathy of their own townspeople. 


() NE of the saddest yet proudest chapters in the local story of the War, 


The Volunteer movement was established in Todmorden in the year 1877, 
and during the whole period of its existence it had maintained a creditable 
record in the Battalion. On the passing of the Territorial Forces Act, 1908, 
the Volunteers ‘were superseded by the Territorial Force, and at the outbreak 
of war there were two companies of the 6th Batt. Lancashire Fusiliers 
(Territorial Force) in Todmorden, under the command respectively of Captain 
(afterwards Lieut.-Colonel) J. J. Gledhill and Captain (afterwards Major) 
R. H. Barker. The total number of men enrolled was about 200, drawn from 
various ranks and callings in civil life. Although it was understood when they 
enlisted that they would be liable to be called upon for national defence in 
case of necessity, it was not anticipated that they would ever be called upon 
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to face such a terrible ordeal as they were destined to undergo during the 
Great War, and in which they acquitted themselves with so much distinction. 
When it became apparent that war was inevitable they expected to be called 
upon, probably for home service or garrison duty abroad; but there was no 
thought that they would be called upon to play the prominent part they did 
in several of the principal theatres of war. 


On the declaration of war notices were posted stating that directions had 
been given for embodying the Territorial Force, and that all men belonging 
to such force were to report immediately to Headquarters. On the afternoon 
of the 4th August, Captain Gledhill received a telegram ordering the local 
officers to report at Rochdale at once. They proceeded there the same 
afternoon, and were met by Lord Rochdale, who told them they were in for 
no picnic, but for at least a three years’ war. Later the same evening all the 
officers and most of the men of the two local companies attended at the Drill 
Hall in Raglan Street, and a number of additional recruits were enrolled. 
Orders were issued for the two companies to attend at eight o’clock next 
morning for medical examination. The men attended, as directed, in full 
service kit, and were medically examined by Surgeon-Colonel C. W. Thorp, 
assisted by Doctors Harold Thorp, J. de Ville Mather and V. Southwell. <A 
large crowd assembled to watch the proceedings, and great excitement 
prevailed, while the men themselves were in high spirits at the prospect of 
active service. By Wednesday evening the detachment had completed its 
mobilisation; every man had answered his name. The total number mobilised 
in the two companies was 198, and.253 others came in who had terminated their 
engagement, making a total of 221. ,Many others were anxious to join, but 
orders had been received that no recruits were to be taken for the time being, 
only trained men being required. 


Friday, the 7th August, 1914, saw the departure of the local detachment 
from the town. The officers and men of the two companies paraded at the 
Drill Hall shortly before eleven o'clock in the forenoon, and marched to the 
Parish Church for divine service. The Mayor (Ald. R. Jackson) and Captain 
Gledhill led the company, and the other officers present were Captain Barker, 
and Ineutenants J. H. Smith, G. G. Holden, and J. 8S. Lord. The local 
Ambulance Brigade, under the command of Dr. Russell, also attended. The 
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SIXTH LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS. 


men re-assembled at the Drill Hall at 12-30, and before leaving they were 
addressed by the Mayor, who wished them. “* Good-bye ” and a speedy and safe 
return. The men then filed out of the Drill Hall, and marched off to the 
Headquarters of the Battalion at Rochdale. A brass band accompanied them 
on the first part:of their march, and an immense crowd witnessed their 
departure with mingled feelings of pride and anxiety. 


At the parade at Rochdale on the following Tuesday morning, the C.O., 
Lord Rochdale, announced that he had received a telegram from the War 
Office asking how many of the men were prepared to volunteer for service 
abroad, with the Regular Army if necessary. About one-half of the Battalion, 
and more than half of the Todmorden detachment, at once volunteered. On 
the following Monday there was another roll call of the Battalion, and 23 more 
Todmorden men volunteered for service abroad. On Thursday, 13th August, 
the Battalion proceeded to Turton, where they underwent a systematic course 
of training. A further call was made for volunteers for service overseas, and 
the total was raised to: H Company, 53 officers and 96 men, out of a total 
of 123; G Company, 2 officers and 91 men out of a total of 123. 


On Tuesday, lst September, a great recruiting meeting was held in the 
Town Hall. and was addressed by Captain Gledhill and others. On Thursday, 
the 3rd September, the foreign service members of the Todmorden companies 
were granted 24 hours’ leave, of absence—the only leave they had _ before 
leaving Kngland—and the officers decided to utilise the opportunity by coming 
to Todmorden and holding another recruiting meeting. The meeting was 
held in the Town Hall, and there was again a large and enthusiastic gathering. 
Stirring speeches were made by Captains Gledhill and Barker, Colour-Sergeant 
John Mason, and others. Captain Gledhill explained that the terms of 
engagement for recruits had been altered since Tuesday evening, and that 
eligible young men between 19 and 35, whether they had had previous training 
or not, could now be recruited for foreign service. Following the meeting 
there was a great rush for enlistment, and the officers were kept busy enrolling 
recruits until the early hours of the morning. The scene at the Drill Hall was 
inspiring and memorable. One hundred and thirty-eight men were enrolled, 
and they left the town by train next morning for Rochdale, en route for Turton. 
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The two local companies being now, greatly over strength, between 80 and 
9) Todmorden men were transferred to the 8th (Salford) Battalion, and 
unfortunately a large proportion of these were subsequently killed. 


On 5th September, the following telegram was received from Lord 
Kitchener by the Commander of the 42nd (East Lancashire) Division, of which 
the local Territorials formed part :— 


“Inform the Division from me that I hope they will push on hard 
with their training in Egypt, as, before they are ready, there will be plenty 
of troops from India to garrison Egypt, and I hope they will be one of 
the first of the Territorial forces to join our Army on the Continent. All 
will depend upon their fitness for service against the enemy in the field. 
—K1rcHENER.” 


On Wednesday, 9th September, the Battalion left Turton. for Egypt. The 
train carrying the local detachment was due to pass through Todmorden 
Station about 7-45 p.m., and a large number of people assembled on the 
platform to bid the boys farewell once more. The train passed through a few 
minutes before the scheduled time, bearing the Todmorden companies on 
their great adventure. From every window on both sides of the train heads 
were thrust, handkerchiefs were waved, and there was a tremendous amount 
of cheering both from the men in khaki and their friends on the platform. 
Several messages were thrown out, and were picked up after the train had 
gone through. One bore the following words :— “ Dear Chums,—Good-bye for 
the present. We are off to an unknown destination. This is the Todmorden 
detachment of the Lancashire Fusiliers. Our only wish is for you to look after 
those left behind. We are in good spirits. Good-bye and good luck.” 


The men embarked the following morning at Southampton, and sailed on 
the s.s. Sarurnra, which had taken the 2nd Batt. of the Lancashire Fusiliers 
to France early in August of the same year. There were about 2,500 officers 
and men on board, and the Todmorden lads were on the first deck. They 
arrived off the Eddystone lighthouse about 1 p.m., and it was nearly dark when 
the last troopship came up. The sight was a magnificent one. There were 
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fifteen huge troopships, carrying 18,000 Lancashire men, with horses, guns, 
and full equipment, with the battleship Ocran and the cruiser MINERVA to 
convoy the fleet to its destination. It is.stated that this was the first convoy 
to leave England since the Napoleonic Wars. The ships moved off—headed 
by the Ockan—in two parallel lines, each vessel being three cables’ length 
from its sister in front, with the cruiser in, the rear or on the beam as occasion 
required. Rough weather was encountered in the Bay, but on the Monday it 
cleared again, and the trip was much enjoyed. On 16th September, Gibraltar 
was sighted, and soon afterwards the sun-scorched hills of Northern Africa 
loomed in view. On leaving Malta they met the Indian Division, aboard 25 
huge ships, proceeding to Marseilles. The escort cruisers Ockan and 
Minerva returned with the Indian Division, and conyoyed them to Marseilles, 
whilst the cruiser WrymoutH convoyed the East Lancashire Division to its 
destination. The convoy arrived at Alexandria on the 26th September, 1914, 
and the same day the Battalion entrained for Cairo, and at once settled down 
to a course of hard training. 


Writing from Cairo on December 15th, acknowledging a gift of tobacco 
and cigarettes sent from Todmorden for the boys, Captain Gledhill said :— 
“All the Todmorden lads are very well. They are growing and filling out, 
and, as General Maxwell said to us on Friday, they are thorough soldiers. 
We finished our Brigade training on Friday, after a month’s strenuous work. 
Friday was exceptionally hard, as we left Barracks at 7 a.m., and did not 
return until 10 p.m. We were hard at it all day, and 143 hours’ foot slogging 
on the desert, in full marching order, is no joke. Anyhow, the boys marched 
into barracks singing, and you will be pleased to hear that not a single 
Todmorden lad fell out. We were highly praised by General Maxwell. There 
can be absolutely no doubt but that we are fit to take the field at any time.” 


The Battalion subsequently changed barracks from Abbassieh to the 
Citadel, and whilst there took part in Divisional training. One incident in 
these operations was particularly impressed on the memories of the troops who 
took part. in them. In two days they covered 60 miles on the desert, under 
a very hot sun. During this period the Khedive of Egypt had been deposed, 
and when Sir Henry McMahon went out as High Commissioner the Guard 
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Todmorden Boys Trench Digging, November, 1914. 


Another Scene on the Desert. 
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of Honour included 50 men from the Todmorden detachment, under the 
command of Captain Barker, with Sergt.-Majors B. Allister and J. Mason as 
senior warrant officers. In January, 1915, a few Todmorden men who were 
in the Transport Section took part in an engagement on the Suez Canal, when 
the Turks made their attempt upon Heypt. The enemy was driven back with 
a loss of about five thousand men, and the local officers were privileged to ga 
down to the Canal and see the result of the battle. During their stay in Keypt 
the boys enjoyed the rare opportunity of visiting the Pyramids and the Sphinx, 
and of studying Oriental life and customs in Cairo and Alexandria. 


(Continued at Chapter 7.) 


Todmorden Men at the Pyramids, 
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CHAPTER IV. 


REecRuITING.—l. 


“These nobly played their part: these heard the ealk” 
“Proudly they gathered, rank on rank to war, 
As who had heard God’s message from afar; 
All they had hoped for, all they had they gave 
‘To save mankind; themselves they scorned to save 


a” 


MK first and most pressing duty of the nation on the declaration of war 
was to raise new armies on a scale commensurate with the colossal 
armies of the Continent. In this, as in all other departments of war 

work, ‘Todmorden responded in a manner which did infinite credit to the town. 
For the first twelve months the Government depended entirely upon voluntary 
enlistments, and it was during this period that Todmorden so greatly 
distinguished itself. From all sections of the community young men flocked 
to the Colours in hundreds. They came from the loom and the bench, the 
school, the office, the counter, and from every rank and class. 


The first call was for men to fill up the ranks of the local Territorial 
Battalion, the 6th Lancashire Fusiliers. Immediately on the declaration of 
rar a large number of men presented themselves at the Drill Tall with a 
view to enlistment in the Territorials, but orders had been received that no 
recruits were to be taken for the time being, as only trained men were required. 
This embargo was quickly withdrawn, and large numbers joined the local 
detachment, subsequently filling up not only the first, but the second and third 
lines. 
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Lord Kitchener’s appeal for a hundred thousand men also met with a 
ready response, and many Todmorden men flocked to the Colours. A local 
Jompany of National Reservists, organised by! ex-Captain Robert Eastwood, 
enrolled 144 men, 25 of whom at once joined their own regiments, and quite 
50 per cent. of those enrolled signified their willingness to go on foreign 
service if required. 

On Tuesday evening the Ist September, a great recruiting meeting, 
convened by the Mayor at the ‘nstance of Captains Gledhill and Barker, was 
held in the Town Hall. There was a crowded attendance, and the proceedings 
were marked by an enthusiastic and patriotic demonstration such as had neve 
been witnessed in Todmorden. The. Mayor presided, anal the speakers included 
Captain Gledhill, Mr. E. B. Fielden, J.P., D.Li, Mrewwobm Barker, Surgeon- 
Colonel C. W: ‘Thorp, Mr. Edward Crabtree, and others. A. resolution was 
unanimously carried pledging the meeting to support the Government in 
carrying on the War, and urging upon the inhabitants of the Borough the 
appeal for recruits for His Majesty’s Army. At the close of the meeting twenty 
members of. the National Reserve—ex- Regulars, ex-Territorials, and ex- 
Volunteers—responded to the call to fill up the gaps in the ranks of the 
6th Battalion, and they left by rail and motor the following morning for the 
Headquarters at Rochdale. All volunteered for foreign service. | 


‘On the following Thursday evening, another recruiting meeting was 
hastily arranged, and again there was a large and enthusiastic audience. 
Stirring addresses were given by Captains Gledhill and Barker, Colour-Seret. 
John Mason, and others. During the week the local officers of the Territorials 
were busy at the Drill Mall enlisting men for foreign service with the 
Gth Battalion, and up to the Thursday night they enrolled 138 men in addition 
to those who had already left the town. 

On Monday, the 7th of September, a number of local gentlemen met 
at the Drill Hall to consider the best steps to be adopted for securing recruits 
for Lord Kitchener's Army. Mr. J. A. Ingham presided, and a Civilian 
Recruiting Committee was formed, with Mr. Ingham as chairman, Mr. 
J. H. Grossley as treasurer, and Dr. J. de Ville Mather as secretary. Tt was 
decided to approach the Mayor with a view ‘to steps being taken to secure 
another 250 men. from. Todmorden. During the week twenty recruits were 
sent from Todmorden to the depots at Halifax, Bury, ete. 
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On the departure of the Ist/6th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers for Egypt, 
steps were at once taken for the enlistmeny of a second line battalion, and 
another company was quickly raised. In about a week the number of recruits 
enlisted was 109, and the number was subsequently increased to 137. Captain 
J. E. Sutcliffe was transferred from Rochdale Headquarters to Todmorden to 
drill and take charge of the recruits. 


zs ae cee Rete e =F a 
As the weeks and months passed the young men of the town heard and 
responded to the call to duty in increasing numbers, but still the call was for 
“more men, and yet more men.’ On the 24th November, 1914, a great 
recruiting meeting in the Town Hall wag addressed by Mr. Will Crooks, M.P., 


Sir Ryland Adkins, M.P., Mr. J. 8. Higham, M.P., and Mr: E. B. Fielden. 
21 


TODMORDEN AND THE GREAT WAR. 


By the end of the year the town had contributed over a thousand men to the 
fighting ranks, in addition to a large number who went to help to nurse the 
sick and wounded. 

On 26th February, 1915, a recruiting rally was held at Walsden. The 
London Caledonian Pipe Band paraded the streets, after which a meeting was 
held in the Cricket Pavilion. Ald. J. R. Dawson presided, and the meeting 
was, addressed by Pipe-Major West and Dr. Mather. 


At the beginning of April it was reported that for the first week since 
the outbreak of war there had been no enlistments locally for the line. In 
the same month twelve Todmorden women volunteered to serve as probationer 
nurses at home or abroad, but of these only two were called up for service, 
namely Miss Mary Carter, the Strand, and Miss Alice M. Ogden, Watty House. 


Towards the end of April, 1915, the Mayor received a letter from the 
Territorial Association station that more men were urgently needed to fill up 
the gaps in the Lancashire Fusiliers, and that Todmorden’s share’ of this 
number was-100 men. Recruiting meetings were held at the local picture 
palaces, and urgent appeals were made by the Mayor, Captain J. 1. Suteclitte, 
and others. About a hundred recruits were secured for what was known as 
the 3rd/Gth Batt. of the Lancashire Fusiliers, besides a number who went to 
otter depots. 

With a view to the encouragement of further enlistments, a very Imposing 
demonstration was held on the Market Ground on the 18th May, 1915, when 
a visit was paid to the town by two olficers and a number of sergeants of the 
West Riding Regiment just returned from the fighting in Flanders, 
accompanied by the West Riding Band, together with about 450 men of the 
3rd/6th Lancashire Fusiliers from Rochdale. A large crowd assembled on the 
Market Ground for the meeting, which was held during the dinner hour. The 
speakers were mostly officers who had seen foreign service. In the evening 
another large meeting was held on the Market Ground, when stirring addresses 
were given by a number of sergeants of the Duke of Wellington's Own W.R. 
Regiment, who had just returned from the terrible fighting at Hill 60. The 
same evening further appeals were made at the three local picture halls, but 
the response was not considered encouraging. 


(Continued at Chapter 14.) 
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CHAPTER, YV. 


R.A.M.C. ann St. Jonn AmBULANCE BRIGADE. 


N the outbreak of war it was at once realised that in addition to the 
fighting forces the country would need another army to care for the 
sick and the wounded. The response to this branch of the Service 

was Just as spontaneous and enthusiastic as that for the fighting forces. For 
many years ambulance and nursing classes had been couducted in the Borough 
by the local doctors under the St. John Ambulance Association, and a large 
number of men and women were qualified to give first-aid to the injured. As 
a result of the instruction and training which had been given over a period of 
years by Dr. J. Lawson Russell and others the local St. John Ambulance 
Brigade was able out of its pre-war strength to send away no fewer than 126 
men, who rendered valuable service in hospitals at home and overseas, or on 
the stricken field. Many others qualified and followed in their steps. The 
few who remained at home rendered useful service in connection with Centre 
Vale Lospital during the whole period of the War. 


When war seemed imminent, and before hostilities had actually 
commenced, Dr. Russell received a communication from Preston instructing 
him to ascertain the number of men belonging to the ’odmorden section of 
the Military Home Ilospital Reserve who would be willing to join an 
MWxpeditionary Force, and to go overseas if called upon, The men showed 
a praiseworthy readiness to enlist for this service, and 24 volunteered. ‘They 
were at once mobilised, and West Lodge, Dr. Russell’s former residence, was 
utilised as their headquarters. Many of the men gave up their work, 
expecting to be called up immediately, and there was chafing and disappoint- 
ment when they were kept waiting for about three weeks before the call for 
service came. 
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In the interval three of the men, impatient of waiting, had enlisted in the 
Army for foreign service. The first batch of twelve men left Todmorden on 
29th August for Dover, and a second batch of twenty left on the following 
Wednesday tor Netley Hospital, Southampton. 

Dr. Russell was invited to proceed with the training of more men and 
women for ambulance and nursing work, and about 50 men and 50 women 
joined classes which were held at the National School, Burnley Road. From 
time to time fresh drafts were sent out, and saw service not only in hospitals 
in this country and in Ireland, but also in France, Italy, Malta, Egypt, 
Palestine, Mesopotamia, India, Archangel and the Caucasus. 


Among those who jomed Dr. Russell's classes with the intention of 
enlisting for active service for the duration of the war was the Rev. G. F. 
Walters, of Inchfield Bottom U.M.C., who obtained leave of absence from his 
Church early in, September, 1914, and went to France, where he was awarded 
the Military Cross, and was promoted to the rank of major. Another local 
minister who later joined the R.A.M.C., and saw service in France, was the 
Rev. C. Biggins, Unitarian minister. 

Three local doctors volunteered for active service, namely, Dr. Russell, 
Dr. Mather, and Dr. Hopwood, of Cornholme, the first-uamed serving in this 
country, and the two latter overseas. 

The Rev. R. Holme, of Vale Baptist Church, obtained leave of absence 
from his Chureh in April, 1915, and served for several years in France as 
Chaplain to the Forces. Several local ministers also volunteered for service 
for short periods in France in connection with the Y.M.C.A., including the 
Rev. R. A. Boothman, of Shore, Rev. A. Nightingale, of Roomfield, and the 
Rev. J. Chinn, of Cornholme. 


Two Todmorden ladies, Nurse Mary Carter and Nurse Alice Ogden also 
served in France going out early in the war, and others saw canteen service 
in this country. 

When the supply of men for the fighting ranks became a serious problem 
with the authorities, many of the men who had volunteered for the R.A.M.C. 
were transferred from the ambulance department to the fighting ranks. Of 
those serving with the R.A.M.C. a considerable number gained distinction and 
several laid down their lives in the service. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Women’s Work FOR THE WaR.—QUEEN Mary’s 
NEEDLEWORK GUILD. 


“In the sure hope that your labours may soon have their reward in that 
decisive Victory and enduring Peace towards which we, with all our brave 
Allies, are ever striving, | wish vou God speed. 

“In that happy day it will be your proud satisfaction to feel that you 
have nobly shared in securing these priceless results.” 


(‘The King in an address to women workers. | 


HE women of the country quickly realised that, as the men went out to 

fight, there was important work for them to do at home in many spheres, 

one of the most important being that of providing comforts for the men 
on service, and the women of Todmorden early organised themselves for this 
very necessary work. On the 18th August, 1914, fourteen days after the 
declaration of war, a public meeting of the ladies of the Borough, convened 
by the Mayoress (Mis. R. Jackson) was held in the Court Room for the 
purpose of appointing a committee to help in the preparation of garments, etc., 
for the soldiers and sailors, and for the assistance of persons in distress through 
the War. There was a crowded attendance, and the keenest interest was 
manifested. Addresses were given by the Mayoress, who presided, and by 
Mrs. Kk. B. Fielden. <A representative committee was appointed with power 
t6 add, with the Mayoress as president, Mis. Fielden as hon. treasurer, and 
Miss Thorp as hon. secretary. Rooms at the Weavers’ Institute were kindly 
placed at the disposal of the committee, and the organisation became the local 
branch of the Queen Mary's Needlework Guild. Sub branches for the three 
valleys of Cornholme, Kastwood, and Walsden were sbsequently formed, and 
these branches were still open when the work terminated with the coming 
of Peace. A public appeal was made for funds and gifts, to which there was 
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a generous response. Weekly meetings were held, and a large amount of 
self-sacrificiny labour was put into the work. At the Weavers’ Institute each 
Vednesday evening, one or other of the following were in attendance to 
receive finished work, supply materials, or distribute garments to Service men 
on leave, on making application:— Miss Thorp, Mrs. J. P. Hoyle, Mrs. J.S. 
Pilling, Mrs. W. A. Bracewell, Mrs. Greenlees, and Miss Mitchell. 


Many special efforts were made to assist the funds. One of the first of, 
these was a concert given in the Town Hal] on the 9¥th March, 1915, by a 
loeal concert party, ‘* The Orpheus,” which realised £15. The Mayor presided, 
and announced that the subscriptions to date amounted to £557. In June of 
the same year, a flag day raised £166 for the funds of the Guild, and in 
January, 1916, the Mayoress held an “ At Home” at the Town Hall, at which 
a further appeal was made for the work of the Guild. The Mayor and 
Mayoress received the guests, and there was a large attendance. he Mayoress, 
addressing the gathering, referred to the many grateful letters which had been 
received in acknowledgment of the gifts which had been forwarded, and 
announced that since the branch was formed the number of garments sent 
out had been 12,492, in addition 1,200 articles sent to Centre Vale Hospital, 
and that the total amount subscribed to date was £1,115 5s. 9d. Maus. Fielden 
alsa gave an address. The proceeds of the “ At Ilome” amounted to over £70, 
including £5 sent by Mr. J. W. Crabtree, headmaster of Roomfield Boys’ 
Sehool, which had been raised by the boys by the sale of scent satchets. 


Another notable effort on behalf of the Guild was a musical and dramatic 
entertainment given in the National School, Burnley Road, in February, 1917, 
which realised £41. 

On. her removal from the district about the beginning of 1917, Miss Thorp 
resigned the secretaryship, and the committee showed their appreciation of 
her arduous and unwearied services on behalf of the Guild by the présentation 
of a gold wristlet. watch. 

In March, 1917, Mrs. J.S. Pilling, who had succeeded to the secretaryship, 
received a letter from the Acting Honorary Secretary of the Guild stating that 
she was commanded by the Queen to convey Her Majesty’s grateful thanks 
to the workers of the local Guild, adding that the Queen much appreciated the 
helpful work of the Todmorden branch of her Guild. 
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In April, 1917, a further appeal for funds was made. The appeal stated 
that since its formation the branch had raised over £1,300 by small efforts, 
flag days, and subscriptions, and had sent out over 16,000 garments. A sum 
of £400 was asked for, and the amount actually raised was about £070. 


The final meeting of the Guild was held in the Weavers’ Institute on 
March 26th, 1919, four or five months after the signing of the Armistice. 
The Mayoress presided, and submitted a detailed report of the work of the 
Guild, giving full particulars of the many efforts made locally for the raising 
of funds and the work done, and acknowledging the services of the various 
officials, special mention being made of the work of Mrs. EK. B. Fielden, Mrs. 
A. Suteliffe and Mrs. Ingham as hon. treasurers, and Miss Thorp, Mrs. Tom 
Lord, Mes. J. 8. Pilling, Mos. J. P. Hoyle, and Miss Moss as hon, secretaries. 
The report stated that the ntmber of garments made was 22,454, and that a 
total of £1,937 had been raised by means of subscriptions, entertainments, sale 
of badges, Hags, flowers, ete, besides many gifts of material. One worker at 
Cornholme had knitted 317 pairs of socks, and another had made 828 shirts, 
in addition to socks and pyjamas. ‘lwo sisters at Walsden had each made a 
pair of pyjamas every week for a long period; at Priestwell, one helper had 
made 204 shirts, another 207, and a third 200, in addition to other garments ; 
while the ‘Lodmorden committee had had a gift of two pairs of socks each week 
throughout the whole period of the War from Mrs. Greenwood, of Welltield 
Terrace. The garments from the branches at Cornholme, Walsden and 
Priestwell were sent to the central room at the Weavers’ Institute, and packed 
by Mr. John Barker, of Prince Street, to be sent to their various destinations. 
Messrs. Simpson were thanked for cutting out the shirts. 


Mrs. Fielden, in moving a vote of thanks to the workers, said she thought 
the record of the Guild was very fine indeed, not only for the number of 
earments made, but for the willing and cheerful way in which everybody 
had worked. 


Mrs. Ingham read a financial statement showing a balance in hand of 
£65 2s. 2d., which, with the consent of the Charity Commissioners, was 
handed over to the Local Rehef Fund. 
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HALIFAX ROAD BRANCH. 


The branch committees at Cornholme, Walsden, and Lastwood all 
rendered continuous and devoted service, and did an enormous amount of most 
valuable and self-sacrificing work. 


The Halifax Road branch had its headquarters at Priestwell School. 
Mrs. Lightfoot acted as hon. secretary from 1914 to 1917, and Mrs. Marle 
from the resignation of Mrs. Lightfoot to the conclusion of the work. The 
following ladies acted as the General Committee:— Mrs. Ingham, Mrs. 
Tatham, Mrs. Sager, Mrs. ©. R. Tatham, Mrs. Linley, Miss Eastwood, 
Miss Moss, Miss Crabtree and Miss Mitchell. Murs. A. Sutcliffe acted as hon. 
treasurer from 1915-17 and Mrs. Ingham,sfrom 1917-19. The Managers of 
Priestwell School granted the use of two rooms where the branch worked 
steadily through the anxious years of war. he members followed with 
especial, interest and sympathy the experiences of the men enlisted from 
Cross Stone and Halifax Road districts, and were always glad to provide their 
relatives with socks, ete., to send out to them. 


A second workroom was opened at Hastwood at a time when comforts for 
the hospitals and troops were urgently needed, and, later, gifts of socks, scarves, 
and mittens were constantly sent by the Hastwood and Springside knitters. 
Some of the workers came for one year, some for two, and a few continued in 
the work faithfully from start to finish. One enthusiastic worker, Miss 
Whitaker, though blind, knitted 550 pairs of socks, and the committee made 
special mention of the following for consistently good work :— Mrs. Clay, 
working in the cutting-out room, 1914-19; Mrs. Bell, 207 shirts and other 
garments, 1914-19; Mrs. Dean, 206 shirts and other garments, 1914-19; 
Mrs. Dugdale, 200 shirts and other garments, 1914-19; Miss S. Ti. Mealey, 
shirts and other garments, 1914-19; Mrs. Nothard, knitted socks from 1914-19; 
Miss Fielden, knitted socks from 1914-19. 


The Eastwood Committee consisted of Mrs. F. Crabtree, Mrs. Wm. 
Fielden, Mrs. J. Holt, Mrs. Stead, Mrs. Stott, Miss Hitchen; the Hastwood 
and Springside knitters, Mrs. A. Fielden, Mrs. Sutcliffe, Mrs. Green and 
Mrs. Wood. 
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BURNLEY VALLEY BRANCH. 


The committee for the Burnley Valley branch comprised:— Mrs, 
Greenwood, Glen View, Mrs. J. A. Petrie, Seaitcliffe, Mrs. W. A. Sutelifte, 
East View, Mrs. J. Ormerod, Whitehaven Villas, Mrs. Williams, Cornholme 
Viearage, Mrs. Lomax, Harley Wood, Mrs. L. Marshall, Riverside, Mrs. 'T. W, 
Scholfield, Owlers, and Miss Mitehell, Beaumont Street. Mas. Lewis Marshall, 


acted as treasurer, and Miss Mitchell as secretary. In addition to the 
above, the following. ladies rendered much assistance in the eutting-out and 
distribution of work:— Miss Brelsford, Mrs. Bernard Ormerod, Mrs. 'T. 


Woodhead, and Mrs. W. Marshall. 


By the kindness of the Trustees of Vale Baptist School, the opening 
meetings were held there, until the room was requisitioned for relief purposes, 
at which time the Viear of Cornholme placed the Church Sunday Sehool at 
the Guild’s disposal. Work was carried on there for over twelve months, 
when for greater convenience, Messrs. Joshua Smith and Sons, Ltd., kindly 
offered the use of the Frostholme Institue, and this, for the remainder of the 
War period, was the main centre of the Guild’s activities. 


Apart from flag days, ete., arranged by the General Committee for the 
Borough, this branch periodically organised whist drives and concerts 1 
order to raise money for its wool fund. For this object a garden party was 
held at Seaiteliffe in the summer of 1915, and in the following winter Mr. and 
Mrs. Petrie threw oven the Ilall for a whist drive. The trustees of the 
UM. Free Church allowed the free use of their Schoolroom for concerts, and 
the same privilege was granted at the Weavers’ Institute and the Church 
Sunday School for whist drives. By these efforts and private donations the 
sum of £245 4s. 10d. was raised. The balance in hand when the Guild closed 
down was handed over to the general fund for the Borough. 


Altogether this branch sent out 2,618 pairs of socks, 1,650 shirts, 1,456 
pillow-eases, 311 pairs of pyjamas, 454 scarves, 59 dressing-gowns, making 
with other garments a total of 8,000. 
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WOMEN’S WORK FOR THE WAR. 


The committee were much indebted to, and greatly encouraged by, the 
number of patient workers who gave unstintingly of their time and energy 
throughout the whole period. Special mention may be made of Mrs. Hindle, 
who made 328 shirts; Mrs. Turner, who made 129 shirts; Mrs. Nuttall, whe 
made 154 shirts, Mrs. Dawson, who made 167 shirts, vests, and pillow-cases ; 
and Mrs. Troughton, who made 317 pairs of socks. The branch was also 
indebted to Messrs. Joshua Smith and Sons (1908), Ltd., for generous gifts 
of calico. 


WALSDEN BRANCIT, 


The headquarters of the Walsden branch were at Ifollins, where a room 
was placed at the disposal of the Guild by the Walsden Co-operative Society. 
The branch got to work immediately, and had the support of many willing 
and enthusiastic helpers. The workers met twice weekly for the first eighteen 
months, then once weekly. As the demand decreased it was found necessary 
to meet only fortnightly, and towards the end of the War onee monthly. The 
branch committee consisted of Mrs. Craven, Mrs. 'T. Greenwood, Miss Barker, 
Mrs. W. Walton, and Mrs. IT. L. Pilling (hon. secretary), and while all worked 
with zeal and good-will special mention was made of the good work of 
Mrs. Saville Crowther, Mrs. Hird, Mrs. Frank Hollinrake, Mrs. Greenwood, 
and Mrs. Pilling. Two sisters—Mrs. F. Sutcliffe and Mrs. Pavis—only missed 
the meetings once or twice for a very long period, taking home on each 
oceasion the materials for a couple of garments, which they always brought 
finished and washed ready for sending away. Over a thousand garments were 
made by the Walsden branch and forwarded to the headquarters of the 
Guild at the Weavers’ Institute. 


CO-OPERATIVE WOMEN’S GUILD. 


The Todmorden Co-operative Women’s, Guild also did valuable work both 
for the soldiers and; for needy cases at home. Weekly meetings were held, 
and the work was continued for a period of five years. Among those taking a 
prominent part were:— Mrs. J. W. Bentley, Mrs. J. If. Crossley, Mrs. Clege, 
Mrs. Grime, Mrs. Thompson, and many others. The committee commenced 
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work without any funds, but they received generous support from the 
committee of the Co-operative Society and many local ladies and gentlemen. 
The members themselves also raised a substantial sum by collections at 
sewing meetings, Guild meetings, and surprise teas. The total amount raised 
and spent during the period of the War was £91 14s. 4d. 


During the five years the gifts received included four whole pieces of 
shirting, three whole pieces of flannelette, three whole pieces of calico, and 
120 yards of calico fents, all of which material was made into different kinds 
of garments and distributed. The number of garments given during the five 
years numbered 2,229; boots and shoes, LOL pairs; clogs, 84 pairs. A large 
number of these garments were made at the Wednesday afternoon sewing 
meetings, and by members of the sewing guild. 


At Christmas, 1918, the guild gave 20 parcels of groceries, value 7s. 6d. 
each, and on the 4th August, L919, in celebration of peace and the finishing 
up of the work, they gave 25 parcels of groceries, value 6s. 6d. each. 

The following lst of garments and other articles distributed during the 
last year of the committee’s operations will give a fair indication of the 
scope of their work:— Underclothing 90, girls’ dresses 44, night-dresses 26, 
overalls 8, overcoats 2, petticoats 58, shirts 36, coats and skirts 27, new suits 4, 
jerseys 9, stockings 16 pairs, boys’ knickers 8 pairs, new clogs 10 pairs, clogs 
repaired 2 pairs, new boots 19 pairs, boots repaired 3 pairs, straw mattress 
1 pair, sheets 12 pairs, pillow ships 12 pairs, 2 sets of bed hangings, and 1 cradle. 

Good work was also done and useful assistance given by many other ladies’ 
organisations, sewing guilds, ete., notably by the Unitarian: Women’s League, 
Bridge Street Women’s Guild, and similar organisations connected with the 
other Churches and Chapels of the Borough. 


WOMEN IN INDUSTRY. 


In addition to the work of the Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild, and the 
Co-operative Women’s Guild, dealt with above, the women of the town 
rendered important service in many other directions. During the period of 
the War women were called upon to perform many duties which hitherto had 
always been performed by men. 
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Officials of the Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild. 


1. Mrs. E. B. Fieipen (Pholo by Beresford, Bromplon Rd, S.W.), 2, Miss THorp (Photo by Bartlett, Shrewsbury) 
3. Mrs. J. A, INGHAM. 4, Mrs. A, SuTciirre (Photos by Lafayette) 
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Todmorden’s Women War Workers. 


1, Mrs. J. W. Benriey. 2, Mrs, A,H, FARRER 3 Mrs. CrEca 
6 Mrs. R.A, THorP. 7, Mrs, J, H, Cross: 


Mrs. BARRETT, 5. Miss ANNE BARKER (Photo by Lafayette) 
(Photos by Clapham and Norman Eyre), 
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WOMEN’S WORK FOR THE WAR. 


Karly in 1916 a committee, known as the Todmorden Women’s War 
Employment Committee, was appointed. This was in connection with a 
movement inaugurated by the Board of Trade to consider the employment, as 
far asi possible, of women in place of the men who had joined the forces, whose 
removal from the ranks of industry had caused a serious shortage of labour, 
A public meeting in connection with this committee was held in the Court 
Room in June, 1916. Miss Anne Barker, of Rose Bank, presided, and among 
those present were women representatives of the Board of Trade and the 
Tlome Office. Speeches bearing on the work of the committee were made by 
Mr. Edward Crabtree and Mr. W. J. Tout, the former stating that there were 
between two and three thousand looms standing idle in this district, a good 
many of them because there were no weavers to run them. In the course of 
the meeting it was stated that there was a shortage in Todmorden of 50 in 
the cardroom department, 217 in spinning departments, 28 in winding 
departments, 850 in weaving departments, and 40 in accessory textile trades, 
making a total shortage of 1,159. Arrangements were made for a canvass of 
the district, with a view to inducing women formerly employed in the trade 
to return to the ranks in order to help the country in the time of stress. The 
appeal met with only a moderate amount of success so far as the cotton industry 
was concerned, but a great number of women took up occupations hitherto 
monopolised by men, especially in the engineering and tinplate works in 
connection with the manufacture of munitions. 


Soon, too, there was a call for women’s labour in the postal and railway 
services, and quite a number were enrolled as postwomen, booking clerks, 
ticket collectors, and porters on the railway, and a large number, 
especially of young women, qualified for service as clerks in connection with 
various industries. For the first time in our history women were employed 
as bank clerks. ‘There were also a number of volunteers for service at home 
and abroad as nurses, hostel and canteen workers, ete. Another phase of war 
work in which women rendered, conspicuous service was in connection with 
the various local war-time committees, including the War Relief Committee, 
War Pensions Committee, Food Control Committee, Employment Committee, 
and others. 
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Todmorden’s First Postwoman (Miss E. Johnson). 


CHAPTER VII. 


Lancasitirn Fustrmrs (conrinurp). 
THE GALLIVOLL CAMPAIGN. 


“ By the blue Southern Sea on the Dardanelles coast 
Nuns a strip of the beach which is Lancashire’s boast. 
There her stout Musiliers played so famous a part 
Thad, the Lancashire Landing finds place on the chart. 

Toast them all joyously, toast them all standing. 
Lancashire Fusiliers, Tancashire landing.” 


Manchester City News. Mrs. BROOK. 


N a previous chapter we have told how the local Territorials were mobilised 
on the 4th August, 1914, and after a short course of training at Turton 
were drafted to Hgypt, where they arrived on the 26th September. Here 

they underwent a thorough course of training until the following April, when, 
on the 27th of the month, came the long-looked for and much-desired call to 
active service. The men had been chafing at the long delay, and were eager 
for the fray. 


The orders issued to Company Commanders were that they were to be 
ready to land with two days’ rations to be carried in the haversacks. They 
were warned that the greatest difficulty on landing would be the question of 
water; that they must be prepared to go two or three days with only the water 
they carried in their water bottles, and must avoid any water or food not 
authorised, as cholera and typhus were raging in the country. 


They had to take no notice of the white flag, and “hands up” were to be 
disregarded, owing to the flagrant way in which these recognised signals had 
been abused by the Turks the previous week. 
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While the troops were embarking, Major General Douglas received the 
following telegram from Sir John Maxwell :— 


“When you have an opportunity will you let the Hast Lancashire 
Division know that during the time they have been under my command 
I have been. filled with admiration of their conduct, keenness, capacity 
for hard work, cheerfulness and soldier-like spirit. Now they are going 
on hard active service I am sure they will fight gallantly and uphold 
the great traditions of Lancashire and the Empire, and prove, if proof be 
needed, that the trained Territorial soldier is second to none. Good luck 
and God speed to you all.” 


The Battalion left Alexandria on board the s.s. Nite, along with the 
Tth Battalion and one Company of the 8th. 


During the voyage to Gallipoli ‘several schemes were suggested as to 
what the Brigade—the 125th Brigade of the 42nd Division—were to do. One 
scheme was that they were to guard Turkish prisoners on the island of Tenedos ; 
another that they were to form the guard for the lines of communication ; a 
third that they were to push up to the 29th Division, which had landed a few 
days before; and the last scheme, which eventually became the scheme 
for the Division, was that they were to form the leading Brigade in the 
advance on Constantinople. 


The Nie arrived off Gallipoli about noon on the 4th May, 1915, and 
during the afternoon the men watched a fierce battle which was proceeding, 
in which the various combatants could be plainly observed from the ship. 
The fighting was accompanied by a fierce bombardment from the Fleet, which 
was anchored close in to shore. 


Tn the evening the Company Commanders were called together, and the 
order of landing was given. ‘he first Battalion to disembark was the 
6th Battalion, and Companies were to land in the following order: D, ©, B, A. 
On the moming of the 5th, D and ©; Companies, which were the main part 
of the Todmorden detachment, disembarked from the Niix on a small trawler, 
which just held the two Companies of over 500 men. During the landing a 
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few shells came over the trawler, and dropped into the sea. The Companies 
landed on Beach W, alongside the River Crypn, close to the spot made 
world-famous a few days earlier by the Ist Battalion of their own regiment. 


Sir lan Hamilton, in his first despatch on the Gallipoli landing, remarked 
that “So strong were the defences of ““W” Beach that the Turks may well 
have considered them impregnable.” 


The orders received were to march up the cliffs and bivouac on the top, 
just to the west of Beach W. On reaching the top, rations were issued, and 
the men were to bivouac for the night where they stood. About three o'clock 
in the afternoon Captain Gledhill and Captain Barker accompanied Colonel 
Lord Rochdale on a reconnaissance towards Achi Baba, passing through the 
reserve lines of the 29th Division. After the reconnaissance they came back 
to the 29th Divisional Headquarters, and following a conference there, orders 
were issued that the 6th, 7th, and a Company of the 8th Lancashire Fusiliers 
were to advance that night, and relieve the extreme left of the front line. 


The Battalion moved from their bivouac at dusk, D Company leading, 
with C Company in the rear. After a hazardous march D Company eventually 
arrived in the front line trenches about 2 a.m., relieving what remained (about 
120 men) of the Battalion of the King’s Own Scottish Borderers, who had been 
engaged in the heavy fighting of the previous week. At daybreak very little 
could be seen of the enemy. The men, although they had had rough quarters 
during the night, were very perky, and began to take an interest in what was 
round about them, indulging in desultory firing at objects which they believed 
to be Turks. 


It was rather remarkable that Captain Gledhill, although his Company 
was relieving the front line, had absolutely no orders as to his position, or as 
to what was in front of him or behind him, and had the Turks chosen to make 
an attack at this juncture in all probability they could have pushed the left 
flank of the line straight back into he sea. Fortunately, this did not happen, 
and the men settled down to cook their breakfasts—in front of or at the back 
of the trenches—a good many of them in full view of the Turks from all sides 
of the Peninsula. However, the enemy showed no disposition to interfere. 


ot 


TODMORDEN AND THE GREAT WAR. 


At 9-30 a.m., Captain Gledhill was ordered by telephone to report to Lord 
Rochdale, and was informed that a general advance was to be made along 
the line; that the 6th Battalion would advance in conjunction with the 88th 
Brigade of the 29th Division—who were on their right—that they would be 
responsible for the left of the line up to a point named, the advance to be made 
at 10-30 am. A few details were given as to where the dressing stations 
would be found, where the Brigade Headquarters were, and the left man of 
D Company was ordered to carry a blue and white flag to show the position 
of the left of the line. These were the only details given on that fatetul 
morning. It was impossible from the maps to ascertain either the position 
of the Company, or the position to be attacked. Everything was so chaotic 
that neither the Company Commanders nor the Battalion Commander knew 
the real objective of the advance. A few minutes after these orders had been 
given another order was received by telephone that the advance had to be 
delayed till 11 a.m., as by then the 88th Brigade would have got well up on 
the right flank of the Battalion. , At 11 a.m. no sign could be. seen of the 
88th Brigade, and Captain Gledhill telephoned to Lord Rochdale for more 
definite orders. Kventually he received orders that the Company had to go 
over the top at 11-30, whether the S8th Brigade had got up or not. Captain 
Barker, whose Company: was in reserve to 1) Company, and had to follow them 
over, came up about 11-15 and said * Good Luck” to the officers. 


TERRITORIALS BAPTISM OF FIRE. 


The signal to advance was then given, and the whole of D Company went 
over. The Todmorden detachment thus had the honour of leading the 42nd 
(Hast Lancashire Territorial) Division into action. 


It was a most terrible experience, for whilst the Turks were concealed, 
the Territorials had to advance over open ground. Met with a hail of 
machine-gun, shrapnel, and rifle fire they stood the test without wavering; 
but the price paid was a severe one. In spite of very heavy losses the main 
objective, the taking of a ridge, was accomplished. In this engagement eight 
Todmorden men were killed, and about fifty wounded, Captain Gledhill being 
hit very early on. It was in this engagement that Sergt. A. Hamer rendered 
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the conspicuous service which gained for him the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal—the first distinction gained by a Todmorden man in the War. 


After thus accomplishing their objective the men dug themselves in, and 
remained there for the night, 


The following day the 5th Lancashire Fusiliers, who had been in reserve, 
were ordered to go through the position taken by the 6th, and take a further 
position. This they were unable to do, owing to the very heavy machine-gun 
and rifle fire. hus the position taken by the 6th was merely beld and 
consolidated, The Lancashire Fusilier Battalions were relieved on the night 
of the 7th May by a Battalion of New Zealanders, which had been brought 
down from Anzac. 


The following letter written home by Captain Gledhill, describing bow 
he was wounded and rescued from a very perilous position, gives a rough idea 
of the conditions under which the engagement bad been carried out:— 


“T was badly hit early on, when L had gone about 500 yards. We 
advanced out of the trenches down an incline which was thickly covered 
with scrub. After that it was absolutely open ground, with mo cover of 
any description. L had just got into the open when L was brought down. 
I inust have lost consciousness, as when L next looked at my wateh it 
was vearly three o’clock. |1n a previous letter Captain Gledhill said he 
was hit at 12-15, so that be must have lain unconscious in the field for 
nearly three hours.| There was a perfect hail of bullets and shrapnel 
going over me. IL can honestly say I had to keep my nose well into the 
sand. About four, I think, Pte. T. A. Bentley and another lad, Pte. D. 
Juglis, of the 7th Lancashire Fusiliers, came across me, and offered ta 
take me back to the trenches. They had to lie perfectly flat, and they 
dug me some head cover with their entrenching tools, whilst they took 
off my equipment. J then made an effort to get up, but, it was impossible, 
owing to my weakness, and the agony of my dangling arm. They then 
decided to drag me back. ‘This they did lying on their backs. It took 
about two hours to do the distance, and all the time a terrific. fire was 


going on around us. Other Battalions were moving out of our trenches, 
, 
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and of course immediately anyone showed himself out of the trench a 
perfect tornado of machine-gun and shrapnel fire was poured around us. 
How the three of us arrived at the trenches I really don’t know, as we 
had to run the gauntlet of the snipers. I saw one sniper in the scrub 
about 150 yards away. I pointed him out to Inglis, who immediately shot 
him. Of course I have sent in both their names to the C.O.’s of their 
Battalion, and I do hope that their bravery and pluck will be recognised.” 


The wounded were got down to the shore and aboard a hospital ship, which 
left the Peninsula on the $th May for Alexandria, trom whence they proceeded 
to Malta, arriving there on the 18th. Great suffering was caused on board, 
owing to the very impertect medical arrangements. 


For the next two or three weeks the Brigade was in the second line, 
engaged in road making, digging, and other work. ‘The: losses, however, were 
still continuous, as the area was always under both rifle and shell fire. 


Writing on the 16th May, Captain Barker Baldi 


“We are now in the second line trenches, living lke rabbits 
underground, but the weather is fine and the sun hot, and we are as 
comfortable as birds in a nest. We had a very rough time in the first 
line, but we took the hill we were ordered to take, which was satistactory. 
We fairly got pelted, but it’s no odds, and we are now as used ‘to bullets 
and shells as eating. Jo [Captain Gledhill] got wounded in the arm 
ten; minutes after the battle commenced. I had four men killed, forty-two 
wounded, and nine missing, which coming out of 218 reduced my 
Company a bit. All the boys have their tails well in the air, and we are 
now quite ready for another scrap. There were many horrible sights, 
but there is also the other sideas well. It is quite surprising how men 
will do anything to help one another. There is not much need to worry 
about us. We shall get on all right with ordinary luck.” 


During this period—on the 23rd May—Captain Lord had an extraordinary 
experience. While asleep an enemy shell dropped near him, and he was 
lifted several yards, sustaining several bruises which put him out of action 
for a considerable time. 
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The news, that the Territorials had been in action was received in 
Todmorden on May 13th, the first intimation being a telegram from 
Headquarters at Preston that Captain Gledhill had been wounded. It was 
several days before any further information was received. On Wednesday 
evening, May 18th, news was received, which cast a gloom over the town, 
that four members of the local detachment had been killed, namely, Privates 
Frank A. Barker, Elder Bank: Geo. Ellis, School Street, Shade: Harold 
Crowther, 722, Burnley Road, Cornholme: and (. W. ‘Thomas, 8, Spring Hill, 
Cornholme; and official notice was received by parents and others from the 
Record Office at Preston as to other Todmorden men who had been wounded, 
Information as to further casualties arrived later, and from now onward till 
almost the end of the year fresh lists of casualties 
were reported weekly. 


both killed and wounded— 


THE ENGAGEMENT ON JUNE FOURTH. 


Just a month after their first baptism of fire the Territorials were called 
on again to take part in the heavy fighting of the 4th June. They went back 
into the trenches on Thursday, the 3rd June, and the next day they assisted 
in a general advance on Krithia and Achi Baba Hill, on the right of that 
village, forming working parties for the assaulting troops, the Manchester 
Brigade. Their work was to follow the first waves, occupy aud hold any 
Turkish trenches which, they might capture, and at the same time convert 
them into firing trenches. 


The “Lancashire Fusiliers’ Annual” for 1914-15, to which we are 
indebted for some of these details, says:— “The men performed their work 
in an exemplary manner, losing heavily, and secured three of the enemy s 
trenches.” 


Again the casualties among the Todmorden men were heavy, and it was 
in this engagement that four more Todmorden men so greatly distinguished 
themselves as to gain the D.C.M., namely, Company Sergt.-Major Bradshaw 
Allister, Pte. J. W. Child, Pte. R. Allen, and Lance-Corpl. H. Butterworth. 
The particular feats for which they were decorated are fully set out in the 
chapter dealing with ‘* Distinctions.” It is particularly gratifying to be able 
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to record that of eight Distinguished Conduct Medals gained by the 6th 
Battalion, six were awarded to men of the ‘Todmorden detachment. 


At the end of June, the Battalion was taken to the Island of Imros for a 
fortnight’s rest. They were back in the trenches again for the third time 
on the 10th July, and their worst experience was to come on the 7th August. 


THE AUGUST BATTLE. 


On the 6th August a new landing was effected by fresh troops at Suvla 
Bay, and the 6th Battalion, along with other troops, commenced a “ holding 
attack” with the view of keeping the Turks occupied while the landing at 
Suvla was in prograss. The principal objective of the Battalion was what 
was known as the Vineyard, some 200 yards long by 100 yards broad, on the 
west of the Krithia Road. The fighting in which the 1st/6th took part is 
thus deseribed in Sir Lan Hamilton’s despatch of 11th December, (ot — 


‘A large portion of the Vineyard had heen captured in the first dash, 
and the Hast Lancashire men in this part of the field gallantly stood thei 
ground here against a succession of vigorous counter-attacks. ‘The enemy 
suffered very severely in these counter-attacks, which were launched in 
strength and at short intervals. Both our Brigades had also lost heavily 
during the advance, and in repelling the fierce onslaughts of the enemy ; 
but owing to the fine endurance of the 6th and 7th Battalions of the 
Lancashire Fusiliers, it was found possible to hold the Vineyard through 
the night, and a massive column of the enemy which strove to overwhelm 
their thinned ranks was shattered to pieces in the attempt. . Two 
specially furious counter-attacks were delivered by the Turks on the 
Sth August—one at 4-40 a.m., and another at 8-30 p.m.—where again 
our bayonets were too much for them. Throughout the night they made 
continuous bomb attacks, but the 6th Lancashire Fusiliers and the 
4th Kast Lancashire Regiment stuck gamely to their task at the Hastern 
corner of the Vineyard.” 


Vs 4 10 a ayy et r - a > nr . 1 q + 
Fifteen officers of the 6th went over the parapet; eight were killed, six 
were wounded, and only one returned unhurt. It was in this engagement 
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that Lieut. Harold Smith, Lieut: J. H. J. Barker (of the East Lancashires), 
and Company-Sergt. Major John Mason fell, and there were many casualties 
among the rank and file. The regimental) annual says :— 


* For several weeks the casualty lists bore sad testimony to the fierce 
fighting) in which the Battalion had been engaged, and in which they 
acquitted themselves so splendidly. Officers wrote of their pride in the 
steadiness, the nerve, and the indifference to danger, which the men never 
tailed to display,” 


About this date the Territorials who had been wounded in the earlier 
engagements, or had been invalided, began to arrive home in considerable 
numbers, and the narratives of their personal experiences excited great interest 
among their relatives and friends. 


During the summer and autumn drafts from the second and third lines 
went out to fill the depleted ranks of the original Companies. The first draft 
from the 2nd/6th suffered very badly in the August engagement. Out of 13 
men allotted to Captain Barker's Company, 10 were either killed or reported 
missing. Ilow severely the Battalion fared after leaving Kgypt for the 
Dardanelles is proved by the fact that 10 officers and 120 non-commissioned 
othcers and men gave up their lives in that terrible theatre of war, while those 
who -died subsequently numbered 29, and 26 were reported missing. Apart 
from, those who so nobly went to their deaths, the toll of the wounded reached 
an appalling total, approaching 800. 


During September, October and November there was severe fighting on 
the Peninsula, but the 6th Battalion had a comparatively quiet time, although 
they suffered severely on account of the terrible storms. Lord Rochdale was 
invalided home in September, and Major Lees, who had taken over the 
temporary command of the Battalion went into hospital in Alexandria in 
October, and the 6th and 7th Battalions were under the single command of 
Colonel Alexander. 
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CONDITIONS ON THE PENINSULA. 


Unfortunately the Turks were not the only enemies our men had to fight. 
Fredk. P. Gibbon in his history of the 42nd Division says :— 


‘Enemies more insidious than the Turks, and regarded with far 
greater detestation, had appeared during the past two months. The 
ravages of sickness had reduced the fighting strength of the Division more 
than the bullets of the enemy. Dysentery and jaundice were rampant, 
and an epidemic of septic sores ran through the Division. The seasoned 
veterans fared better than the new reinforcements, who succumbed at an 
appalling rate. There had been no break in the hot, dry weather. Many 
of the wells had gradually become defiled, others had run dry, and this no 
doubt contributed greatly to the amount of sickness. The insanitary 
conditions inseparable from the type of warfare waged, and in so confined 
and exposed a space, the continuous strain exacted from all, the lack of 
sleep, the tropical heat, and above all, the plague of flies, with which no 
sanitary measures and precautions could cope, all were in their degree 
responsible for the deplorable results. The country was one huge 
graveyard, in which hundreds of corpses of friends and foes alike lay 
unburied, and the air was heavy with the stench. Fhes clustered in 
noisome masses on everything that attracted them, on the food and in the 
megs-tins as these were carried to one’s mouth, on sores, on faces and hands 
—hblue and green monsters, too lazy to fly or crawl away, and to kill fifty 
was but to invite five thousand to attend the funeral. Under such 
conditions men lived and moved, and even kept a stout heart.” 

Referring to the November storms, the same writer says :— 


* During the first half of November there, had been occasional heavy 
showers and some frost. On the L5th-l7th a violent storm, accompanied 
by a deluge of vain, drove the sea higher and higher up the shore, 
swamping the bivouacs on the beach. In the Gully conditions were even 
worse. Bales of hay, sacks of bread, drowned mules were washed down 
the ravine into the sea. On the night of the 26th a still fiercer storm raged 
on the Peninsula, a storm as,disastrous to the combatants as any that ever 
affected armies in the field. In places the trenches filled, and the troops 
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must drown or stand on:the top, a sure target. for the Turk had he not 
been in like predicament. The gale became a hurricane, the crash of 
thunder, the blinding flashes of lightning heightened the sense of 
catastrophe, and the bitter cold made it the more unbearable. Piers and 
landing stages were destroyed, and the beaches strewn with wreckage, 
During the 27th the rain came down ste: ulily; then the wind veered to 
the north, and brought snow and cruel blizzards. At Anzac and Suyla 
men were frozen to death. In the South the conditions were less (disastrous, 
but the suffering of the troops was intense. Altogether about 10,000 siek 
had to be removed from the Peninsula as the outcome of the four days’ 
tragedy.” 


On the 19th December it was decided to explode a huge crater on the right 
of the Large Gully. Major Lowe!had been killed, and ( aptain Lord took over 
the-command of the firing line. Captain Boyd, of the 7th, led the consolidating 
party after the mine had been exploded. ‘The party was subject to a terrific 
bombardment from the Turks, who had all the guns which had been released 
owing to the evacuation at Suvla and Anzac. The operation was entirely 
successful, although the losses were somewhat heay Vy. 


The 6th were relieved on the 24th December by the 8th Manchesters, and 
went for their Christmas dinner into dug-outs at Geoghan’s Bluff, lower down 
the gully. 


THE EVACUATION. 


On the night of the 27th, the news came that the Battalion was to be 
prepared to embark next day, and the followi ing night they sailed from Gallipoli 
for Mudros. After the Battalion had left the Peninsula the unused stores were 
set on fire, and the sight, which\ was visible from Mudros, 30 or 40 miles away, 
was a wonderful one. Thus ended one of the most tragic, yet most heroic, 
episodes of the Great: War. 


The “ Lancashire Fusiliers’ Annual” says:— ‘To place the fighting in 
Gallipoli in its proper perspective it should be remembered that there was no 
cessation to the firing by the enemy from all arms day or night. It came from 
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every direction, from positions worked out by the highest German military 
engineers after years of thought. They lay in a series of lines, one behind the 
other, some one hundred yards apart, sprinkled with redoubts and myriad 
machine gun emplacements. For our harassed warriors (the word is used in 
its highest and best sense) there was no: resting place; there was no spot on 
the’ Peninsula where they were safe from shell fire. Our men never saw 
Turk, yet there were thousands of them, watching with the alertness of a wild 
animal ready to spring upon its prey. The movement of a hand above our 
trenches provoked a hurricane of fire.” 


A Royal Commission was subsequently appointed — to inquire into the 
preparations for and the conduct of the campaign, and the findings of the 
Commission were of a very drastic and condemnatory character. In a final 
report, issued in November, 1919, the Commissioners emphasise the failure ot 
the military’ authorities at home, or even of the commanders on the spot, to 
realise the enormous difficulties the expedition involved, and their failure to 
provide the men and material necssary for success. 


The following fine lines on the evacuation of the Gallipoli Peninsula were 
written by a Todmorden young man serving in IL.M. Forces :— 


Along the shore 
Our sentinels keep guard for evermore. 


Who shall say, when the game is done, 
Which side lost, and which side won; 
If the crown of laurel the victors wear 
Outshines the halo resting there, 
Shining o’er graves in foreign soil 

The final reward of ceaseless toil? 


We have left our men beside the wave 
That laps the sides of their lonely grave, 
Left on the shores of a foreign land, 

A. glorious, brave, triumphant band. 
They triumphed o’er odds that ne’er hefore 
Had conquered been. The ocean’s roar 

Tio their deep ears a requiem sings, 

Whilst through the world their glory rings 
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The living have left, but the dead remain, 

The living may not return again, 

But the dead are there, their }rave hearts stilled 
Vor the sake of Truth and Honour killed 

And through the ages their graves will be 

A montument to bravery. 


Along the shore 


Our sentinels keep guard for evermore, 


Todmorden, 8th February, 1916, 1D, WAY 


(Continued at Chapter 16.) 
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Thtm STNAT CAMPAIGN. 


‘PER leaving Gallipoli the 6th Battalion remained at Mudros for two 

or three weeks, resting and drilling after their strenuous campaign, and 

it was not long before signs of improvement in smartness and health 
were noticeable. Early in January, 1916, the Battalion embarked on board 
the Battleship H.M.S. Mars for Alexandria, and from thence to Cairo where 
they took over a large canvas camp, and prepared for the reception of the 
remainder of the Division. After a short stay here, where many who had 
been in Kgypt in the early days of the War took the opportunity of renewing 
their acquaintance with the places at which they had spent such pleasant 
times before, they, entrained for Tel-el-kebir and then went on to the Kast 
Canal defences at Shalufa, where the Battalion was brought up to full strength 
again, a» great many more Todmorden men, coming out to take the places of 
comrades who had been killed or wounded in Gallipoli. At this time there were 
between 170 and 180 Todmorden men of the 6th Lancashire Fusiliers in Sinai, 
under the command of Captains G. G. Holden and J. S$. Lord, together with 
Lieut. and Quartermaster II. Wood, Second Lieut. H. F. Ilollinrake and 
Company Sergt.-Major W. Chadwick. : 


It might usefully and shortly be explained here that the release of 
Turkish forces from Gallipoli had now brought another attempt to destroy the 
Suez Canal, and to bring a revolution in Egypt within the bounds of 
possibility. 


In 1914 the defence of the Canal had been on the West bank, with 
bridgeheads on the East, bank close to the Canal. Tt was now decided that the 
defence of the Canal would be best maintained by putting up works far enough 
in the desert on the Kast side to prevent the enemy from bringing guns into 
aetion which would enable them to damage the waterway. For the next few 
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Todmorden Territorials—1/6th Batt. Lancashire Fusiliers. 
1, Lt.-Col, J. J, GLepuite (Photo by Elliott & Fry), 2, Major R, H. BARKER (Pholo by Norman Eyre). 3. Capt. J,S, Lorp, 
4. Lieut. J, H. Smiru. 5, Capt. G.G.Hoipen. 6. Coy.-Sergt.-Major B. ALLISTER. 7. Coy.-Sergt.-Major J, MAson 
(Photos by Clapham). 
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months the Battalon remained in,the vicinity of the Canal, and spent their 
time in, refitting, drilling, and, indeed, getting back to that condition of 
smartness which is generally associated with the soldier in peace time. 


Battalion, Brigade and Divisional training were carried out in, full detail 
of open warfare in the hope that the acquaintance with the Turk might soon 
be resumed. Do not let it be thought that life was pleasant here, and 
because no actual fighting was taking place that lives were lived in comfort. 
Sandstorms which began in March permeated food, clothing and lungs, and 
filled up with heartbreaking monotony trenches which had been dug, at the 
cost. of much hard labour and work. In June, July and August, the heat was 
terrific, thei temperature being rarely below 120 degrees in the shade, if indeed 
any could be found, during the day, and 105 degrees at night. 


Training ceased between the hours of 8-30 a.m., and 6 p.m., and for the 
remainder of the day the men could do little else than Jie prostrate, with as 
few garments on as possible, perhaps dreaming of the coolness: and pleasant 
breezes at Stoodley Pike. At the end of June the Battalion left with the 
remainder of the Division, including Cavalry and Artillery, and took over the 
post. of Ballybunion, six miles on the Kast side of the: Canal, and in quick 
suecession occupied Ballah, Kantara, and [fill 70. 


About this time information was received that large enemy forces, led by 
German officers, and armed with German artillery and machine-guns were 
moving rapidly across the desert from Kl Arish towards the Canal. 


All was at once excitement, and everyone realised that a strenuous time 
was at hand. The Battalion was quickly got ready to move ‘at a moment’s 
notice, and all men who were not fit for long marches were weeded out, whilst 
the remainder moved off to Pelusium to take the place of the 127th Brigade, 
which had left to help the Anzacs, who were now heavily engaged at. Mount 
Royston. 


At two o’clock in the morning of August 7th, the Battalion left Pelusium 
on one of the most appallingly strenuous marches in its history, following up 
the Cavalry, mainly Australians and New Zealanders, who were still fighting 
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the Turks, and halted at mid-day. The heat was frightful, and there was 
practically no water, but on they went again after the Turk, who was in full 
flight before the Cavalry. That night was spent at Mount Meredith. 


THE ADVANCE ON KATIA. 


At two o'clock next morning the order was given to advance on Ratia 
to which the Turk had retired, and was then holding in great strength. The 
prospect was not enticing; the heat as the day wore on was suffocating, and 
men| toppled over with sunstroke, whilst the soft sand, always above the ankles 
and sometimes up to the knees, made marching enormously difficult and 
arduous. Men lay prostrate, unable to move another yard. Every inch of 
physical energy they possessed was used up. Water ran short, only three- 
quarters of a pint per man could be afforded, and no more was forthcoming 
until Katia was reached. The discipline was wonderful, and even apparently 
at the end of all endurance the men seemed to force themselves listlessly and 
wearily forward. 


Mr. Gibbon in his history of the 42nd Division, from which we have 
previously quoted, says:— ‘A medical officer described their appearance as 
that of men being gradually suffocated. Their faces turned a dusky blue. They 
were panting for breath and falling unconscious on the track. All that could 
be done was to try and collect them, in groups and place their heads under any 
low serub that may be found. At one spot the torture was most cruelly 
augmented by an unfulfilled hope of relief. The sight of great quantities of 
attractive fruit, outwardly resembling oranges, was hailed with hoarse cries of 
delight. ‘The ‘oranges’ were seized upon ravenously, and in a few cases 
bitten into, and thrown away with curses. It was that most bitter of fruits, 
the kalumba, as bitter as the disappoinment it had caused, with the prospect 
of remaining, agonising thirst intensifying the anguish. .. About 
mid-day an oasis a mile from Katia was sighted, and men staggered on towards 
the trees and the hope for water, but there was no sign of water. Rumour 
quickly passed from man to man that water lay within two feet of the surface, 
and distressing scenes were witnessed of men half mad with thirst desperately 
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digging into the sand with entrenching tools and even bare hands in a vain 
attempt to find water. Fortunately, the camels arrived an hour later brin ging 
an allowance of a pint for each man.” 


Describing the advance, Mr. Gibbon says:— ‘‘ Viewed-from a ridge, the 
wlvance on Katia was picturesque. The plain was covered with long lines of 
infantry, mounted troops on the flanks, and batteries of field guns, with traction 
engine wheels hauled through the sand by huge teams of horses. Far wWway 
to the rear came endless strains of grunting, bubbling camels, and miles 
in front, a tantalising sight, lay green oases that brought to mind the desert 
pictures of childhood. The prediction that the march would be more exhausting 
than any yet attempted proved only too true, and the officers who had been 
through the worst of the Gallipoli campaign, and at a later date had had 18 
months’ experience of trench and open warfare in Flanders and France, 
declared that they have known nothing to surpass the sufferings of the 127th 
Brigade.” 


On the 6th of August, 1916, the 125th Brigade in which were the 
6th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers, moved wpa more direct ridge to reach the 
shade of the Katia oasis in the afternoon, and found that the Turks had not 
waited their coming. Although the Battalion had played only a minor part 
from the actual fighting point of view in this great success, undoubtedly the 
Turk, tired and dejected after his wonderful march in the desert, and the 
fighting of the last few days, seeing as he believed, new and fresh British 
troops marching against him, decided he would not wait. he victory was 
complete and the menace to the Canal was over. 


In this battle it is estimated that out of 18,000 enemy troops employed 
their losses were 3,930 prisoners, 1,251 killed, and 4,000 wounded. The 
captured material included a complete Krupp mounted battery with 400 rounds 
of ammunition, 2,300 rifles, and a million rounds of S.A.A., 100 mules and 
horses and 500 camels. 


The Battalion remained some time at Katia, throwing out strong outposts. 
With the exception of occasional air raids by machines flying at a very great 
height, the time was spent very quietly and pleasantly, 
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In the middle of August the Battalion moved with the rest of the Division 
back to Romani, and from thence to Mohamadiyeh, where to| everybody’s great 
joy sea bathing could be indulged in. Colonel Gledhill rejoined the Battalion 
as second in command, a position ne held until the middle of October, when 
he was once more compelled to return to hospital, as the result of his Gallipoli 
wound. 


The health of the troops under the present conditions soon improved, and 
when in September they moved off to Duedar, part of the section defences, 
the troops were in good health, and high spirits. At Duedar the 6th Battalion 
relieved the Royal Scots, who had been surprised just before at one of the 
outposts seven or eight miles distant, and had lost heavily. Fortunately, 
however, the 6th Battalion were not troubled, and, in fact, thoroughly enjoyed 
their stay, having good sports and many games of football and other 
competitions with) and against the Australian Light Horse, who were also 
stationed there. ‘This good time, however, came to an end in six weeks, and 
the Battalion once more moved back to Mohamadiyeh, where the troops were 
given in turn two days’ leave to visit Port Said. 


About this time, with the advent of the Gin. water main which had been 
laid, and which brought drinking water to the troops in the desert, and also 
the railway line which, had been rapidly pushed forward, it was decided to 
push forward the troops, and clear the Turks out of Sinai. The mounted troops, 
therefore, went forward and engaged the Turks at. Bir-el-Abd, and later at 
Mazar, which is a distance of over 80 miles from the Canal. The Infantry 
and Artillery and other troops followed, up steadily, so as to concentrate the 
whole Division ati Mazar, which the Turks had left to retire on Fl Arish. 
Mazar was reached after a few days’ rather strenuous, also rather pleasant, 
march, the Battalion passing through and bivouacing for the nights at Katia, 
Salmana, Tilul, Ber-el-Abd, and thence to Mazar. 


The march was made much easier as a result of a useful thought by an 
Engineer, which resulted in miles and miles of wire netting being laid on the 
soft sand. 


THE SINAT CAMPAIGN. 


On December 19th, the concentration of troops at Mazar was complete, 
consisting of 30,000 men of all arms of the 42nd and 52nd Divisions, with no 
fewer than 18,000 camels as transport. A rapid move forward, and a surprise 
attack on the Turkish positions in frout of El Arish—the largest village in 
the Sinai Peninsula—was contemplated and arranged to take place in the 
small hours of the morning of December 21st. 


When the morning of the 21st came, however, it was discovered that, the 
Turks had once more fled, this time out of Sinai, and the Battalion moved back 
once more to Mazar, where Christmas was spent quite happily. 


The Sinai Campaign was now over, and, the one matiter of interest was 
whether the Turks were to be pursued into Palestine or whether the Division 
would go to France. All doubts were set at rest on this score at the beginning 
ot February, when the Division was moved back to Moascar to re-fit for 
France, moving back by train over the 100-mile railway line which they had 
helped to lay, but which they had never had the doubtful pleasure of using 
before. 


The work of the Battalion in the Mast uow came to an end. / ‘The Suez 
Canal was safe, and tha invasion of Heypt defeated. he campai gh, although 
there had been no heavy fighting, had been a strenuous one, and this was the 
first occasion on which British troops had spent a whole year under the severe 
climatic conditions of that part of the world without once being under cover. 
The magnitude of the work accomplished in the desert will be shown by the 
following figures:— Railways, 360 miles; pipe lines, 300 miles; roads, 220 
miles; tunber hurdles, 800 miles; wire netting for marching, 50,000 rows; 
barbed wire, 7,000 tons; cement, 2,000 tons; sandbags used, 30 millions. 


CHAPTER IX. 


Tur Seconp Sixta LANcASHIRE FUSILIERS 


MMEDIATELY on the departure of the first line of the 6th Lancashire 
Fusiliers from Todmorden in August, 1914, steps were taken to raise a 
Reserve Battalion, and soon another full company was enlisted. By 

September 24th (about the time the Ist/Gth were arriving in Egypt) the 
number enrolled was 137, with several on the waiting list. 


Capt. J. E. Sutcliffe. ; Lieut. J. H. J. Barker. 


Mr. John KH. Sutcliffe, the Stile, and Ma. J. UL. J. Barker, of Laneside 
Hlouse, applied for commissions in the Territorial Reserve. Mr. Sutcliffe was 
allocated to the 6th Lancashire Fusiliers, and was granted a commission as 
captain; Mr. Barker was alloted to the 2nd/5th Kast Lancashire Reginient at 
Burnley. Captain J. WH. Sutcliffe was transferred from Headquarters to take 
charge of the Reserve Company. On Sunday, the 26th September, the Company 
attended divine service at St. Mary’s Church, and on the 7th November at 
Harley Wood Church, Captain Sutcliffe being in command. On the following 
Thursday, 11th November, the Company, numbering 141 officers and men, 
left Todmorden for Southport. Before leaving they were addressed by the 
Mayor, who gave them a hearty send off in the name of the inhabitants of the 
borough. 


SECOND SIXTH LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS. 


In May, 1915, the Reserve Company left Southport for Crowborough, where 
their training was continued whilst awaiting the call for active service. ‘‘ One 
of the Lads,” writing from Crowborough Camp on Ist June, 1915, after 
referring sympathetically to their comrades of the first line who had recently 
fallen in Gallipoli, said :— 


“It is the price we have to be prepared to pay, and I am pleased to 
say that the majority of us here are prepared to pay it. This morning the 
first batch of our lads marched out of camp at six o'clock en route for 
Egypt, there to finish their training before taking their places in the 
firing line. Many were the eyes that were filled with tears at the parting, 
for some of us have been pals for the last nine months. The band played 
them out, and our Colonel marched at their head. There is another draft 
made up. I cannot say when they’ will be required, but) they are ready 
when called upon.” 


The time was occupied mainly with special field training and drill— 
company, brigade, and divisional. In August the Battalion was moved to 
Maidstone, and formed part of the third line of the First Defence of London. 
While here they were inspected by Lord Kitchener, and on Minden Day the 
Brigade was addressed by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who recounted the story 
of the Battle of Minden. 

About this time there: was a serious threat of a German invasion of this 
country, and the brigade moved to Brighton, where they were engaged in 
stockading, barbed-wiring and trench, making, on the completion of which 
duty they returned to Crowborough. 

As senior brigade they had the choice of staying at Crowborough or going 
into billets at Tunbridge Wells. The Brigade Commander preferred Tunbridge 
Wells, where they remained until March 16th, 1916, when they were moved 
again, this time to Colchester, where they arrived on St. Patrick’s Day. While 
at Colchester they were inspected by Sir William Robertson and Lord French, 
and twice by the King, and they also had the honour of marching past 
representatives of the Russian Duma, including General Protopopoff, who was 
one of the first of the Russian notables to be shot at the beginning of the 
Revolution. 

| Continued at Chapter 17. | 


55 


GEGAVE TER Ne 
War Retier COMMITTED. 


HE first of the local War Funds to be established was that for the rehiet 

of distress caused by the War. On the 12th August, 1914, a speetal 

meeting of the Town Council was convened to consider two letters from 
the Local Government Board as to the appointment of a local committee for 
the prevention and relief of the distress which was expected to prevail as a 
result of the War. At this meeting a resolution was passed asking the Mayor 
to open a fund, and an Kmergency Committee was appotated consisting of the 
six aldermen and the six senior councillors to deal with urgent cases, and for 
that purpose to draw upon a sum of £104 left over from the Distress Mund 
raised at the time of the Boer War. ‘This committee sat daily until the Reliet 
Committee was established. 


The Council also decided to hold a publhe meeting to appoint a Reliet 
Committee, and this meeting was) held on the I4th August, whon the 
proceedings were somewhat lively on the question of the constitution of the 
committee. Lventually a large and representative committee was appointed, 
with power to add, and the first meeting was held on the following Tuesday, 
It was unanimously decided to join the national movement, to pay over to 
the Prince of Wales’s Fund the subscriptions already received, and to ask 
for an immediate grant of £250 from the National Fund to meet urgent cases, 
Later it was decided to form a local fund, and a sub-committee was appointed 
to formulate; a scheme for carrying out the work, as well as to settle a ummber 
of details, the following being appointed as the sub-committee :— The Mayor 
(Ald. R. Jackson), Councillors Hl. Barker and KH. Crabtree, Miss Anne Barker, 
Miss Mabel Hastwood, and Messrs. HMdward Crabtree, Thos, Greenwood 
(Walsden), J. Philip Hoyle, J. A. Ingham, J. W. Rothwell and G, Windsor, 
The Town Clerk (Mr. IH. Garratt) was appointed Hon. Clerk to the committee, 
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and the Borough Accountant (Mr. A. Pickles) was appointed Hon. Treasurer. 
The appeal for funds met with a very generous response, and the work of the 
committee was taken up with enthusiasm. In September, the Todmorden and 
District Trades Council passed a resolution urging upon the workers who were 
working sufficient time, and were in receipt of sufficient wages, to make a 
weekly contribution to the fund, and in a great many cases this was done as 
long as the need existed. 


Notwithstanding the fact that appeals were being made simultaneously 
for the Belgian Refugees and the Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild, the 
subscriptions to the Local Fund had amounted by December 4th to 
£1,904 16s. Od., and to the National Fund to £549 18s. 5d. Hence the Mayor 
was able to make the gratifying announcement that for the time being no 
further subscriptions were required, as the fund in hand was sufficient for 
some time to come. 


On the 21st August, 1914, a scheme of organisation was submitted and 
adopted, and the work of the committee then began. This scheme was that 
on which all the following schemes and the collection of funds were based. 
In accordance with the scheme the Borough was divided into four districts, 
each with its own sub-committee and visitors to assist in the work. Relief 
was at first given mainly in kind. Grocers were asked to submit their prices 
for goods ordinarily bought, and each recipient of assistance was given an 
order on the grocer named by him or her for specified goods to the value of the 
grant. ‘The cases were visited each week, and the reports of the visitors were 
considered at the meetings of the district committees. 


During September, October, and November the Central Committee sat 
every night dispensing reef, except Saturdays and Sundays, the, meetings 
usually lasting from 6-30 to ten o’clock or later; and the Finance Committee 
met every month. Hach district committee was represented on the Central 
Finance Committee, whose duty it was to decide questions of policy and draw 
up scales of relief, which were increased from time to time to keep pace with 
the increased cost of living, and thus uniformity was attained throughout the 
Borough. 


57 


TODMORDEN AND THE GREAT WAR. 


At a meeting held on the 11th September a suggestion of the Women’s 
Co-operative Guild was considered to establish a scheme for the benefit of 
expectant and nursing mothers in the Borough. A Maternity Committee was 
subsequently constituted, and the money for its work was provided out of the 
Relief Fund. An arrangement was also made with the Needlework Guild 
whereby in necessitous cases the sewing in connection with soldiers’ clothing 
given out by the Guild was paid for by the Committee. ‘he Committee further 
undertook, at the request of the Kducation Committee, to enquire into all 
applications for free meals for school children. inquiries in all these cases 
were made by the lady visitors, and recommendations were niade to the 
District Committees, 


Owing to the rush of recruits for Kitchener's Army there was a lack of 
equipment, and a national appeal was made in September for blankets, coats, 
ete., and several consignments were forwarded from the Borough to Army 
Headquarters, Northern Command, The Committee also distributed — to 
necessitous cases recommended by the District Committees a supply of 
children’s clothing provided by the Needlework Guild. The local doctors 
assisted by giving free medical attendance and medicine to dependants of 
soldiers and sailors. 


The Committee also undertook the work of a local branch of the Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Families’ Association, and, pending the payment of Government 
separation allowances, advanced money to soldiers’ dependants. In November, 
the Government of Quebec sent a supply of cheeses to this country. Twelve 
cheeses were sent to the local Relief Committee, and arrangements were made 
for their distribution among the dependants of soldiers and sailors, who 
attended a tea and entertainment given by the Mayor on the 12th December. 
The children of the United States also sent Christmas presents for the 
children of men who were serving in the Army, and the presents sent to 
‘Todmorden were distributed at the request of the Relief Committee by the 
Klementary School teachers. A gift of potatoes grown on the ‘Todmorden, Golf 
Links was made by the Golf Club. 


In 1915, the lady visitors assisted in obtaining particulars of men from 
the Borough who were serving in His Majesty's Forces. At the time the Town 
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Council intended to publish a Roll of Honour, but owing to the passing of 
the Military Service Acts the idea was abandoned. 


About the end of 1915, owing to the improvement of trade due to the large 
Government orders which had been, placed in the town, the amount of distress 
and the necessity for relief greatly decreased. he District Committees 
thereupon ceased to meet, and the work was taken over by the Finance 
Committee sitting as a central body. 


In May, 1916, there was established under the Naval and Military Wax 
Pensions Act, 1915, a War Pensions Local Cominittee, which ineluded five 
representatives of the Local Relief Committee. 


As already intimated, the work of the Committee was very varied, At 
one meeting held in April, 1915, a report was submitted of what had been 
done in a particularly sad case where a soldier's wife had died and left two 
young children, the soldier, being in France; a report. was submitted of an 
interview with a local tradesman who had agreed io cancel a debt owing by a 
deceased soldier; an account. was paid for the removal of a sick child. te 
Pendlebury Hospital; and a case of illness was reported where the patient 
had been removed by private motor car. 


Up to December, 1915, the following applications for grants had been 
dealt’ with :— Central, 349; Cornholme, 101; Mastwood, 75; Walsden, 113. 
From December, 1915, to October, 1918, 137 applications were dealt with. 
In some of these cases grants were made for many weeks, so that the number 
of cases did not represent by any means the number of visits paid or reports 
made by visitors. Apart from these cases a large number of letters were 
written in connection with delayed separation allowances, pensions, and other 
matters. At one time over a hundred letters a month were being written. 


As there was considerable delay in the grant of the separation allowances 
of men who joined the 6th Lancashire Fusiliers, the committee made 
representations to the War Office, and were informed that the delay had been 
caused by the neghgence of a clerk in the Separation Allowance Office, 
Manchester, who had been dismissed. Fewer complaints were subsequently 
made, 
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Applications were made for grants from the Royal Patriotic Fund, and 
£288 was received for the dependants of men killed in action, which sum was 
expended by thei Committee for the benefit of the dependants. In many cases 
tradesmen agreed to accept considerably reduced sums in settlement of debts 
owing to them. From 30th June, 1916, the War Pensions Local Committee 
took over the responsibility for dealing with delays in payment of separation 
allowances and such matters. ‘The Government regulations did not cover 
many of the cases of serious hardship, and the Committee felt it necessary to 
deal with them. Grants were also made in civilian cases of serious illness 
where in consequence of the high cost of living grave hardship was caused, 
During the three months from May to July, 1917, the payments by the 
Committee average £8 10s. Od. per week. The contributions to the Local Fund 
at the end of October, 1917, amounted to £1,938 Lls. 5d., and to the National 
Fund £579 16s. 8d. 


At a meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee held 6th December, L918, 
the Mayor announced that the Local Fund was exhausted, and the committee 
were asked to consider the desirability of making another appeal. Mr. J. P. 
Hoyle, referring to the alternative possibility of obtaining a grant from the 
Prince of Wales’s Fund, said that by so doing they would practically be 
compelled to discontinue nearly all the beneficent work of the past four years, 
as the regulations would not allow them to make any grants out of the fund 
in soldiers’ or sailors’ cases. These cases formed the majority of those dealt 
with, and in the opinion of all of them they should not be allowed to go by 
default under any circumstances. He suggested that another appeal be made 
to the public to raise sufficient money to provide relief for the year 1919. 
During the previous year the grants had averaged £42 a month, and on that 
basis he suggested that the public be asked to raise a further sum of £500 
to see the Committee through the next twelve months. In, the course of the 
discussion it was stated that the total amount: which the Committee had 
disbursed during the War was £1,864. <A resolution was passed asking the 
Mayor to appeal for a further sum of £500. This appeal also met with a 
ready response, the amount contributed being £596. 


The Committee found that there were far more cases of hardship than 
one would expect in a thriving borough hke Todmorden, and that many 
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persons were suffering privation through no fault of their own. All the cases 
were frequently visited, and help was given in. many ways by the lady visitors, 
who carried out their duties with commendable zeal an@ self-sacrifice. The 
work of the Committee showed the necessity for a permanent fund to: assist 
persons who through illness or other causes are unable to provide sufficient 
means of subsistence for themselves and_ their families, and the scheme 
subsequently adopted for the administration of the War Memorial Fund made 
provision for this much-needed relief. 


All the work of the Committee was done voluntarily, and special thanks 
were due to the Mayor, Messrs. J. P. Hoyle, Hdward Crabtree, Fredk, Lee, 
W. J. Tout, the Rev. J. I. Lomax, and many others: also: to Messrs. S.A. 
Crossley, R. Gaskell, HW. Holt, T. Ogden, Jas. Whitaker and’ F. Wood, who 
acted as district secretaries, to the ladies who served as district visitors, to 
‘Mr. i. Taylor, postmaster, for help given in connection with separation 
allowances, and to Mrs. Iarold Stephenson, the Town Clerk, and Mr. F. 
Dennett, who spared no effort in connection with the work of the Committee. 
The Maternity Committee, with Mrs. Harold Stephenson, and afterwards with 
Mrs. G. H. Ashworth, of Burnley Road, as hon. secretaries, also did extremely 
useful work. 


The Committee continued its work until November, 1920, when - the 
duties were taken over by a committee appointed by the Trustees of the Wan 
Memorial Scheme. At the final meeting of the Committee held 15th November. 
it was reported that small balances remained in the hands of the various 
district secretaries, and it was resolved that these be handed over to the 
treasurer, and that any balance in the hands of the treasurer at the end of 
the month be set off and adjusted as against advances from the Memorial Fund. 
The thanks of the Committee were accorded to the Chairman (Ald, R. Jackson) 
and the Vice-chairman (Mr. J. P. Hoyle) for their services .in the guidance 
of the work of the committee during their term of office; to the Town Clerk 
for his services in helping to draft and work the admirable scheme of relief 
work which had been carried out; and to Mr. Pickles for his long and able 


treasurership. 
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The Town Clerk, in responding, said he thought they had been extremely 
fortunate in Todmorden in, having men and women who had had sufficient 
public interest to devote themselves to this work. The town had been served 
as few other towns had been served, in assisting cases of distress during the 
War. If throughout the country the same good work had been done, much of 
the prevailing unrest would not have arisen. 


A. statement, prepared by Mr. A. Pickles, the hon. treasurer, of the 
receipts and payments from August, 1914, to 29th November, 1920, showed :— 


Recrirrs. Eee coh 
Subscriptions (First Appeal)... ... ... ...19388 11 95 
Nilyanoes:.\Repaidy piulseces. aceupeice: esey aspen Gal mn 
Loan and Bank Interest eae ae Brea fs bere! 
National Relet Fund (5.0 -.ceen ce 0.20 LOOM OesD 
Subseriptions (Second Appeal) oo... 0... DNG 3G 
Prisoners of War Fund, unexpended balance 

transferred [ep erin oe LOD Let 


£o0OLT se O21! 


Payments. | Lo 5: ele 

Grants in Cash and Goods ... 0.. ...  ...2899- 0. 383 
Administrative Iixpenses be ER. coy, ee OreM aero 
: LSOli ee al 
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CornHotmMr Warp Sonpirrs’ and Narnors’ Fenn. 


TIS fund, which was one of the first to be established, and one of the 

largest in the scope of its operations, of the many district and sectional 

efforts made in the Borough in connection with the War, was inaugurate: 
at a public meeting held in Vale Council School on Wednesday, 3rd December, 
1915. There was only a small attendance at the meeting, but the results which 
followed proved once again how great consequences often follow from small 
beginnings. Ald. Thos. Greenwood presided, and the Rev. J. KE. Portman, of 
the Cornholme U.M. Church, moved that a scheme. be initiated to take an 
interest in the welfare of the soldiers and sailors from Cornholme Ward who 
had joined His Majesty’s Forces, the scheme to embrace the following 
objects: — To compile a complete register of the Cornholme men on service, 
to send parcels, to help prisoner's of war, to assist dependants with advice, 
to acknowledge publicly any who won distinctions, to help the partially 
disabled, to comfort the bereaved, to institute a memorial to the fallen, and 
to take an interest in the soldiers and sailors generally. The resolution was 
adopted, and the following officers were appointed: — President, Ald, 
Greenwood; vice-presidents, Councillors (afterwards Alderman) E. Crabtree 
and A. ITelliwell, and the Rey. J. E. Portman; hon. secretaries, Messrs. W. 
Aspinall and F. Knighton; treasurer, Mr. W. Bancroft. A large and 
representative committee was appointed consisting of 77 members, including 
the Cornholme Recruiting Committee, the ministers, mill owners, and 
publicans as hon. members, one representative from each Church and Club 
in the Ward, four ladies from the Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild, three 
ladies present at the meeting, and Mr. Ernest Horsfall. Among those who 
took a prominent interest in the'work of the fund in addition to those already 
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mentioned were the Rey. D. Williams (Vicar of Cornholme), Rev. J. H. Lomax 
(Vicar of Harley Wood), Messrs. T. Ogden, T. Ingham, Sam Banks, Sam 
Mallinson, Fred Marshall and Alfred Charnley. 


The committee got to work at once and canvassed the district. Hvery 
house was visited, and nearly every house contributed to the fund. £50 was 
ealised by this house-to-house visitation. Messrs. Newell Bros., of Lydgate, 
gave a find lead with a donation of £20, and Messrs. Wilson Bros. Bobbin 
Ca. and Messrs. Joshua Smith, Ltd., followed with contributions of £25 each. 
Various sub-committees were formed, including an executive committee, a 
flag committee, a parcels committee, and a whist committee. Many efforts 
were resorted to for the purpose of raising money, including whist drives 
and dances, concerts, musical services at the Churches and Chapels, house-to- 
house collections, football matches, ete. Searcely a week passed without some 
special effort. being made, and almost without exception they were well 
patronised. A. whist drive arranged by the employees of Messrs. Joshua 
Smith, Ltd., raised a sum of £35, to which the firm added an equal sum, A 
flae day held on 16th May, 1916, raised £23 10s. 8d. Most of the artistes 
for the concerts gave their services, and others came for reduced fees. A 
concert held in October, 1917, at which the principal attraction was Mr. 
Kingsley Lark, the famous operatic singer, raised a sum of £42. In 
connection with the various concerts valuable service was rendered by Mr. 
Wilfrid Sutcliffe, who was usually responsible for securing the artistes. One 
of the most unique efforts made was what was called a dinner-time collection. 
Envelopes were left at each house in the Ward, in which the family were 
asked to place the proceeds of a collection taken at dinner-time on Sunday, 
Gth May, 1917. The envelopes were collected the following Tuesday, and the 
amount realised by the effort was a useful sum of £55 4s. 13d. 


: 


As indicating the amount of work which the scheme involved, Mr, 
Aspinall reported at a meeting held at the beginning of April, 1917, that the 
general committee had met 16 times, with an average attendance of 15; the 
executive committee five times, with an average of eight; the parcels committee 
10 times, with an average of nine; whilst the: whist committee and the flag 
committee had met as required. The total number of meetings had been 36. 
Over 2,200 notices of meetings had been issued, 900 letters had been sent ta 
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soldiers, and 3,500 addresses of soldiers and sailors had been written to make 
complete records. The parcels committee were greatly indebted to Messrs. 
Crabtree and Farrar for the generous supply of material for the bags, and 
to Mr. Bracewell for making them. The number of parcels sent to April, 1917, 
was as follows :— 


Home. Foreign. Postal Orders. 
ComibGlinen mw meaonn col 54  s20le ee 726 
Lydgate Ree, LUG: Jug ol ae en EO 

559 415 51 


This represented a grand total of 805, of which only eight were returned. 
Number of soldiers from the) Ward to whom parcels had been sent, 547: 
number of soldiers from the Ward who died before the fund started, 18; 
total, 565. The treasurer’s statement for the same date showed substantial 
donations by all the leading local firms, employees, clubs, schools, ete., the 
total receipts from all sources amounting to the sum of £408 10s. 4d., of whieh 
there remained a balance in hand of £67 19s. 9d. In addition to postal orders, 
the following articles had been despatched :— 53,600 cigarettes, 2,328 oz. 
(145$1b.) tobacco, 1,008 dry outfits, 1,008 tablets toilet soap, 1,008 shaving 
sticks, 984 handkerchiefs, 575 tins cocoa, sugar and milk tabloids, 432 tins tea 
tabloids, 144 tins cocoa tabloids, 1,008 half pound tins of trench ointment, 
444 tins of Oxo cubes, 510 pairs of bootlaces, 432 tins of Meloids, 288 vest 
pocket cups. 


By October, 1917, over a thousand parcels had been sent, and over a 
thousand letters of grateful acknowledgment received from soldiers serving 
in the various theatres of war. 


The final meeting of the committee was held on 19th September, 1919, 
when it was reported that the total amount raised had been £872 12s. 114d. 
and the total expenditure £725 4s. 5d., leaving a balance in hand _ of 
£147 8s. 64d. The total number of parcels sent was 1,793, in addition to 


which 125 postal orders for 10s. each were sent to relatives of those who had 
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lost their lives, and over 2,000 acknowledgments were received. Among the 
theatres of war to which parcels were despatched were France, Belgium, 
Germany, Egypt, Gallipoli, - Salonica, East Africa, India, Palestine, 
Mesopotamia, and to stations in all parts of Great Britain. 


At the meeting in September, 1919, it was decided to call a public 
meeting to consider the question of a war memorial for the district, with a 
view to acquiring or otherwise Frostholme Institute, kindly offered by Messrs. 
Joshua Smith and Co., Ltd., for the purpose of a local branch of the Y.M.C.A. 
This meeting was held at Vale Council School on 15th October, 1919, and there 
was an attendance of about 50 persons. Ald. E. Crabtree presided, and speeches 
in support of the establishment of a local branch of the Y.M.C.A. as a war 
memorial were delivered by Mr. Cicero Smith, J.P., Mr. E. L. Bennett, 
secretary of the Yorkshire Union of the Y.M.C.A., Rev. J. Chinn, Rey. J. H. 
Lomax and the Rev. T. A. Sankey (the newly-appointed Vicar of Cornholme). 
The proposal did not appear to meet with the whole-hearted support of the 
ex-soldiers present, although there was no opposition of a very definite 
character, and on being put to the meeting the proposition was declared 
by the chairman to be carried by 19 votes to 1. It was resolved that the 
committee of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Fund, with power to add to their 
number, be appointed the committee to carry the proposed scheme into effect. 
The Institute was formally opened as a branch of the Y.M.C.A. on Ist May, 
1920. Ald. R. Jackson, J.P., ex-Mayor, presided, and the opening ceremony 
was performed by Mr. Cicero; Smith, J.P., the donor. It was reported that 
subscriptions had been received amounting to £257 10s. Od. 


At the same meeting the resignation was submitted of Mr. Aspinall, who 
had served as secretary of the fund since its inception, and to whose 
enthusiasm and devotion its remarkable success was very largely due. Several 
gentlemen present spoke in the highest terms of Mr. Aspinall’s work, and a 
presentation was made to him in recognition of his valuable services to the 
fund. 


The main purpose for which the fund was instituted had now been 
accomplished, but there was still the war memorial scheme to be carried 
through, and the meeting appointed Miss Stowell as secretary, and Miss Alice 
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Law as assistant secretary, Miss Stowell having served as assistant secretary 
to Mr. Aspinall in connection with the Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Fund. 


On 11th September, 1921, a memorial erected by public subseription in 
memory of 131 soldiers and sailors frony Cormnholme Ward who fell in the War 
was unveiled in Vale Baptist Chapel yard in the presence of a large gathering. 
The monument is surmounted by a statue in white marble, representing the 
Angel of Peace, with arms outstretched. he cost of the memorial was £235. 
Ald. R. Jackson, J.P., ex-Mayor, presided, and the statue was formally 
unveiled by Ald. E. Crabtree. Several local ministers took part in the 
ceremony, which was of an affecting character. 


SHADE SOLDIERS AND SAILORS’ FUND. 


Another of the local committees which did a large amount of useful and 
necessary work in its own district was the Shade Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Fund. 
The movement was set on foot at a meeting held at Bridge End in November, 
1917. The originators and most active spirits in connection with the movement 
were Ald. F. Pickles, who acted as chairman, Mr. David Firth secretary, 
and Mr. J. A. Scholfield treasurer. The area covered by the fund extended 
from Laneside Street to Gauxholme Arches, and to the top of Knowlwood 
Road. A large number of efforts in the shape of whist drives, dances, fancy 
dress balls, etc., were promoted to provide the necessary funds. The first, of 
these functions was a fancy dress ball held on! 17th November, 1917, which 
raised a sum of over £20. In the first year gifts of money were sent to 164 
soldiers on active service from the Shade district. 


In August, 1918, the committee organised a very successful effort. in the 
shape of a gala and sports at Dobroyd Castle in aid of the local Prisoners of 
War Fund. Fine weather favoured the event, which realised the very 
handsome sum of £154. 


In the second year of the committee’s operations, gifts were sent to 172 
soldiers from the Shade district. Altogether the committee raised over £300 
for various war purposes, and at a final meeting held after the signing of the 
Armistice it was decided to hand over. the balance remaining in hand, 
amounting to a few pounds, to the Centre Vale Hospital Fund. 
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Many other sectional committees rendered useful work of a like charactez 
in their respective districts. Among those worthy of special mention were 
the Meadow Bottom Mothers, who carried out quite a series of functions, both 
open-air and indoor, raising considerable sums of money; they were alsa 
prominently represented at most of the larger functions, taking an active 
part in processions, fancy dress balls, and similar efforts. By September, 
1915, they had raised sufficient to send a parcel of comforts of the value of 
9s. 6d. to each of the 53 soldiers who had gone from that particular district, 
extending from the railway arch at Park Road to Wickenberry Clough. For 
many weeks they made house-to-house collections of old clothing and other 
odds and ends, and each Friday these were put up for auction an d found ready 
buyers. The sales averaged about 17s. a week, in addition to which many 
subseriptions were obtained, ‘The movement was worked by a committee 
of seven mothers, namely, Mrs. Greenwood, Mrs. Macriel, Mrs. Naylor, 
Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. Eastwood, Mrs. Stott and Mrs. Simpson. 


The mothers in Joshua Street and Stansfield, Street held a jumble sale 


in Victoria Road P.M. Chapel which realised £11 for the Y.M.C.A. 
There was also a Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Committee for the Kilnhurst 


distriet which rendered useful service on similar lines for the men who had 
gone from that district. 
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Tuer Betoran REFUGEES. 


MMEDIATELY the German armies began to overrun Belgium the 
civilised world was horrified by an outburst of barbarism on the part of 
the German soldiery such as had not been seen in Kurope for centuries. 

In every town and hamlet’ which the Germans entered the most horrible 
cruelties and indignities were inflicted upon the unoffending civil population, 
irrespective of age, sex, or class, with the avowed intention of breaking their 
spirit and cowing them into submission. The Belgians fled terror-stricken 
from their homes in thousands before the on-coming German hordes. Many 
took refuge in Holland and France, while others made their way as best they 
could to the Channel ports with the few personal possessions they could carry. 


On the LOth September, 1914, the Town Clerk of Todmorden received a 
circular from the Local Government Board stating that there were in Belgium 
some thousands of persons from the towns of Louvain, Liege, Malines, and 
elsewhere, whose homes had been destroyed, and for whom the Belgian 
Government, on account of military exigencies, were unable to provide, and 
that the British Government had offered to these victims of the war the 
hospitality of the British nation. Arrangements were being made for the 
temporary accommodation of the refugees on their arrival in London, and 
local authorities throughout the country were asked to receive and provide fou 
aus many of the refugees as possible. The letter was published in the local 
newspapers, and the practical sympathy of the inhabitants of the Borough 
was quickly shown by the offers of hospitality received, many from people who 
evidently could ill afford to help, but who wished to do something for the 
heroic Belgian people. Preliminary steps were taken by the Local Committee 
for the Relief of Distress, and a public meeting was held in the Court Room, 
on Monday, 19th October, 1914, for the appointment of a separate Local 
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Belgian Refugee Committee. There was a crowded attendance, with the Mayor 
in the chair, and a large and representative committee was appointed. It was 
also decided to make a public appeal for funds. 

The first refugees to find a temporary home in ‘l'odmorden were Mons. 
and Mme. Edmond Martens, who came from near Brussels. They arrived on 
the 16th October, 1914, and were the guests of Dr. and Mrs. H. Thorp, of 
North View. The next to arrive were three refugees from Antwerp—husband, 
wite, and daughter—who. were the guests for several weeks of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. A. Petrie, at Scaitcliffe Hall, and were afterwards provided with a home 
and maintenance in Pine Road. The first party of retugees under the direct 
care and control of the local committee reached Todmorden on 28th October, 
1914. They numbered 14, and came mainly from Antwerp and Malines. The 
party included an infirm lady of 71 years, tour or five persons of middle life, 
about half a dozen young men and women, and two girls, the youngest about 
12 years of age. They were met at the station by the Mayor and Mayoress, 
and several members of the Local Refugee Committee. Their arrival was 
awaited by a large crowd of people from all parts of the Borough, actuated by 
feelings of sympathy and compassion. The crowd was so dense that it was 
with difficulty that a path could be opened to allow the refugees to pass. 
The Mayor and Mayoress entertained the new arrivals to tea at the ‘Town 
Hall, and several ladies and gentlemen who could speak French were present 
to act as interpreters. The Mayor addressed a few suitable words to the 
refugees, giving them a hearty welcome to the town, and expressing the hope 
that the townspeople would, see that they did not want anything essential to 
their comfort. The proceedings were of an affecting character, and this first 
contact with those who had suffered the grim realities of war produced 
feelings of emotion which made a lasting impression upon the minds of all 
present. Five membersi of this party found a home in a cottage adjacent to 
Holly House, kindly lent, fully furnished, by Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Sager. and 
Mr. and Mrs. Dewhirst (London); and the remaining nine were provided for 
in two cottages at Mankinholes, kindly provided, fully furnished, by Mr. and 
Mrs. J. A. Ingham, of The Shaw. 

At a meeting of the Local Refugee Committee held on 30th October, 1914, 
it was reported that the committee had received an, offer of two houses in 
York Place for the accommodation of refugees, together with a weekly 
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payment .to the fund of £1 for twelve months; that Mrs. E. B. Fielden had 
offered to accommodate and maintain eight refugees at Dobroyd Castle; and 
that accommodation, for 24 refugees at Callis had been offered through Mr. 
W. L. Sandbach by Mrs. Marshall and Mrs. Lacy. 


On 2ist December, 1914, eleven more refugees arrived, and were lodged 
in the two houses at York Place kindly placed at the disposal of the 
committee by Mr. J. W. Blackburn, J.P., and furnished by I6ans and gifts 
from the people of the town. The party consisted of ten ladies and one 
gentleman, and they came from three of the towns which had suffered more 
severely perhaps than any others in Belgium during, the war, viz., Liege, 
Louvain, and Malines. Two of the ladies were elderly—8I and 80 respectively 
—one of whom—Mme. Massart—died in Todmorden the following October. 
This party also was entertained to tea on arrival by the Mayor and Mayoress. 


Other parties arrived from time to time aud were similarly welcomed, and 
at a meeting held in February it was reported that one of the Belgians 
accommodated at Mankinholes had returned to London, which left the number 
located in the town ati exactly 50—9 at, Dobroyd Castle, 16 at Callis, 8 at York 
Place, 8 at Mankinholes, 4 at Holly House, 5 at Scaitcliffe, and 2 at North 
View. At this meeting suggestions were made for providing employment for 
the refugees, and Mr. Heaton, the manager of the local Labour Exchange, 
was added to the committee with this object in view. Some of the refugees 
at Mankinholes subsequently left to take employment elsewhere, and another 
family of five was received. Altogether the local committee had 63 Belgians 
under their care, but as regards; some of them, who were entertained privately, 
the local committee were put to no expense. 


Arrangements were made for the children to attend the Hlementary 
Schools, and the Governors of the Secondary School allowed three children 
to attend free of charge. Miss M. A. Lord (Hallfield) and Mr. Harold 
Stephenson, B.A., kindly consented to hold a class for the teaching of Hnglish. 
The committee were indebted, in addition to the ladies and gentlemen who | 
provided private hospitality for the refugees, to the following ladies, to whom 
was allotted the personal care which the refugees needed, namely, Miss Currie, 
Mrs. E. Crabtree, Mrs. J. A. Ingham, Mrs. Fredk. Lee, Mrs. Sandbach, and 
Mrs. C. R. Tatham; Miss Barnes also did much useful work, and Miss Alice O. 
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Centre Vale Hospital Workers. 


1. Sister B. Surciirre. 2. Miss M. Exstwoop. 3. Miss E. Easrwoop. 4. Sister Murray. 
5. Dr. J. L. Russtun (Photo by Morris & Son, Chester). 6. Rey. J. H. Lomax. 7, Mr. WILFRID SUTCLIFFE. 
8. Mr..G. W JAcKMAN. gy. Mrs. GREEN WOOD. 10. Mrs. Woovttb ap, it. Mrs. HALSTEAD. 12, Miss Iba SureLirre. 
(Pholos by Clapham and Norman Eyre), 


BELGIAN REFUGEES. 


Barker rendered valuable assistance as interpreter. Several of the refugees 
returned later to Belgium, others to France, while others found, employment 
elsewhere in this country, with the result that by the end of 1917 very few 
remained in the Borough. 


It was a matter for regret that of those who thus found hospitality in 
Todmorden four died during their sojourn here, namely, Mlle. Marie Van Hoey, 
in January, 1915; Mme. Massart, in October, 1915; Mme. Catoor, in June, 
1917; and Mons. E. Parmentier, in September, A918. At the request of the 
family the body of Mme. Cattoor, which had been temporarily interred at 
Todmorden, was sent to Belgium for burial in May, 1918. Owing, no doubt, 
to the sufferings she had undergone, it was found necessary to remove one 
of the refugees to Storthes Hall, Asylum, and she was afterwards repatriated. 


The total amount raised locally for the maintenance of the Belgian 
refugees in Todmorden was £1,106. 


In July, 1915, the Mayor made a special appeal in connection with a 
national fund tor the relief of distressed Belgians in Belgium. This met with 
a very generous response, and contributions amounting to £2,111 1s. 1d. 
were received. As shewing the scale on which Todmorden contributed 
to the various War Funds it may be interesting to compare the 
amount raised in ‘Todmorden for the Relief of Distressed Belgians 
in Belgium with the amounts contributed in other towns, as revealed 
by the official report of the Central Committee. This showed that 
the amount contributed to the fund for the United Kingdom was 
£891,588 7s. 6d., and the amount received from Todmorden (with interest) 
was £2,152 6s. 2d. The following were the amounts contributed by well-known 
towns, many of them about the same size as Todmorden, and some considerably 
larger: — Bath, £1,040; Belfast, £1,250; Bolton, £1,849; Bournemouth, 
£1,334; Brighouse, £1,030; Brighton, £1,466; Bury, £1,428; Coventry, £2231 ; 
Halifax, £2,317; Harrogate, £3,041; Hull, £5,114; Keighley, £3,551; 
Leamington, £1,558; Leicester, £2,645; Liverpool, £4,741; Manchester, 
£13,204; Middlesborough, £1,361 ; Northampton, £1,225; Norwich, £1,450; 
Nottingham, £1,349; Oldham, £1,571; Plymouth, £1,431; Portsmouth, 
£2,837: Preston, £1,352; Rochdale, £1,325; Rotherham, £1,177; St. Helens. 
£3,750; Sheffield, £5,462; Stockport, £1,639 ; Swansea, £1,237. 
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In July, 1918, the local efforts for the refugees received recognition by 
the award of the Medaille de la Reine Elisabeth to Mrs. Ingham, Mrs. Fredk. 
Lee, Mrs. Sandbach and Mrs. C. R. Tatham, and by the award in 1920 of 
the Medaille du Roij Albert to the Town Clerk. 


Many concerts, whist drives, garden parties and other functions were 
organised for the purpose of raising funds for the maintenance of the refugees. 
The most successful of these was a grand garden féte held at The Shaw on the 
31st July, 1915, for the Relief of Distressed Belgians in Belgium, which 
realised £230. 


The refugees were very appreciative of the kindness shown them during 
their stay in Todmorden, and on their departure from the town many expressed 
their thanks both orally and by letter. 


The family of de Bruyn-Vermeulen, of Antwerp, who had been generously 
maintained in a cottage at Holly House by Mr. J. O. Sager, on their return 
home published a valedictory letter in the local Press, which contained the 
following :— ‘* Being forced by circumstances to return to our country we beg 
to thank the Belgian Refugee Committee and the inhabitants of this prosperous 
and beautiful town of Todmorden tor the kindness and sympathy they have 
always shown us. We have spent nearly a year in Todmorden, far from the 
war region, in the most absolute calmness and rest. During the ten months 
we have been able to appreciate the character,of the Huglish people, their 
patriotism, and their compassion for us and our unhappy countrymen, During 
all this time we have felt among friends, and often we forgot our sorrow. We 
shall always remember Britain as the country of generosity, the country of 
hospitality, freedom, and ardent patriotism—-the country that will make every 
Belgian refugee say :— ‘I have two countries—my own dear Belgium, and this 
country: mighty and generous Great Britain.’ ”’ 
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CHAPTER XILL 
CentRE Vater Minrrary Home Hospirat. 


F the many local institutions which came into existence in connection 
with the War, there was none in which Todmorden people took 
greater pride than in the Centre Vale Military Home Hospital, and 

none which evoked more generous sympathy and support, both in the way of 
devoted voluntary service and in the provision of the necessary financial 
assistance. 

In the week following the declaration of war, the local Voluntary Aid 
Detachment received instructions to prepare a temporary hospital in 
Todmorden for the treatment of wounded and convalescent soldiers and 
sailors. ‘lwo buildings were offered for the purpose, namely, York Street 
Wesleyan Sunday School and the Spiritualist Church, Eagle Street. A 
committee, with Dr. J. Lawson Russell as its head, was at once formed to 
view both places, and a committee of ladies was appointed, with Mrs. John 
Greenwood, of Glen View, as president, aid Miss Mabel Kastwood as 
secretary, to make the arrangements. 


Neither of the buildings mentioned was found suitable, and eventually 
the use of the mansion at Centre Vald was sanctioned by the own Council. 
A guarantee fund of £200 was raised, and a number of willing workers 
volunteered for the task of getting the place ready. All the medical 
practitioners of the town offered their services, and the committee of the 
Todmorden Nursing Association placed the whole-time services of their 
Superintendent Nurse, Sister Murray, at the disposal of the Hospital 
Committee, and generously undertook to pay her salary as long as she remained 
at Centre Vale. She was installed Matron of the establishment, and: Mrs. 
Garnet Lawson, of Hebden Bridge, kindly gave her services as night nurse for 
the first month after the hospital was opened, when she was succeeded by 
Sister A. Sutcliffe. 

7a 


TODMORDEN AND THE GREAT WAR. 


It is striking testimony to the local interest displayed in the hospital that 
for the whole of the period it was in usd the major part of the work was done 
gratuitously, not only by the local doctors, but by the members of the Nursing 
Division, the orderlies and staff of the St. John Ambulance Brigade, and the 
V.A.D. Committee. The local detachment of Boy Scouts also rendered 
valuable assistance, the local hairdressers placed their services at the disposal 
of the wounded men free of charge, and daily papers were supplied by 
generous friends. Owing to the requirements of the Army, great difficulty 
was experienced in securing the services of trained nurses, and two of the 
nurses of the local Nursing Institution kindly offered their services. Most 
ot the furniture required was either given or lent, and a large stock of bedding 
and garments suitable for hospital use was. given. 


Permission to use the mansion at Centre Vale as a hospital was granted 
by the Town Council on the 2ud November, 1914, and that very night 
Dr. Russell received an urgent telephone message to prepare to receive 16 
patients the next day. With his usual promptness the doctor summoned the 
Voluntary Aid Detachment and St. John Ambulance Brigade members. They 
were at work all night getting the place ready, and next morning other 
volunteers gave willing assistance, arranging the bed linen and other 
necessaries, while the Corporation workmen saw to the water and gas supply, 
etc. It was not, however, until the 17th that the first batch of wounded men 
arrived. The necessary equipment for 20 beds had been secured, nine beds 
being placed in three rooms on the ground floor, and eleven in four rooms on 
the first floor. In addition there was a dining room and a sitting and recreation 
room on the ground floor, and a fully equipped operating theatre, with drying 
and store rooms on the first floor, together with bath rooms, nurses’ quarters, 
etc. There was also a complete cooking and kitchen equipment. 


The wards on, the ground floor were named, “ Kitchener,” with four beds; 
* Jellicoe,” two beds; and “ Brussels,” three beds; and on the first floor, 
* Paris,” three beds; ‘‘ Petrograd,’ four beds; ‘“‘ Edinburgh,” two beds; and 
“Tipperary,” two beds. All the wards were well supplied with tables, 
reclining chairs, and other conveniences for the use and comfort of the patients. 
The nurses in charge were Nurse Murray (Lady Superintendent), Mrs. Garnet 
Lawson (night nurse), Nurse Houghton, Nurse Barugh, Nurse Sutcliffe and 
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Nurse Newell. Six of the V.A.D. women were on duty during the day time 
and four during: the night time, in addition to three who were told off to 
superintend the cooking. The few trained ambulance men remaining in the 
Borough were also found useful for many miscellaneous duties. Hverything 
was in readiness for more than a week before the first patients arrived. 


The arrival of the first patients, on Tuesday afternoon, 17th November, 
1914, excited a considerable amount of publie interest and sympathy, and 
large numbers of people assembled at the station, in the Park, and along the 
route to witness their coming. All the private motor cars in the district, 
including those of the medical practitioners and the Motor Car Company, 
were placed at the disposal of the committee for the transport of patients. 
The first. batch consisted of nine men who had come from France, and their 
arrival produced an impression on the minds of those who were present which 
will never be effaced. The patients were met at the railway station, by the 
Mayor and Mayoress, with whom was the Town Clerk, and the wounded men 
were assisted down the steps and along the subway to the station entrance by 
Doctors Russell and H. Thorp, and a number of ambulance men. Most of 
the men were wounded in the hands and legs, and nearly all could walk with 
assistance, but one or two had to be carried on an improvised arm rest, and 
one had his head bandaged. They were quickly transferred in motor cars to 
the hospital. The schools had just closed, and the school children, who had 
gathered in large numbers along the route, gave the men a rousing cheer as 
they drove past. Arrived at Centre Vale, the men were assisted into the 
dining-room, where they were served with tea and sandwiches. All seemed 
heartily glad to have got at last to a haven of refuge. The second batch, seven 
in number, who arrived half an hour later, were of a different type, and brought 
vividly to mind the terrible reality of war. They had all to be carried in, 
one being brought in on a wheeled stretcher. Many of them were severely 
injured, and looked haggard, and were evidently in great pain. It was a 
moving experience for those unaccustomed to such sights. Doctors Russell, 
Stevenson and H. Thorp were in attendance, in addition to trained nurses 
and several V.A.D. women. 


This was the first of many similar experiences during the ensuing four 
years. The number of patients treated during the first year was 224, and they 
were drawn from many regiments and from different parts of the world, 
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including 12 Australians, 3 Canadians, 1 New Zealander, and 1 Russian. 
Among the patients were men who had won distinction in the field, including 
one V.C. winner, Bombardier F. Luke, 37th Battery R.F.A., who won his 
distinetion at Le Cateau on 26th August, 1914. 


At Christmas-time the townspeople were most generous in providing 
turkeys, plum puddings, and other seasonable fare, and His Majesty the King 
graciously sent a gift of 18 pheasants and six hares, all of which, with the many 
suitable entertainments provided, were much appreciated by the patients and 
staff. 


Nurse Murray resigned her position as Matron of the hospital in June, 
1915, on being called to France to do similar work there in connection with 
the St. John Ambulance Association, and Sister B. Sutcliffe, who had kindly 
given her services for five months previously, was appointed in her place. 


In December, 1914, a public appeal was made for further funds 
and gifts, the appeal being signee by the Mayor and Mayoress, Mrs. C. Hoyle, 
Mrs. J. J. Tatham, Mrs. J. O. Sager, Mrs. Barritt, Miss Thorp, Mrs. E, W. 
Lord (Clerk to the Officer in ce) Miss E. Eastwood, Miss M. Eastivood 
(Secretary, V.A.D. Committee), Mis. Pilling (Quartermaster, V INDE, Sister 
Murray (Lady ee V.A.D:, and Matron of the Hospital), Mr. John 
Barker, Ald. James Rigby Dawson, Rev. J. H. Lomax (Treasurer), Mr. a 
Pickles CRS Dr. Harold Thorp, and Dr. J. Lawson Russell 
(Commandant V.A.D. and Officer in, Charge). The appeal met with a generous 
response, both in funds and gifts. 


During the whole of the time the Hospital was open, Miss Mabel Eastwood 
was indefatigable in the performance of her duties as Hon. Secretary, giving 
practically the whole of her time, and devoting herself entirely to the work 
of the institution; and for the greater part of the time her sister, Miss H. 
Eastwood, also gave nearly the whole of her time to the work. Many singers, 
instrumentalists, and; other entertainers, under the direction of Mr. Wilfrid 
Sutcliffe, gave entertainments weekly, and sometimes oftener, during the whole 
ot the time the Hospital was oven, for the benefit of the patients and staff. 
Their services were greatly appreciated, and did much to lighten ‘the tedium 
of the men during their illness and convalescence. Whist drives and other 
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forms of entertainment were promoted, and handsome prizes were given by 
generous sympathisers. The proprietors of the two local picture houses, the 
Olympia and the Hippodrome, allowed free passes to the soldiers to thei 
respective places of entertainment, a privilege which was much esteemed. 


In the early part of April, 1915, the Todmorden Amateur Players gave a 
performance of the comedy “ Eliza Comes to Stay’ in aid of the funds, on 
four nights, the net proceeds of which amounted to £66 17s. ld. On Saturday, 
24th July, 1915, practically the whole of Todmorden gave itself up to a 
Soldiers’ Féte in Centre Vale Park, in aid of the Hospital Fund, an effort 
which realised, after paying expenses, the handsome sum of £345 3s. 8d. In 
September of the same year the Todmorden Cricket Club gave a benefit match, 
in which four prominent Yorkshire professionals gave their services, as a 
result of which the club was able to hand to the Hospital funds the sum of 
£74. The balance sheet for the Hospital for the first year showed a total income 
of £2,194 15s. 2d. (including £963 4s. Od. in capitation grants, etc.). The 
chief items of expenditure were:— Establishment expenses, £183 Os. 3d.; 
maintenance, £1,078 18s. 1d.; and there was a balance: to carry forward of 


£578 19s. 5d. 


In August, 1915, Dr. Russell was granted a commission as lieutentnt 
in the R.A.M.C,, and consequently had to sever his connection with 
the hospital, to which he had given such untiring and devoted service. He 
was succeeded as Medical Officer in Charge by Dr. Harold Thorp, who 
continued to occupy that position, also with great devotion, until the hospital 
was closed on 28th February, 1919. 


The work continued with a constant coming and ‘going of fresh patients, 
until June, 1916, when, owing to the small) number under treatment it was 
decided to close the hospital temporarily, in order to give the place a thorough 
cleaning. It was not long allowed to remain closed. Owing to the heavy 
casualties in the Somme offensive, which’ began on Ist July, 1916, it was found 
necessary to re-open the: Hospital on the 15th July, when 50 patients were 
admitted. Dr. H. Thorp, the Medical Officer in Charge, was assisted by Doctors 
W. Currie, F. Stevenson and V. Southwell. Dr. J. de Ville Mather and 
Dr. Hopwood (Cornholme), who had given. their services during the previous 
year, had in the meantime left Todmorden for service with the Forces, 
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In the second year the total receipts amounted to £1,948 Os. 3d., and the 
expenditure to £2,167 3s. 4d., and there was a balance in the hands of the 
treasurer on 31st December, 1916, of £359 16s. 4d. The number of beds 
available was now 50, the average number of patients resident daily during 
the year was 34.79, and the number admitted during the year was 192. 


The Rev. J. I. Lomax resigned his position as hon, treasurer, which office 
he had held for two years; Mr. G. W. Jackman was elected in his place, and 
continued until the Hospital was closed. In addition to holding the office of 
treasurer, Mr. Lomax also acted as Chaplain to the Hospital, and frequently 
conducted service and rendered the other duties associated with that office 
during the whole of the period the Hospital was in existence. 


During the year the special efforts in aid of the funds of the Hospital 
included a flag day, cricket match, and fancy dress ball promoted by the 
management and employees of Mons Mill, which realised £100; and— two 
performances at the Ilippodrome of a play, entitled “ The White Man,” 
organised by the wounded soldiers off the Hospital under the direction of 
Corpl. Elwyn C. Walter, who before the War was a well-known professional, 
which effort realised over £45. During the year the Needlework Guild provided 
the Hospital with sheets, socks, and many other useful articles. 


During the year 1917, 339 soldiers passed through the Hospital, the 
average daily number of patients being 38.55. The medical staff remained the 
same, and the Hospital staff consisted of the matron, two sisters, and a night 
porter, the rest of the work being all done by voluntary helpers, including 
nurses, cooks, orderlies, and Boy Scouts, all of whom rendered valuable help, 
and made many sacrifices in giving their services. During this year special 
efforts for the [lospital Funds included the following :— Todmorden Farmers’ 
Association, whist drive, £25 6s. 0d.; a performance of Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
opera, “The Yeomen of the Guard,” by the Todmorden Amateur Operatic 
Society, £80; cricket matches, £10, 10s. 0d.; Mons Mill gala, £325; floral 
exhibition at Walsden, £14 2s. 1d.; Todmorden Farmers’ féte and jumble sale, 
£192 10s. 5d.; Lodge of Prudence, £31 10s. Od.; Lodge of Harmony, 21 
Todmorden Cricket Club, ladies’ pavilion, whist drive, £12 19s. 6d.; and many 
other smaller sums from whist drives and other entertainments. The balance 
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sheet for the year showed ordinary meome, £1,230 12s. 11d.; Government 
‘apitation grant, £1,894 19s. 6d.; a total of £3,119 12s. 5d. The expenditure 
was £2,710 12s. 11d., leaving a surplus of £408 19s. 6d., which, with the balance 
in hand at the beginning of the year, made a total sum in hand of £703 2s. 5d. 
The Mayor remarked at the annual meeting of the institution that after three 
and a half years’ working such a state of affairs was most gratifying, and was 
an eloquent testimony to the continued public interest in the work. He added 
that the ratepayers, through the Council, bore the cost of fuel, lighting, water, 
etc., which was equal to about £200 per annum. 


The year 1918 saw the St. John Ambulance Brigade, V.A.D., and other 
members of the staff, numbering 43 nurses and others, still giving their time 
and energy to the work, many of them having been serving since 1914. The 
Boy Scouts also kept up their reputation for good work, coming each evening 
and helping in many ways. As in former years, the public were most liberal 
in supporting the funds and general work of the Hospital, and the Queen 
Mary’s Needlework Guild was most generous when asked to supply sheets, 
socks, etc., >for the use of the soldiers, 


Many special efforts on a large scale were again made for the funds, 
including another gala day organised by the management and employees of 
Mons Mill, which realised the handsome sum of £400, in addition to a charity 
sale of a bale of cotton, which produced £70; performances of the comic opera 
“The Mikedo,” the play ‘‘ Jane,” comic football match, cricket match (Police 
v. Volunteers), flower shows, bowling matches, and similar efforts. At 
Christmas, as in former years, special seasonable fare was provided by the 
generosity of friends, and many entertainments, whist drives, ete., were 
arranged, which were much appreciated by the soldiers and staff, 


At the annual meeting in January, 1919, when, hostilities had been 
suspended, it was reported that the year 1918 had once more seen the Hospital 
fairly busy, 259 soldiers having been admitted, with an average of 33.16 
patients per day. The balance sheet showed an income of £2,648 4s. 8d. 
(neluding £1,662 15s. Gd. for Government allowances), and an expenditure 
of £2,827 Gs. 6d., reducing the balance in hand to £589 14s. Od. The medical 
staff still consisted of Doctors H. Thorp, Currie, Southwell and Stevenson, 
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THE HOSPITAL CLOSED. 


The hospital was permanently closed on 28th February, 1919, and its 
record is one of which Todmorden will ever have reason to be proud, both on 
account of the service it rendered, and the vast amount of voluntary work which 
it called forth. To mark the happy event the staff and workers, who for the 
most part had given their services without remuneration, were entertained by 
the local committee on Saturday, the 29th March, 1919, to tea and social. The 
tea was served in Bridge Street School to about. 200 guests, and a social and 
dance was afterwards held in the Town Hall. His Worship the Mayor (Ald. 
Robt. Jackson, J.P.) presided, and after thanking all who had helped in the 
work, said they were glad to think that the provision made had been so greatly 
appreciated, as was evidenced by the many expressions of gladness and praise 
from those who had had the necessity to use the hospital. He was proud of 
what the town had done during the period of the War, and not least was the 
work connected with Centre Vale Hospital. Miss M. Eastwood (hon. secretary), 
Miss B. Sutcliffe (matron), Miss Ida Sutcliffe, and Mr. Wilfrid Sutcliffe also 
spoke, and thus came to a close one of the most notable and beneficient of 
Todmorden’s war efforts. The total number of wounded and invalid soldiers 
who passed through the Hospital was 959, and the amount of money raised 
locally by voluntary contributions was nearly £4,500. 


The final meeting for winding up the affairs of the Hospital was 
held in the Court Room at the Town Hall on 15th August, 1919, His Worship 
the Mayor in the chair. Miss M. Eastwood submitted a final report on the work 
of the Hospital, and Mr. Jackman presented. a financial statement showing a 
balance in hand of £763 2s. 2d. Tt was reported that the following gifts of 
appliances, etc., had been made by the local committee :— Clothing, tea and 
sugar, to the Lancaster House Hospital, Manchester; dressings, etc., to the 
Todmorden Nursing Home; two dressing waggons to the local Workhouse 
Infirmary; books, games, sticks, ete., to the Todmorden Discharged Sailors’ 
and Soldiers’ Club, and the local troop of Boy Scouts; surgical dressing table 
to the local doctors. It was decided, subject to the approval of the Red Cross 
Society and the Charity Commissioners, to dispose of| the balance as follows : — 
St. John Ambulance Brigade, Todmorden, £100 to replace a fund which the 
Brigade had in hand when the War broke out, which had been intended for 
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a Drill Hall, but which was expended in providing uniform for the members 
who went on active service; £150 to be equally divided between the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade and the V.A.D., for the provision of uniform and other 
equipment; £100 for the East Lancashire Homes for Disabled Sailors and 
Soldiers; £60 for St. Dunstan’s Hostel for the Blind: and the balance of 
£355 2s. 2d. to the local War Memorial Fund, to be apphed for the assistance 
of necessitous cases of discharged sailors and soldiers and their dependants. 
Thanks were accorded to all who had rendered voluntary work in connection 
with the hospital, special mention being made of the services of Doctors 
Russell and Thorp, Miss Mabel Eastwood, Rev. J. H. Lomax, and Mr. Jackman. 


The following distinctions were awarded for voluntary services. in 
connection with the Hospital :— Royal Red Cross, 2nd class, Miss Ida Sutcliffe : 
special mention, Miss Elizabeth Eastwood, Mrs. Stansfield, Miss Emma 


Fielding and Mrs. F. Halstead; M.B.E., Miss Mabel Eastwood. 


Karly in 1920 Miss Eastwood received the following letter from the 
War Office :— 


“To am commanded by the Army Council to thank you for the 
valuable assistance which your Hospital has rendered in the service of 
the sick and wounded. IT am to assure you that your kind and patriotic 
action has been deeply appreciated, and I am to request that you will be 
good enough to convey to the staff of the Hospital the thanks of the Army 
Council for the whole-hearted attention and the devotion which they have 
given to the patients who haye been under their care.” 


CHAPTHR XIV. 
RecrvITING (CONTINUED) 


THE DERBY GROUPS AND CONSCRIPTION. 


“ How will you fare, Sonny, how will you fare, 
In the far-off winter night, 
When you sit by the fire in an old man’s chair, 
And your neighbours talk of the fight? 


Will you slink away as it were from a blow, 
Your old head shamed and bent, 
Or say: I was not with the first to go, 
But I went, thank God, I went? ” 
HH. Begbie. 


N a previous chapter we have told how in the early days of the War the 
gallant young men who recognised their duty to King and Country 
docked to the Colours in large numbers; but by about the middle ot 

1915 the stream of recruits gradually dried up, and appeals for further 
voluntary enlistments fell on deaf ears. The plain fact was that practically 
all those who were willing or felt themselves able to go voluntarily had already 
gone, and it became evident that more drastic measures would haye to be 
adopted to secure the men now more urgently needed than ever. 


In July, 1915, the National Registration Bill was introduced into the 
House of Commons with a view to the adoption of conscription, and with this 
end in view the Government decided to have compiled what was known as a 
National Register. The actual work of compiling the Register was begun 
on Monday, 9th August. The Borough was divided into 81 districts, and over 
100 enumerators assisted, chiefly members of the local Volunteer Training 
Corps. 
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The census of 1911 showed that there were 12,181 males in the Borough, 
of whom 3,175 were under 15 years of age, 8,515 between 15 and 65, and 491 
over 65 years of age. The number between 18 and 41—the military service 
age—was not stated. It would probably be between: five and six thousand. 
The threatened introduction of conscription raised a good deal of feeling, both 
for and against the proposal. On the one hand it was felt to be contrary to 
British traditions and instinct, but on. the other hand there was the imperative 
need for more men, to which was added the feeling that it was not fair or 
reasonable that some, realising their duty and the nation’s need, should bear 
all the hardship and sacrifice, while others were enjoying safety and 
comparative comfort at home, in many cases in receipt of increased wages. 


On 24th September, 1915, another great open-air recruiting meeting was 
held on the Market Ground,,at which the plain issue of voluntary service 
versus conscription was put before those of military age who still tarried at 
home. A waggon decorated with the national colours was used as a platform, 
and two large electric arc lamps had been erected for the purpose of 
illumination. The band of the 6th Lancashire Fusiliers paraded the principal 
streets prior to the meeting, and a large crowd numbering from two to three 
thousand people assembled for the meeting, despite the threatening state of the 
weather. Mr. Geo. Windsor, J.P., presided, and the speakers were Mr. John 
Barker, Mr. E. B. Fielden, J.P., and Sir Ryland Adkins, M.P. The result, 
however, was again disappointing, the week’s enlistments barely exceeding 
the week’s casualties. 


All efforts at further voluntary recruiting proving vain, Lord Derby 
introduced his scheme for voluntary attestation, the men to be called up 
according to age groups. 


On 3rd November a joint meeting of members of various political parties 
and other public bodies in the Borough was held for the purpose of inaugurating 
the recruiting canvass proposed by Lord Derby. The Mayor presided, and 
after a statement by Mr. Windsor, it was resolved to form a Parliamentary 
Recruiting Committee for the Borough, and to make a canvass of the 
“unstarred > men—i.e., men not engaged in essential occupations—of whom 
there were said to be over 3,000 in the Borough. The number of “ starred” 
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men, in the Borough was about 700. Mr. Edward Crabtree acted as chairman 
of the Central Area, with Mr. A. Heaton, manager of the local Employment 
Exchange, as secretary, and both, with the assistance of many voluntary 
helpers, devoted a large amount of time to: this work. They were engaged 
practically every night from 6 to 10 p.m. for a period of about three weeks, 
examining and classifying the cards as they came in. ‘The results of the 
canvass, in the early stages of the work, were: somewhat disappointing. In 
many cases it was not so much that men refused to join; what they desired 
was that everybody should take their share, and they were in most cases quite 
willing to go with the rest of the men of their own age and class. The 
result was that in the later stage of the movement the men came 
forward much more satisfactorily. Quite a considerable number whe 
had given a definite refusal — to the canvassers turned up for 
attestation, and the Recruiting Committee and Attesting Staff were kept 
exceedingly busy. Dr. Il. Thorp made the medical examination, and Capt. 
J. J. Gledhill and Lieut. F. IL. Lee were the attesting ofticers. In the last 
few days allowed there was an enormous rush of men desiring to be attested. 
It had been announced that the attestation must be completed by Saturday 
midnight, 11th December, 1915, but during Saturday a telegram was received 
from Headquarters stating that owing to the large number of men who were 
Hocking into the recruiting stations in all parts of the country, the time had 
been extended to midnight on Sunday. The officials were kept busy all day 
on the Sunday, and the last batch of five was ushered into the attestation room 
at the Drill Hall at 11-50 p.m., the last man being sworn in at exactly one 
minute before midnight. 


Including the men, attested under the Group System, and who thereby 
expressed their willingness to join when their group was called up, the number 
who had volunteered for service inj the Borough to the end of 1915, was 
estimated at not less than 3,000. It subsequently transpired, however, when 
the Military Tribunal got to work, that many had attested in order to be in a 
position, to appeal for exemption, an unfounded belief having got abroad that 
only attested men would be able to appeal. 

A return subsequently prepared showed that the number of single 
men attested in the Borough was 515, and/of married men 878, while the 
number of unstarred single men unattested was 509, and of married men 862, 
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from which it will be seen that the number attested in each class was just ovei 
half of those available. The number rejected as medically unfit was 273, so 
that the total of those who offered themselves for attestation out of a total of 
3,126 was 1,666. It was somewhat singular that among the unmarried it was 
the younger men who came up best, while among the married it was those 
in the later age groups who responded in largest numbers. 


The local Military Tribunal was appointed in December, 1915, and sat for 
the first time in public on the 22nd February, 1916. 


The Derby Scheme was closed on Ist March, and the Military Service Act 
came into force on Thursday, 2nd March. During the last few days before 
conscription came into force there was quite a rush all over the country fox 
voluntary enlistment by the single men still remaining at home. At 
Todmorden Drill Hall 25 were attested on the Tuesday night, and about 20 
on the Wednesday night. From this time onward the eligible men were 
ealled up according to their age groups, subject to appeal before the local 
Tribunal, the work of which is more fully dealt with in another chapter. 


Karly in 1917, a new scheme was launched called the National Service 
Scheme, by which it was hoped to raise in the country another 500,000 men. 
A loeal committee was appointed, with the Mayor as Chairman, and it was 
decided to circularise all persons in the Borough between the ages of 18 and 51, 
but the scheme fell flat. The stream of recruits was maintained mainly by the 
young men who were called up as they reached the age of 18. By this time 
there were few men of military age left in the Borough. with the exception 
of those who had been rejected on medical grounds, or who had been exempted 
by the Tribunal as indispensable to essential industries. 


It is impossible to give a complete, list of the units in which Todmorden 
men served, but there was hardly a regiment or service in which they were 
not represented. The local Territorials had of course the first claim, and 
probably some 500 Todmorden men served: in the various battalions of the 
Laneashire Fusiliers. The next most popular regiment was the Duke of 
Wellington’s West Riding Regt., due to the faet that Halifax, the headquarters 
of the regiment, was the principal recruiting depot for Todmorden. A large 
number of local men also enlisted in the Northumberland Fusiliers, West 
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Yorkshires, King’s Royal Rifles, Royal Field Artillery, Manchester Pals, 
Devons, King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, and the Royal Engineers. 
Among other Regiments 10 which Todmorden men enlisted may be mentioned 
the Duke of Lancaster's Own Yeomanry, Royal Fusiliers, Coldstream Guards, 
Grenadier Guards, Liverpool Pals, Kast Lancashires, South Lancashires, 
Loyal North Lancashires, Yorkshire Regiment, York aud Lancasters, King’s 
Liverpool Regiment, Shropshire Light Infantry, Suftolks, Lincolns, 
Scots Guards, Hast Yorkshires, London Scottish, Cameronians, Highland 
L.1., Durham L.L., Royal Lrish Dragoon Guards, Royal Inish Fusiliers, Royal 
Ivish Rifles, Kast Surrey L.1., Royal Naval Reserve, Oxford and Bucks. Illa 
Canadian, Australian, and New Zealand contingents, Royal Marines, Military 
Police, City of London Regiment, Public Schools Battalion, Artists’ Rifles, 
Cheshires, Leicesters, Sherwood Foresters, Hussars, Royal Inniskillen 
Fusiliers, Worcester, Hon, Artillery Company, R.E. Pioneer Battalion, 
Royal West Kents, Royal Warwicks, and many others, as well as in many 
branches of the naval service. 


‘They served in every theatre of war trom N orth Russia to German Hast 
Africa, and from the Western front to the Trans Caucasus, and were 
represented in practically every great engagement ‘1 France, Belgium, Italy, 
Macedonia, Kgypt, Gallipoli, Sinai, Palestine, Mesopotamia and German las 
Africa. They took part 1m the Retreat from Mons, they were at the bottling 
up of Ostend and Zeebrugge, at the surrender of the German Fleet, and wer 
well represented in the Army of Occupation. They served in the Infantry 
Cavalry, Artillery, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, R.A.S.C., and the R.A.M.C 
also as despatch riders, mine sweepers, stokers, gunners, field telephomists 
wireless operators, and in practically every service on land, on sea, and 1 
the air. 

«To you, 

Wiho lived, and fought, and maybe died. 
Unknown, unsung}, 

Your highest honour that you gave 

Yourselves, youl all, life’s soul to save, 

Here now our deep soul thanks we give 
Vo you, 

Through whom we live. 


John Oxenhum. 
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Todmorden Advisory Committee. 


1. Mr. Jostan Firtpen. 2. Mr. Josepu Hearon. 3. Mr. JAMES RepMANn. 4. Mr. Jonn Barker (Chairman) 
5, Ald. Tuos, GREENWoop (Mayor, 1920-22). 6. Mr. W.J. Tour, J.P. 7. Mr. A. Heatron (Secretary). 8. Mr. C,H. Mircue.i 
5) y ) 

Photos by—1, Gutlenburg, Manchester; 2, Mred, Leeds; 4, Norman Eyre; 7, Taylor, Dewsbury ; 8S, Clapham 
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Local Military Tribunal. 


1. Mr, Epwp. Craprree. 2. Mr. Gro. Winpsor, J.P. 3. Ald. J, R. Dawson, 4. Mr. W. A. Simeson-HINCHLIFFE, J.P, 
5- Mr. THos. AsHTon. 6. Ald. W. Wapswortu. 7. Ald. E. CrAsrree. 8. Councillor A. Brook. 
Photos by—-1 and 7, Norman Eyre; 2, Lafayette; 3, 6,and 8, Clapham; 4, Westerman’s; 5, Greaves, Halifax. 


CHAPTER XV. 
Locat Apvisory Commirrrek anp Mitrrary TRIBUNAL. 


WO local bodies brought into existence by the War which did a vast 

amount of useful and necessary if somewhat thankless and unenviable 

work, were the Local Advisory Committee and the Miltary Tribunal. 
Mr. W. A. Simpson-Hinchlitte,-J.P., of Cragg Hall, was the first Military 
Representative, and the Advisory Committee was appointed by the 
Parliamentary Recruiting Committee to assist him. The committee consisted 
of Mr. John Barker (Thornhill) chairman, Ald. Thos. Greenwood, Mr. Josiah 
Fielden, Mr. Jas. Redman, Mr. J. Heaton, Mr. W. J. Tout, and Couneillors 
C. H. Mitehell and A. Brook, with Mr. A. Heaton, manager of the local Labour 
Nxchange, as secretary. The Military Representative represented the War 
Office, and his duty and that of his Advisory Committee was to secure men 
for the Army from among those remaining at home who had not felt it thei 
duty to enlist voluntarily. 


The meetings of the Advisory Committee were not open to the Press, so 
that their work did not come very prominently before the notice of the public. 
Their first meeting was held on Wednesday, 5th January, 1916, when about 
100 applications for exemption from military service were considered. In the 
performance of his duties, which were very exacting and required great tact, 
Mr. Simpson-IHinchliffe disregarded as much as possible War Office red tape, 
and he early initiated a system whereby, instead of business] applications being 
considered separately, all the men employed in a mill or workshop were 
considered together, having regard to the requirements of the business. A 
man’s personal application was considered separately. This system worked 
admirably, and resulted in fair treatment for each business, with no injustice 
to the men. The work was onerous and responsible, and the duties called fox 
knowledge and experience of local trades. 
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Ata meeting of the Town Council held 2nd November, 1915, a letter was 
read from the Local Government Board, asking the Council to appoint what 
was known as a local Military Tribunal. It was stated that there were in the 
country a large number of men who could be spared from their occupations, 
and that it would be the duty of a body which the Council was asked to appoint 
to do all in their power to assist the local recruiting authorities to secure these 
men for the Army. In order to disturb as little as possible the essential 
industries of the country certain classes of men had been “ starred,” 1.e., 
excused from enlistment, but it would probably be found, the circular stated, 
that some of these men could be spared, while there would be others not 
* starred’? whose skill and knowledge rendered them indispensable to the 
trades and undertakings in which they were employed. The Town Council 
was directed to appoint a Tribunal to which applications could be made for 
the exemption of men whose continuance in civil employment was claimed to 
be necessary in the national interest, or whose state of health or domestic 
circumstances were such as to warrant exemption. ‘lhe Tribunal was to judge 
between the men and their employers on the one hand and the Military 
Representative on the other hand. The decisions of the Tribunal were subject 
to appeal to an Appeal Tribunal set up for a portion of the West Riding, and 
in the last resort to a Central Tribunal in London. 


It was resolved in the first instance that the Tribunal should consist of 
seven persous—four from the Council and three from persons outside the 
Council—and the following were appointed:— The Mayor (Ald. R. Jackson), 
the Deputy Mayor (Ald. W. Ormerod, J.P., C.C.), Ald. J. R. Dawson, 
Councillor E. Crabtree, Mr. George Windsor, J.P., Mr. Mdward Crabtree, and 
Mr. J. P. Hoyle. Mr. H. Garratt, Town Clerk, was appointed Clerk to the 
Tribunal. Subsequently the Labour members on the Town Council expressed 
themselves dissatisfied with the constitution of the ‘Tribunal from the Labour 
point of view, and Ald. W. Wadsworth and Councillor A. Brook were added. 


The first meeting of the Tribunal was held on the 7th January, 1916, and 
for about a month the sittings were held in private, but in February the 
Government issued an order that the meetings were to be thrown open to the 
Press. The first public sitting was held on 22nd February, 1916, and the 
work proceeded without intermission right up to the signing of the Armistice. 
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The sittings were held at irregular intervals, usually two or three times a 
month, and, in the earlier days especially, the proceedings were occasionally 
prolonged until midnight, owing to the large number of applications for 
exemption. ‘The duties of the Tribunal, in addition to being arduous and 
exacting, were of a peculiarly delicate and responsible character. ‘To decide 
whether or not a man should be required to go into the Army, with all the 
hardships and dangers which such a service involved, was a duty from which 
any ordinary man would ‘naturally shrink. But the work had to be done. and 
credit was due to those who with conscientiousness and impartiality carried 
out this thankless task for a period of nearly three year's, despite a considerable 
amount of personal and public obloquy. The work of the Tribunal was 
complicated by a system whereby the Ministry of Munitions acting 
independently, granted exemptions to men who were engaged on munitions, and 
a considerable amount of ill-feeling was caused thereby among the public. 


As the War progressed, the demand fo men for the Army grew more and 
more urgent, and the net was drawn ever closer and closer. The lists of 
certified occupations—those considered essential in the national interest—were 
constantly being revised, and the protection, certificates withdrawn. The ages 
at which exemption could be claimed in the various certified occupations were 
also raised from time to time. On the other hand, employers, who in many 
cases were) months behind with their work owing to the scarcity of labour, 
made strong appeals to retain men who were claimed as indispensable, and 
as nearly all the fit men had gone the appeals of those still remaining at home 
became more and more difficult to decide. 


The work of the Tribunal had its sad and pathetic side. Young men 
were taken from wives and families who sorely needed their help and 
guidance; loved sons were torn from homes of slender means; and one-man 
businesses were closed up with doubtful prospect of successful re-opening. 
The amount of sickness which was revealed, among both the applicants and 
their wives and families was astonishing. The men desirous of escaping 
service naturally tried to make out the strongest. possible case, and tales of 
sick wives and ailing children were told with such painful reiteration that it 
came to be regarded almost as a subject for levity when a man admitted that 
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his wife or his children were fit and healthy. The proceedings, distressing as 
they were in the main, were not altogether devoid of humour, and naive 
admissions and palpable evasicns were often a source of no little amusement. 
Particularly difficult were the “ one-man business” cases—cases where there 
was only one person with reasonable efficiency to carry on the business, and 
where wite and children were dependent upon it. Hard cases of this kind 
were so numerous that in May, 1916, a local protection society was formed 
known as the Todmorden Business Men's Military Service Protection 
Association. 


Employers were almost as pathetic in their appeals for the men claimed 
as indispensable as were the men. themselves. In some cases it was urged that 
if a particular man was called up the employer's business must close down, 
but as a matter of fact when the man was called up the business was usually 
found to go on much as before. One of the questions usually asked by members 
of the Tribunal in these cases was whether the jolt could not be done by a 
woman. The reply was almost always in the negative, but, if a man could not 
be obtained, it was generally found that after all the work could be done in 
a way by a woman, if not quite as efficiently, as heretofore. It was, of course, 
impossible! for women, however able and willing, to take up suddenly the work 
of trained and experienced men. 


Many hard cases had to be decided, but the need of the country was so 
great that the Tribunal were bound by instructions and regulations which gave 
little play to sentiment or sympathy. 

The class of case which excited the greatest amount of public interest was 
that of the so-called “ conscientious objector.” Conscientious objection could 
be urged on three grounds—treligious, political, and humanitarian; but scant 
consideration was given, as a rule, to a political objection. The official 
instructions were that in all cases of conscientious objection—while care was 
to be taken that) a man who shirked his duty should not find an unworthy 
shelter behind these provisions—every consideration should be given to a man 
whose objection genuinely rested on religious or moral convictions. Whatever 
the; views of individual members of the Tribunal, they were urged to interpret 
the provision in an impartial and tolerant spirit, so that the men who applied 
on this ground might be able to feel that they were being judged by a Tribunal 
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which would deal fairly with their cases. On the whole the case of the 
conscientious objector received more sympathetic consideration from the 
Tribunal than from the public. A small number of people manifested a degree 
of sympathy with their position, but by the majority their claims were treated 
with suspicion and distrust, if not with contempt. In a few cases the claims 
were obviously made as a subterfuge to evade service. The Tribunal had power 
to refuse the application, or to give either absolute exemption or exemption 
from combatant service. Most of the claims on conscientious grounds were 
refused, and the remainder were ordered for non-combatant service only. The 
applicants were all put through a very searching cross-examinaticn, and very 
few came out with flying colours. 


Mr. J. P. Hoyle resigned his position as a member of the Tribunal in 
February, 1917, in order to give more attention to business, the conditions 
of which were now more difficult than ever. In May of the same year, Mr. 
Simpson- Hinchliffe resigned his position as Military Representative on joining 
the forces. He was succeeded by Mr. Thos. Ashton, of Mytholmroyd, who 
carried on the duties for the Todmorden portion, and by Ald. Ormerod who was 
appointed for the Hebden Bridge district. Ald. Ormerod resigned his 
position as a member of the Tribunal in order to devote himself to his new 
duties. 


In the later stages of the War, when the food problem had become. very 
acute, and when obviously nearly all the fit men had gone, the Tribunal 
imposed as an additional condition of exemption, the cultivation of a plot of 
ground or service with the Volunteer Training Corps. This condition was the 
subject of adverse criticism. It was never, however, regarded by the Tribunal 
as a ground of exemption, but as an additional condition imposed on those who 
were exempted on other grounds, and it undoubtedly had the effect of increasing 
the food supplies grown locally. 


In October, 1918, a communication was received from the Local 
Government Board stating that it had been decided to amalgamate the three 
local Tribunals, which had acted separately forthe Borough of Todmorden, the 
Todmorden Rural District, and the Urban District of Hebden Bridge. An 
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unavailing protest was sent against the proposed arrangement, but before the 
new order of things could be put into force hostilities suddenly came to an 
end with the signing of the Armistice, and the work of the Tribunal was 
finished. 


The last meeting was held on the 51st October, 1918, and after some 
interesting valedictory speeches, the Town Clerk mentioned that the Tribunal 
had dealt with nearly 5,200 cases, although it should be stated that the majority 
of the cases represented claims which were adjourned from time to time, each 
rehearing being counted as a separate case. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


THE LancasHiRE Fustniers (CONTINUED). 
THE CAMPAIGN IN FRANCE. 


N the 22nd February, 1917, after their trying experiences in Gallipoli 
and the Sinai Peninsula, the Ist/6th Battalion of the Laneashire 
Fusiliers embarked at Alexandria in the s.s. Meganrire for France 

under the command of Col.’ Lees, with Major Barker as second in command. 
Capt. Holden was in command of A Company, and Capt. Lord in command 
of D Company. About this time the submarine menace was at its height, and 
off Malta the troopship was attacked by an' enemy submarine and had a narrow 
escape, the torpedo passing between the stern and the log line. The danger, 
however, was averted, and the troops were safely landed at Marseilles. 


After two days’ railway journey they de-trained at Pont Remy, near 
Abbeville, in a storm of snow and sleet. Not only was the weather extremely 
severe, but the food was bad, and the men were on half rations. 


On the arrival of the Division in France, Major-General Sir William 
Douglas left for England in order to give evidence before the Royal 
Commission appointed to inquire into the Dardanelles Campaign, and in a 
farewell message to the Division he thanked his Staff Officers, Commanders, 
and Regimental Officers for their loyal and whole-hearted support and superb 
work during the period of his command, adding : — 


“My admiration for the conduct, fighting qualities, grit, and 
endurance of all ranks is profound. Never have I met a more responsive, 
willing and lovable lot of men than these Lancashire lads, and, to my last 
days, I shall remember with affection and pride the three and three-quarter 
years that I have had the honour to command them.” 
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After ten days’ training, the Battalion moyed up into the line at Epéhy. 
The Germans had evacuated the place on the 25th March, and the Battalion 
marched in on the following day, and went into the firing-line at the beginning 
of April. There were now very few of the original Todmorden members of the 
Ist/6th left in the Battalion, but the places of those who had fallen out had 
been taken by Todmorden men from the Reserve Battalion. The Battalion 
gradually moved up into the intensei fighting area in Ypres, and got into action 
in September. Major Barker had taken command of the Battalion in May, but 
left in August, and Capt. Holden was the only Todmorden officer remaining 
with the Battalion. In this area the Battalion suffered very severe casualties. 
In an attack at Ypres on the 6th September, 1917, two Companies of the 
Battalion, C and D, were practically annihilated, and the Battalion was so 
badly cut up that it never really fought as a unit again. 


Again quoting from Mr. Gibbon’s admirable story of the 42nd Division :— 

“(ne shrinks from the attemot to describe the conditions that 
prevailed in the Ypres salient. No part of it was ever at rest. By day, 
aircraft sought to spot every movement that was attempted on either side, 
and day and night the guns sprayed the trenches, the roads, the 
duck-board paths, with shrapnel and H.E., the grim resolve to kall 
denominating every other thought and desire. The ghastly evidences 
of the fighting in three great battles and nearly three years of warfare 
were brought to light by the bombardments that tore and flung up the 
earth. . . Practice barrages had been carried out by the artillery for 
three or four days before the 125th Brigade launched its attack, and 
rarely have gunners worked with such keenness as the Divisional 
artillery displayed in the early hours of September Gth. . . The 5th and 6th 
Lancashire. Fusiliers, with the 7th and 8th in support, and the 6th 
Manchesters as carrying parties, advanced under the heavy barrage. <A 
thunderstorm on the previous day made the going heavy, and the German 
machine-gunners, from the security of their apparently invulnerable 
pill-boxes, were able to direct a devastating fire upon the advancing waves. 
Within a few minutes many officers and men were down, one Company 
being reduced to thirty men commanded by a corporal. The survivors 
pressed doggedly on, but their courage was unavailing, and the Iberian 
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and Borry positions were never reached. The order was received to 
abandon the attack, and the survivors withdrew reluctantly and with 
difficulty from an impossible position, having lost nearly 800 officers and 
men.” 


From Ypres the Battalion moved to the Nieuport sector, where they held 
the line, and from Nieuport they got to the La Bassée sector, where they were 
again simply holding the line. 

In February, 1918, the 2nd/6th was disbanded, and absorbed by the 
Ist/6th, who had been transferred from the 42nd to the 66th Division at 
Marcel Cave. From there they had two days’ march up the line near to Roisel, 
which they were holding when the great German advance of 21st March, 1918, 
began, and a gradual retirement was made through Peronne to Villers- 
Bretonneaux, practically through the ground over which the Division had 
advanced when they first; came to France. In this retirement a number of 
Todmorden men were taken prisoner, and after the retirement only about 40 
men were left of the original 6th Battalion and drafts. 


Following this trying experience, an American unit was attached to them 
for three months for instructional purposes. 


In the great advance to end the War they marched through Villers-Faucon, 
Epéhy, and Le Cateau, and at the signing of the Armistice were near Cambrai. 


On the morning of 11th November, 1918, the order was issued :— 


“Hostilities will cease at 11 a.m. to-day. Troops will stand fast on 
the line reached at’ that hour. Defensive precautions will be maintained. 
There will be no intercourse of any description with the enemy.” 


A few hours later the Divisional Commander issued a Special Order of the 
Day, in which he stated that the Armistice proclaimed that day had brought 
the operations in which the Division was engaged to a premature conclusion ; 
and that when the history of the War was written their efforts would rank very 
high among the exploits of soldiers during this Great War. 


When the Battalion arrived back in; Rochdale on the 21st May, 1919, not 
a single Todmorden, Rochdale, or Middleton man of the original Ist/6th 
remained in the Battalion. 
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COMMANDER'S FAREWELL ORDER 


Tn a Special Order of the Day, issued from Charleroi on the 18th March, 
1919, Major-General A. Solly-Flood, Commanding the 42nd (K.L.) Division, 


summarised the work of the Division during the War in the following terms : 


“ Demobilisation is 30 rapidly scattering the officers and men of the Division, that the 
time has arrived when I must take a formal farewell of those who during the past two years 
haye served me so well. 


On such an occasion it will not be out of place to briefly review the achievements of 
the Division throughout the Great War. 


The first critical days of August, 1914, brought with them the call to the Territorial 
Force to volunteer for active service abroad. The Bast Lancashire Division! eagerly offered 
itself, and may well| be proud of! its unique record of being the first Division of the Territorial 
Force to leave England for service abroad. 


In September, 1914, the Division sailed for Egypt. There the work of training was 
relieved by a share of the garrison duty and defensive operations in Egypt, which, in 
February, 1915, brought the Division its first fightimg in the repulse of the Turkish attack 
on the Suez Canal. 


In May, 1915, the Division landed in Gallipoli. There for eight long months it fought 
a campaign of increasing danger and privation, punctuated only by fierce and bloody 
engagements. The Division, and those in Bast Laneashire who are associated with it, may 
well be proud of its achievements on June 4th, 5th and 6th, 1915. 


Following the evacuation of the Dardanelles, the early months of 1916 saw the Division 
on another front-—-Sinai Peninsula. There it took part in the pursuit of the Turkish Army 
to El Arish. 


The month of March, 1917, brought the Division. to France, and its achievements there 
are still comparatively fresh in our minds. 


After its earliest tours of duty at Kpéhy and Havrincourt, it took its part in the 
operations at Ypres in 1917. Thence it went to Nieuport, where for a spell it held a particularly 
dithcult sector. 

The winter 1917-18 saw it holding the line astride the Bethune—La Bassée Canal, 
cheerfully undergoing the trials, dangers, aud discomforts of a winter of trench life, During 
its tour here the Division worked strenuously on a system of defence destined to prove of 
vital) importance in the enemy offensive on the Lys in April, 1918; and its sister Division, the 
55th West Lancashires, has paid a generous tribute to the assistance this work rendered them 
when they won renown in the heroic defence of Givenchy. 
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In March, 1918, the Division was plunged into the final phase of the War. [rom rest 
billets behind Bethune it was hurried in buses to the area north of Bapaume to help in 
stemming the great enemy offensive. 'Nhis it effectually did in an epic battle in a manner 
which, has earned for it undying fame. Prom the 23rd March on, it stubbornly faced a 
determined enemy, flushed with success, and far superior in numbers of men and guns. With 
its flanks often in the air, and no artillery to support but what its own gunners could give 
it coolly and gallantly covered the disorganisation in the rear areas. For seventeen consecutive 
days it remained in action, and held its ground in a manner that cannot be surpassed by the 
pertormance of any troops in any period of history. 


On thei 2ist August, 1918, after three months continuous duty in the line near Hébuterne, 
and without any preliminary training, the Division took part in the opening stage of the 
great Allied attack. From that time until the Armistice on November 11th it played a 
continuous part in the great offensive. We can with reason be proud of the Division’s share 
in! that fighting. Its record includes an advance of 64 miles, during which it fought in twelve 
general actions—each of several days’ duration. Its captures include 18 towns and villages, 
over 4,000 prisoners, 37 guns of all calibre, 122 trench mortars, 455 machine-guns, and much 
other valuable booty. 


Harly in 1918 [ set the Division a motto, “ Go one better,” believing the spirit it 
expressed would always carry them to success. It has invariably acted up to that motto, and it 
is my pride to be able to say that never has the Division heen called upon to undertake an 
operation in which it did not sticceed, and never was it set a task which it did not more than 
accomplish. 


Such thonours have not been won without a heavy toll in wounded and in dead. Many 
a gallant Lancashire lad lies in a soldier’s grave in Gallipoli, Sinai, France and Belgium, but 
the memory of their glorious deeds will live in our hearts for ever.” 


99 


CHAPTER XVII. 


THe Seconp SrxtTH LANCASHIRE FusILiers IN 


Franck AND BELGIUM. 


E must now continue the story of the Qnd/6th, which in parts is 

interwoven with that of the first line of the Battalion with which they 

subsequently amalgamated. The Battalion left Colchester on the night 
of the 26th February, 1917, for Southampton, and disembarked at. Havre at 
6 a.m. on, the 28th. The vessel in which they crossed, the DONEGAL, was 
torpedoed on the return journey. After a day or two in Rest Campi No. 2, the 
Battalion proceeded to Bosenghem, stayed there about a week, and then 
marched to Le Paradis and Bethune. While here selected platoons were sent 
for instruction in the trenchey on the Festubert front. The Battalion then 
moved to Gorre, the rest billets of the Division in the line, and from Gorre 
‘nto the line, taking over. from the 5th Lancashire Fusiliers. They occupied 
the trenches for seven days, had seven days in reserve at Windy Corner; in the 
line again, and then back to Gorre. On May 13th a raid was planned for 
identification purposes, and to “ blood” the Battalion. A and D Companies 
(the latter mostly Todmorden lads) went over at full strength at 1-30 a.m., 
under a heavy barrage, penetrated the third line, and retumed in daylight 
under a smoke barrage. The raid was successful; but unfortunately, the 
Battalion suffered severe casualties on returning to the trenches. In these 
operations Capt. Sutcliffe was severely wounded, and was sent to a Casualty 
Clearing Station at Bethune, from there to St. Omar, and afterwards to a 
private hospital in London. 


The Division was withdrawn from this sector in May, and marched out 
for a week’s rest at Pierri¢re. They then entrained for a new sector, in the 
vicinity of Dunkerque, and marched to billets at Rosendael for rest and 
training. 
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The Battalion next proceeded by canal barges to Furnes, and marched to 
billets at Oest-Dunkerque. From here the Battalion supplied working parties 
for duty with the Royal Engineers in the Nieuport sector. 


On the 10th July, 1917, the Battalion took part in the “ Battle of the Sand 
Dunes,” when the Bosch pushed the British line back to the west’ bank of the 
Yser, in the Lombartzyde sector, and the 2nd/6th were blown out of the village 
of Oest Dunkerque. 


On the l6th July the Division took over the line from Nieuport to 
Nieuport-Bains, and continued to take part in coast defence till September, 
when it was withdrawn, and the line handed over to the 42nd Division. The 
Battalion marched to Bray Dunes, and thence by motor bus through Bergues 
and Cassel to billets at Arques, south of St. Omer, where they stayed a 
fortnight, practising trench to trench attacks, ready for taking Passchendaele 
Ridge. 


On the 9th and 10th October, they took part in the attack on Passchendaele 
Ridge, in which, despite great difficulties of: ground, the line was pushed 
forward, and counter-attacks repulsed. ‘They held the trenches for nine days, 
standing four days in water up to the knees, and were then relieved by the 
24th Canadians. From Passchendaele the Battalion came back to Ypres 200 
strong out of 1,300. 


Recruited back to strength, the Battalion went into the line at Zonnebeke, 
where they lost another 800 men. On coming out of the line at Zonnebeke 
the Battalion was recruited again, and proceeded in November to Ypres for 
a further spell in the line. The Battalion remained in the Ypres salient until 
February, 1918, doing duty in the front line near Broodseinde, In February 
the Battalion was transferred to the Southern portion of the British line, and 
amalagamated with its own first line unit. On 9th March the Battalion took 
over a sector of the front line north of Hargicourt, and on 15th March withdrew 
into reserve at Roisel. They were here when the great German attack 
commenced on 21st March, the barrage opening at 4-30 a.m. The Battalion 
was in action! continuously for ten days during the Retreat of the Fifth Army, 
and was badly smashed up. The Division, which was several times mentioned 
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in despatches, was withdrawn from the line March 30th-31st east of Villers- 
Brettonneux. The Battalion roll call on the morning of 31st March showed a 
strength of one officer and 85 men, and the other units throughout the 
Division were in a similar case. 


In a letter to Colonel the Rt. Hon. Lord Shuttleworth, president of the 
Lancashire Territorial Force Association, dated 18th June, 1918, Lieut.-General 
C. F. N. Macready, Adjutant General to the Forces, remarked ‘In every 
engagement in which this Battalion (the 2nd/6th Lancashire Fusiliers) took 
part it upheld the brilliant and glorious traditions of the Lancashire 
Fusiliers to which it belonged. . . Although the 2nd/6th Battalion has been 
disbanded, the ofticers, warrant officers, non-commissioned officers, and the 
men have not been lost to the Lancashire Fusiliers; they have all been dratted 
into other Battalions of the Lancashire Fusiliers, and will continue to uphold 
the name and traditions of this regiment with the same spirit, loyalty, and 
esprit de corps as they have done in the 2nd/6th (L.F.) Battalion.” 


SEMI-OFFICAL SUMMARY OF THE WORK OF THE BATTALION, 


A semi-official record of the war experiences of the 6th Battalion 
Lancashire Fusiliers, published early in 1921, contained the following :— 


“The people of the towns from which the Battalion was recruited will not lightly. 
forget the days of the Gallipoli Campaign. Shrines testify the silent heartfelt gratitude of 
these densely peopled towns towards the men who braved every conceivable horror of war 
that the menace of militarism might be destroyed. There was no braver Battalion in the 
epic fighting on the narrow bullet-swept zone of Gallipoli than the 6th Lancashire Fusiliers. 


The 6th Lancashire Lusiliers were abroad for over four years, sailing for Kgypt in 
September, 1914, and not returning to Hngland until May of 1919. After being in training in 
Hgypt and in various minor affairs in that country for some eight months, they received 
orders to cross over to Gallipoli, disembarking at Cape Helles on to a ‘bullet-swept beach 
on 5th May, 1915. They were not destined to enjoy any respite after the excitement incident 
to landing—a feat in itself never to be forgotten in our island history, and in particular in 
the annals of Lancashire regiments—for they were in action on the following day, and were 
themselyes the first Battalion of their magnificent Division tu be engaged. 
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As an index to what the Battalion did on the narrow Peninsula, we need but glance 
at their record of decorations and the tale of the casualties there. They gained eight 
D.C.M.s [six of which went to men of the two Todmorden Companies], and between 800 and 
300 officers, N.C.O.s and men were killed and wounded, a record of devotion and gallantry 
under the most disheartening conditions which has made the Gallipoli campaign peculiarly 
the affair of Lancashire men, and of Lancashire Terriers in particulars. General Sir Ian 
Hamilton’s first despatch bears in his inimitable style, eloquent testimony to the Battalion’s 
sacrifices which, as the General states, were especially heavy during the plucky advance of 
Vth August, 1915, when they took part in repelling the fierce onslaught of the Turks in the 
neighbourhood of the Vineyard. The Terriers of the 6th and 7th Battalions of the Fusiliers 
clung to this terribie blood-stained Vineyard with a tenacity which Naboth’s ancestors would 
have envied. But where in the story in scripture, Ahab obtained what he coveted, the 
Lancashire Terriers, hy their fine endurance made it possible to keep the Vineyard during 
that evil night of August, and; a massive column of the enemy which strove to overwhelm the 
thinned ranks of the 6th and 7th was shattered to pieces in the attempt. 


Atter the evacuation of the Dardanelles, the 6th Lancashire Fusiliers went back to 
Egypt, where, during the winter of 1916, there was a huge massing of British troops, all the 
Divisions from Cape Helles swelling the total. The 42nd Division, of which the 6th Lancashire 
Fusiliers tormed part, were in Egypt throughout 1916, and can therefore include in their 
record of actions the stiff fighting of August in the neighbourhood of Romani, a kind of 
combined engagement, in which the Navy, represented by the most up-to-date monitors, 
protected the left flank of the British line in the Bay of Tinah. The Lancashire Territorial 
Brigade were sent up as reinforcements in the desert battle of 4th August, 1916, when the 
whole front advanced to the counter-attack, which before dusk reduced the enemy line to a 
series of shattered fragments, and which by daylight became a disordered rout. The entire 
action was officially conceded to be one ot the most successful and conclusive in the campaign, 
but what was more significant as far as this record is concerned, the fighting record of the 


- British Territovials was fully worthy of their splendid Gallipoli record. 


The 42nd Division had now won for itself a very considerable reputation, and in 1917 
it was sent over to Flanders to take the place of the hard-worked 15th Division. Their 
longest spell of fighting in this year was during the Third Battle of Ypres, notably on 
September 6th, when they endeavoured with splendid bravery to make headway against a 
deadly and bien nowrri fire from a line of farms in the vicinity of Hill 37. This hill position 
ought indeed to have been taken before the Lancashire men were given the order to advance, 
and in view of this omission it is perhaps not surprising that the 5th and 6th Lancashire 
Fusiliers, who led the stormers, practically ceased to exist after their effort. They went 
bravely forward, without waiting for a general advance, in order to rectify the line, our 
leaders thereby repeating the old error of the Somme Battle of 1916, namely, endeavouring 
to take a position by an isolated effort, while leaving a strong-point on their fank still in 
the hands of the enemy. 
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‘ 


In the following year, fresh drafts having filled up the skeleton cadres of the 6th, the 
Battalion found itself on the Somme, in the thick of the tremendous German attack on the 
Fifth Army on March 21st. The 6th now formed part of the 66th Division, and were located 
in the neighbourhood of Assevillers. The Germans were making very considerable headway, 
and had advanced from Hargicourt to Templaux when the 6th most gallantly held the enemy 
for a long while, fighting with much bitterness well into the evening of that terrible day 
among a series of redoubts which constituted the main defences of that particular part of the 
battle zone. March 30th found the Battalion gamely fighting in the rearguard of the 66th 
Division, led with superlative bravery during the whole retreat under Captain Porter, the 
only officer left standing, and with only a hundred men left surviving under him. With the 
50th and 16th Divisions, the 66th had participated in what was of course a defeat and a 
retreat. But a retreat may be a rout, and if may also, by the measure of loss it entails on 
the enemy, be something which takes on the aspect of a victory. And in this retreat the 
verdict of the milifary historian will no doubt be shaped by the undeniable fact that the 
Germans never got past these Divisions, every man of which fought for days on end with a 
measure of vigour and cheerfulness which have made the British Army what if is. Between 
March 21st and 31st, the 6th lost 32 officers and over 500 of her ranks; their killed, wounded, - 
and missing in the course of their varied service in Egypt, Gallipoli, the Sinai Peninsula, 


> 


France and Belgium, numbering in all over 1,500 of all ranks.’ 
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Caught! Flag Day Incident at Todmorden. 


(Photo by E. Hovysfall) 


CHAPTER Xx VIEL 
THE Turrp Sixty LANCASHIRE Fusiuiers. 


HE enrolment of the 3rd/6th Battalion of the Lancashire Fusiliers was 
commenced at the end of ADIL 1915, — ‘The Army Council issued an 
instruction to the East Lancashire Association of the Territorial Force 

to commence recruiting for the third line unit at once, and the 6th Battalion 
was called upon for 300: men. The Mayor of Todmorden received a letter 
stating that Todmorden was responsible for 100 men as its share of this number, 
and a vigorous recruiting campaign was at once commenced by the local 
Recruiting Committee. Considering the number of men who had already gone 
from Todmorden the respolse was very satisfactory, the hundred men asked 
for by the authorities being forthcoming within a comparatively short period. 
Capt. Robt. Hastwood, who was for many years the senior captain of the local 


Capt. J. de Ville Mather, 


R.A.M.C, 


Capt. R. Eastwood. 


Territorial Detachment, and who had resigned a few years before the outbreak 
of the War, again applied for a commission, and was given his old rank as 
captain of the 3rd/6th. Mr. Harold F. Hollinrake, of Beechwood (fated to 
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fall in the very last days of the War), Mr. Norman Brown, of Harley 
Villas, and Mr J. L. Stuart Gill, of Byrom Street, applied for commissions, and 
were appointed subalterns. Lieuts. Brown and Gill both subsequently joined 
the Royal Flying Corps. Dr. J. de Ville Mather, of Claremont, took up a 
commission in the R.A.M.C., and was appointed Regimental Medical Officer. 


The new officers and the recruits proceeded to Headquarters at Rochdale, 
and on the 3rd July, 1915, the last-tormed Territorial battalion of the 6th 
Lancashire Fusiliers moved out of Baron Street, Rochdale, as a sort of 
composite whole. The Commanding Officer was Major Ledward; his second in 
command was Capt. Kastwood; the Adjutant was Noel Tomlinson; and 
among the subalterns were Harold F. Hollinrake, Norman Brown and J. L. 8. 
Gill. Three companies were all that the authorities allowed. Everybody was 
most anxious that the Battalion should attain its four Company strength, sc 
satistied was it that it could meet the Hun with every chance of success. 


The first resting place of the Battalion was Southport, where the afternoon 
was spent in getting billets‘on the promenade. Five months slipped by very 
quickly. Kverybody shook dow1 to very solid work. Lieut. Brown became 
physical training officer, and the superintendence of the billets and endless 
worry fell on Capt. Hastwood. The band was formed under Sergt. Dunwell, 
a Todmordian, who did yeoman service with instruments purchased from funds 
kindly subscribed by ‘Lodmorden and Rochdale friends. Major Ledward 
broke down in health, and Capt. Hastwood took command. 


About this time the men of the First Sixth, who had been in the severe 
fighting in Gallipoli and had been invalided home, began to reinforce the 
Battalion. Major Gledhill and other officers, with some 200 N.C.O.’s and men, 
including many Todmordians, joined the Battalion, Competition sprang up, 
the Battalion improved, and began to set value on itself. The men were very 
little sick, and out-going drafts—for now the Battalion was justifying its 
existence 


were leaving for the Peninsula, and before going were entertained 
by Mr. Sugden Sutcliffe, J.P., a Todmorden gentleman resident in Southport. 
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Winter came, and the Division, or rather the “ Grouped Units,” as the 
War Office called them, moved to Salisbury Plain. Major Gledhill was 
promoted Lieut.-Colorel, and appointed second in command. Hut life began 
at Codtord—irreverently known as Codford-on-the-Mud. Discipline tightened, 
and lite became more serious.’ The first tinge of war crept into the atmosphere. 
There were mysterious fires, life was rougher, staff officers were appointed. 
Football matches, wrestling matches, boxing competitions, regular drafts, a 
Zeppelin scare, spies, spotted fever, bombing accidents, machine-gun fire, 
distant artillery fire, constant rain: these seemed to fill the day. ‘The battalion 
was inspected by Lord French. Albert Summertou, Sowery, Kerr, Baldwin and 
other Todmordians who had been blooded in Gallipoli returned, and as a result 
of their service were promoted to various ranks, in this battalion. Lieut. 
Hollinrake had gone to the Peninsula, and several hundred men had gone as 
reinforcements. . 


Christmas, 1916, came, the winter slipped by, and the Battalion moved te 
Whitley Common in Surrey. By this time they were full of hope. ‘Chere were 
four Companies, and the Battalion was fairly happy. Whitley was voted by 
far the finest place these hard Northerners had ever struck. The weather Was 
magnificent, and with the evening concerts of the bands, excellent cricket, and 
downright hard work the Battalion was endeavouring to live up’ to the 
reputation of the dear old First Sixth, who had left the Peninsula with their 
tails up, and were now gruelling under an unkinder sun in Sinai. This was 
the hey day of the 3rd/6th Lancashire Fusiliers. There were night attacks, 
and with the dawn the defenders and attackers were dished out with coffee. 


About this time the M.O., Capt. Mather, was sent to Millbank for a course 
of gas training, following which he was set to organise gas training for the 
Division. Dr. Uopwood, of Cornholme, joined the 8th Fusiliers, aud 
subsequently went to Mesopotamia. The King inspected the Battalion. With 
July came the Somme, and with the Somme came casualty lists. It was soon 
understood that the Battalion would never fight as a unit. There were alarums 
of invasion. The $rd/6th became the nucleus of a composite Battalion. 
Lieut.-Col. Gledhill went back to Egypt, and Lieut.-Col. Umpeville, D.S.O., 
took over the command. Draft upon draft of officers and men disappeared into 
the night, and the news came that ‘ Poor so-and-so had gone under.” 


107 


TODMORDEN AND THE GREAT WAR. 


Then came the amalgamation of the 3rd/ 6th, 3rd/7th, and 3rd/ 8th, to be 
called in future the 6th Reserve Battalion, Lancashire Fusilers. The 
Battalion moved to Oswestry. of which place the least said the better. The 
men were for five weeks under canvas, and there were two fine evenings. 
The rest was rain—horses, men, waggons were all bogged. 


In October there was another move, back to Southport. Mr. W. Barker, 
of Woodlands, and Sergt. W. Marshall, of Riverside (who had seen service 
with the Ist/6th Battalion in Gallipoli), had jomed the Battalion 
with commissious. ‘lhe training was very different from that of the year 
betore. The General was a regular, the military police were numerous, and 
there was little else Lut work. Christmas, 1917, came and went unnoticed. 


On the 2nd January, the interminable trek had started again, this time 
to Ripon. Capt. Mather had lett the Battalion for the Manchesters, and Major 
Barker had joined the 6th Lancashire Fusiliers in the desert. Othcers and 
men were all changed, and the Todmorden and Rochdale atmosphere was 
largly absorbed by the men of Salford. At Ripon the Battalion was one of 
many. It was a camp which held 40,000 men. There was a march past Lord 
French and General Smuts. 


Spring came, and with it another move, this time to Scarborough. Major 
Barker and Capt. Lord arrived, and many of the old Todmordians re-appeared. 
Now began more of active service than ever the 3rd/6th had thought of. 
Lance-Corpl. Parry was killed by enemy fire from the sea. Zeppelins came 
with a frequency that was boring. There were everlasting coast patrols, one 
saw ships torpedoed, there were stands-to, and the Battalion. settled down te 
steady coastal defence and training. Two German prisoners were brought in 
from a submarine. Al] this may sound very paltry after the event, but it was 
very real then. 


The Battalion moved to Bridlington, to the same sort of work. On the 
11th November, 1918, came the Armistice. There was a sort of general paying 
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off, a notice in the Press that “All debts contracted by the 6th (Reserve) 
Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers,” ete.; and then only the Cadre. There were 
many names missing of those who marched out of Rochdale four years 
previously, but looking back the feeling was that the men were magnificent— 
patient and enduring, crime was negligible, and disease was slight. Many 
burdens could have been lightened, perhaps, but the Battalion was always a 
trier. It finished its course; it had kept the faith. 
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TODMORDEN MEN'S EXPERIENCES IN MANY LANDS. 


Who shall sing the song of them, 

The wonder and the strength of them, 

The gaiety and the tenderness they bore across the sea; 
In every heart the song of them, 

The debt that England owes to them, 

The chivalry and fearlessness 

That strove, and won ‘her free, 


ITH all its horror, the War had its brighter side, and one of the 
advantages which it conferred upon those who took part in its grim 
business was the opportunity it afforded of visiting distant lands, and 

of coming into personal contact. with new peoples and strange customs, which 
must have had aw wonderfully broadening effect upon their minds. Previous to 
the War many of the lads had been no further from home than Blackpool or 
Morecambe, and probably few of them had ever expected or even wished 
to visit any foreign land; but the War afforded them the opportunities of 
travel and of never-to-be-forgotten experiences which otherwise would 
never have come their way. In the course of their war service, hundreds of 
them became familiar with parts of France and Belgium, while others had, the 
privilege of visiting such distant lands as Kgypt, Macedonia, Mesopotamia, 
Palestine, India, Africa, and Northern Russia. They visited the Pyramids and 
the Sphinx, and the sacred places of Palestine; they explored the cradle) of 
the human race in Mesopotamia; they stood on the frontiers of India, on the 
borders of the Arctic Ocean, and were brought into touch with native life in the 
interior of Africa. Particularly interesting were the stories they had to tell 
of Oriental life in Cairo and Alexandria. Some who served in the Navy algo 
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had unforgettable experiences. A privileged few had the unique experience 
of witnessing the surrender of the German Fleet, and others were on duty at 
Seapa Flow during the time the surrendered ships were interned there, 


The following are a few selected experiences, representing practically all 
the principal theatres of war. 


THE RETEAT FROM MONS. 


One of the first letters received from the seat of war was from Driver Rd. 
Stansfield, Back Friths Terrace, Bacup Road, of the 3rd Brigade, Royal Horse 
Artillery, who was in the Retreat from Mons. Writing home in September, 
1914, he said:— “T never had my puttees off for the fourteen days that we 
were in retreat, always on the move, Occasionally we would just lie down to 
sleep, when up we had to jump, harness up, and proceed on an all-night march. 
Again, when we felt safe, we would camp, have a bit of breakfast, and after 
an hour or two's stay we had to be off again. Occasionally a few shells would 
alight when were having breakfast, which again compelled us to pack up and 
be off. In one tight corner we lost one officer, four drivers, and a sergeant.” 


Pte. Thos. Gavaghan, Ridge Street, Cobden, of the 2nd Manchester 
Regiment, who arrived home early in October, 1915, recuperating from wounds 
received in the fighting at Mons and Cambrai, in an interview, said:— ‘ In 
Mons we met the Germans, and made a bayonet attack on them. Shells were 
flying about, and the houses were blown down ‘something awful.’ We lost 
a lot of men, and retired to a position about three miles out of Mons, where we 
began to dig: trenches, but two German, aeroplanes had followed us to note our 
position. The next morning the Germans attacked us with artillery from three 
miles range. We lost about 200 men killed and wounded, and retired to 
Cambrai. We waited there about eight hours for reinforcements which never 
came, and the Germans appeared again. Our cavalry charged them, and. the 
infantry followed them up. In this charge 1 received a bullet wound in the 
thigh, but went on fighting two days after being hit. We retired from Cambrai, 
marching day and night, and were fighting in trenches in a convent ground 
when I was hit again. The word to retire had just been given when I was shot 
in the back, near the right shoulder blade, the bullet going right through, and 
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coming out just above the collar bone. That put me out altogether, and when 
T came to myself I saw nobody about; only shells were falling all around. After 
crawling through some cornfields two gunners of the R.F.A. picked me up.” 


AN EARLY NAVAL ENGAGEMENT. 


Petty Officer Leonard Roberts, of the Torpedo Boat Destroyer Lance, 
which, it was stated, fired the first shot in the War, and distinguished itself 
in the early days of the War by sinking the German mine-layer KoENIGEN 
Luise, describing the sinking of four German destroyers on the Dutch coast 
in October, 1914, said: — “It was not much, though we gave them a lively 
time—just one hour and five minutes from the time we fired our first shot to 
the last—and they went to the bottom. ‘The last one was in a terrible state 
(well, I suppose they all were), but that was the one we stood by, picking up 
survivors. We got 12—three officers and nine men. One of the officers was 
badly wounded. ‘Those who were not wounded looked pleased they were out 
of the War. [ don’t think it upset them much being prisoners. We did our 
best for all of them.” 


TRAINING IN EGYPT. 


Karly in October letters began to arrive from the Todmorden .Territorials 
who were on the way to Kgypt, descriptive of the voyage, and the following 
month letters were| received describing their arrival and experiences in Egypt. 
Writing from Abbassia on November 8th, Captain Gledhill said:— ‘ All the 
men have quite settled down, to hard work. The training: they are receiving is 
excellent, but very hard. It is no easy thing to dig trenches for four or five 
hours at a stretch in this climate, and that iy what they were doing last week, 
and in addition to that: they had six hours on the ranges. Last week we had 
a march past of the whole Division through Cairo. This Battalion marched 
9? nules in the heat of the day, and with only one halt of ten minutes’ 
duration, and only two men fell out from 850 men. General Maxwell was 
evidently delighted with the steadiness and morale of the men, and I never 
felt as proud as when my Company marched past Shepheard’s Hotel, which 
was crowded with visitors, and we received a well-deserved acclamation, The 
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men. look trained to a hair, and the life out here is broadening their minds. 
They are amongst every nationality under the sun, and they have many 
opportunities of seeing the sights of Kgypt. I think that nearly every one in 
the Battalion has seen the Sphinx and climbed the Great Pyramid,”’ 


GERMAN ATROCITIES. 


Driver Herbert Fielden, of 11, Melbourne Road, Walsden, of the R.F.A , 
writing in January, 1915, declared that his first month in action was the 
roughest he had gone through. They had all-night marches, and orders were 
given to the men in whispers. At one time he was smoking and reading a 
newspaper when he had his pipe blown out of his mouth by a piece of shell. 
They hardly knew what sleep was. Once he tried to snatch * forty winks” 
in what he thought was a quiet and secluded place, but instead he fell into a 
ditch of water. German barbarism, he said, was horrible. As they passed 
through villages, with an oceasional rest, they peered into several cottages, 
and the ghastly sights they saw were heartrending and beyond description. 
In one cottage they found a baby fastened to the wall with a bayonet through 
its body. In another they found the mutilated remains of a white-haired old 
woman. 


GALLTPOLT. 


Many thrilling stories were told of the Gallipoli fighting. Pte. S. EK. 
Williams, of 6, Union Street South, said:— ‘“ It was shrapnel that burst just 
in front of me, and when I came to about half an hour afterwards there was 
no one near me except the dead, so I tried to get up and walk, but found I 
could not do so. I was taken down to the base, wounded. On the way I 
noticed another wounded soldier being carried by two stretcher bearers, and 
as they got just past me a sniper fired at them, and killed the chap that was 
wounded. The ambulance men had no rifles, but I had, and I saw him up a 
tree. I took my rifle off my back and let drive, and brought him down with 
my second shot. When they went up to him they found he had got 19 of our 
dises round his neck.” 
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Pte. Philip Sutcliffe, of Wellington Road, describing the first advance at 
the Todmorden Territorials, said:— “ At noon the order came along to get 
ready for an advance. Then we started, 1) Company leading. We had just 
got nicely going when ‘ ping, ping,’ the Turks had us. Then we got it, we 
dropped like rain—so did the bullets and shrapnel. About the third rush, 
T was on my stomach, taking cover as best I could, when, a bullet. entered my 
shoulder and travelled down my back,where it now is. For hours I lay there 
and could not move. I managed at last to crawl away down a gully to a doctor 
who bandaged me up,and sent me down to the shore.” 


Pte. Arthur [oworth, a former member of the Todmorden Fire Brigade, 
writing to his parents in Shade Street, describing the engagement, said :— 
“ At 11 o’clock the Captain told us we had to attack the Turks, and he said, 
when. we were about to jump out of the trench, ‘Give them socks, lads,’ but 
we had no sooner got our heads out of the top of the trench than there came 
a perfect hail of bullets, and some of our poor lads never got on the top before 
they were shot dead. But I advanced with the lot, and we kept lying down as 
we advanced, and as I lay behind some cover, the boys kept falling on either 
side of me, and the bullets were flying over my head and past my side. It 
was hell upon earth, and I am sure they never experienced anything like it in 
France. I wonder how I got through, for I was advancing on the left when 
a shell burst that sent me over the cliff with a drop of 60 feet.” 


ROUNDING UP SINGAPORE MUTINEERS, 


Pte. J. K. Hughes, 10, Ernest Street, Cornholme, a member of the 4th 
King’s Shropshire Regiment, was on duty in Singapore in February, 1915. In 
a letter home he said:— “Six of our Company were sent with a party from 
H.M.S. Capmus to a place called Bukit-Panjang, a native village in the jungle, 
to search the native houses for mutineers. We found three under a bed in one 
of the dwellings, and gave them short shrift. From there we were sent to 
Tanglin, and, found 34 more hiding in the churchyard. We next moved to 
Fort Canning, to guard the signalling sfation, and when. we left there about 
a fortnight later, the majority of the mutineers were accounted for.” 
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Pte. Gilbert Seel, Woodlands, of the Royal Fusiliers, gave a graphic 
account of the terrible condition of the trenches in France in the winter of 
1915-16. He said:— ‘Going up to the trenches we had to go over the top, 
and I think it was the most trying time we are likely to have, as after we left 
the second line we had to go through mud which came up to our waists. I 
don’t know how | managed, but I did, and lots of bigger chaps than I 
had a terrible time, Chaps were rolling about in mud, and could not get out 
for quite a time. We had jack boots on, but coming back I lost, mine, and my 
ordinary boots as well, as | went in up to my knees, and had to leave them, and 
came back about half a mile in stocking feet.” 


THE BATTLE OF LOOS. 


Driver William Greenwood, of Bean Hole Farm, Cross Stone, of the 
R.F.A., who had been in the Retreat from Mons, the Battles of the Marne, 
Hill 60, Neuve Chapelle, and Loos, writing from a convalescent hospital in 
February, 1916, said :— ‘‘ The Battle of Loos was of such a nature that no, one 
who took part in it will ever forget. Our Battery bombarded the German 
trenches for four days and nights with little or no cessation, and the continuous 
roaring of the guns) is a good nerve tester for the strongest men, out there. We 
finished up the bombardment by paying the Germans in their own coin with 
an avalanche of gas shells, which makes the horizon over the German trenches 
look as yellow as a palm tree. Suddenly the guns cease booming, and it is 
now the infantry’s turn. Above the crackling noise of the machine-guns we 
ean hear the yell of the ‘Jocks’ as they leap over the parapets, some few 
hundred yards in front off us. We very soon, get the news from our observation 
post that. the advance is a success, and they wire repeatedly to our gunners 
to lengthen the range 500 or 1,000 yards, according to the advance, so as to 
trap the Germans as they retreat from trench to trench, and make it as easy 
ag possible for our infantry to advance. Those who are back from the trenches, 
and those who are going in, exchange greetings with us as we pass them on 
our way to the Battery with our ammunition. For those we meet coming out 
of the trenches, after days of sleepless vigilance and rigorous duty, there is a 
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feeling runs through one that cannot be expressed in words. We see how tired 
they are; we know how brave they have been. We in the artillery go through 
similar ordeals, and we are thankful for the inspiring words they give us of 
‘Good luck to you, boys.’ ” 


SALONICA, 


Pte. Albert J. Norton, of Cormholme, who was in the Kast Lancashire 
Regiment, sent an interesting letter from Salonica, where a good many 
Todmorden men were stationed for a lengthy period. Writing in. February, 
1916, he said: — “ We get used to anything—sickness, disease, bullets, shells 
or bombs. We are like pawnbrokers, we contract to take anything on. I 
thought we had some hills in France, but they are only molehills. This is the 
place for mountains. When we were up in Serbia it took us exactly six and a 
half hours to get to the top of one. What a country! It is all rocks and 
mountains: there were no roads here until we made them. There has been 
some splendid work done out here. The boys have had to work very hard, 
road making and trench digging, under severe weather conditions. We expect 
big game here, but we are ready for them. It is a very ancient country, and 
they wear the same old-fashioned dress yet. They are very fond of colours, 
and oxen are used for carting purposes. We did not know whether it was 
Christmas or not up the line. We went trench digging as usual, and the same 
old bully beef and biscuits for dinner.” 


THE BATTLE OF JUTLAND. 


A young Todmorden man who was in the great naval battle of Jutland, in 
an interview, said:— ‘ We were out in the North Sea between four and five 
o’clock on Wednesday, 31st May, 1916, when we sighted the German battle fleet. 
The light cruiser I was on was between our big ships and the German big ships, 
and the latter were firing right over us, or they would have blown us clean 
out of the water. As it was we were hit once, and our vessel had a hole in 
its side. The noise of the guns was something terrible. There were scores 
of ships of all sorts and sizes engaged. I saw both the QuEEN Mary and the 
[INDEFATIGABLE sink, and also saw one of the striking incidents of the great 
battle—a great ship standing almost on end, with the bow pointing heaven- 


: 116 


SOLDIERS STORIES. 


wards, before sinking into the deep. Atter the fight had been proceeding some 
hours our Grand Fleet appeared, and as soon as the Germans saw them they 
turned taill and made for home. The general impression amongst our men was 
that they had swept the German Navy off the sea, and they were staggered 
when they got to port to see the Admiralty report, and to find the country 
regarding the engagement as Sn in the nature) of a defeat. They 
considered they had won a great victory.” 


A CORNHOLMER IN MESOPOTAMIA. 


A young native of Cornholme, writing from India in September, 1916, 
describing his experiences in Mesopotamia, where he had been wounded, 
said:— ‘‘ We were flooded out of the trenches, and got over the paradore. 
I and three more chaps were sniping the Turks, who also were flooded out. 

We had been sniping about 45 minutes when I got one in the head. I spun 
round like a top, and thought for a few minutes that my’ time had! come. Then 
JT was all right and walked to the dressing station, about three miles, up to 
the knees in} water. We had been flooded out a week previous to that, on 
April 12th, and we had to retire and dig fresh trenches, while the Turks kept 
up heavy artillery fire, and killed and wounded several of our chaps. It is 
no picnic up there I can assure you. When it rains it turns the sand into mud, 
and you are up to the boot tops in it. When the sun comes it is terrible, 130 
degrees in the shade, 150 in the sun, and all is sand again. You eat sand, 
breathe sand, get sand in your eyes, sand up your nose, sand in your ears, and 
sand in the water you drink. Then there are not only the Turks to fight, but 
a dozen different: diseases, a few of which are dysentery, malaria, rheumatic 
fever, sand-fly fever, and typhoid. You sit down to eat your bread, again, 
and you get swarms of flies around. Your bread is black with them; you 
take your right hand to your mouth, and keep continually waving your left 
hand. If you stop you cannot see your bread for flies, and; while you are doing 
this there will be dozens swimming in your tea. When you get down for a 
few hours’ rest between sentry-go you are pestered with mosquitoes, and you 
feel you can rub and scratch yourself until you bleed.” 


LU 


TODMORDEN AND THE GREAT WAR. 


WITH THE MOTOR TRANSPORT IN EAST AFRICA, 


Pte. Wilfred Ormerod, of Cornholme, serving with the Motor Transport 
Section in East Africa, writing in August, 1916, said:— “I was in a troop 
train on a 300-mile 36-hour journey inland. During the day we saw from the 
train, roaming quite free, ostriches, givaftes, zebras, and any amount of buck, 
ranging from wee delicate looking specimens to animals with horns two to 
three feet/ long. A month later we were camped near the railhead, quite out in 
the wildemess. Some of our camping places have been far from ideal. One 
which we stayed at three weeks was under the slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro 
(19,700 feet high), with his perpetual cap of snow. At times the mountain 1s 
a wonderful sight. It is said that the natives worship it, and 1 for one don't 
wonder, You would be highly amused to see the rig-outs of some of the 
natives. For general simplicity, a light blanket draped over one shoulder 
takes some beating. Ay further adornment he may have a piece of cane fixed 
in the lobe of each ear, several coils of copper wire round his neck, half a 
dozen brass rings round each wrist, and a similar number of iron ones round 
the ankles. The general result is a sort of walking junk shop. Others of them 
go in rather more for style, and pick up all the cast-off clothing they can find, 
either civilian or military. I saw one stalking along the other day dressed in 
a waist-cloth and a morning coat, smoking a pipe with a cane bowl and 
long ivon stem. L have not seen much in the way of * big game,’ but at 
the other extreme I have seen enough different sorts of crawling, Jumping 
and flying insects to last me the rest of my natural existence.” 


R.A.M.C. MAN IN MALTA. 


Pte. Jas. Hy. Stansfield, R.A.M.C., on duty at the Valetta Hospital, in 
Malta, in a letter dated 18th October, 1916, said:— ** We have cricket, football, 
hockey, swimming, dancing, and all kinds of sports, and in amusements we 
have about half a dozen picture palaces, and a fine opera house, where during 
the season Italian operas are given. Malta is a very interesting place. There 
are some fine old buildings, built by the Kuights of St. John; also some 
beautiful churches, the interior walls and pillars of which are of marble, and 
ornaments of gold and silver are quite common, The religious processions, 
too, ave wonderful. Oranges, lemons, figs, melons, grapes, and such lke grow 
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outin the open. The weather is beautiful. We get rain about every six months, 
but the sirocco winds are nearly as bad as rain. As in other hot climates, we 
get mosquitoes, whose bites are terrible, and sandflies, which cause fever. 
What strikes us most is the number, of goats one sees here. They go about in 
droves, and their owners do a good trade in milk, which the Maltese people 
drink, but we are not; allowed to drink it, as it causes Mediterranean fever. A 
good many of the people are very dirty, but the rest are well dressed, and it is 
quite a treat to go down the/ principal street on Saturdays and Sundays.” 


ON BOARD A TORPEDOED HOSPITAL SHIP. 


Pte. Frank Kershaw, of the West Yorkshires, was on a hospital ship which 
was torpedoed in the Channel on the night of Ist March, 1917. He said:— 
“When in mid-Channel, the hospital ship (in which were 1,000 sick and 
wounded) was torpedoed by a submarine at twenty minutes to twelve. All 
on board had to be removed to lifeboats. Fortunately only three died from the 
experience, which was dreadful.” 


IN THE SYRIAN DESERT. 


A Todmorden young man in the Machine-gun;' Section of the Desert 
Column operating on the borders of Palestine gave some of his trying 
experiences in the desert of Syria. He said:—'‘' Day after day our troops 
marched across the great sand spaces before they reach HE] Arish—across miles 
upon miles of sand, unbroken even to the point where it touched the skyline, and 
the sun beat down upon us until it affected the eyesight of many 
of our men. As far as the eye can reach there is not a scrap of verdure to be 
seen, but only desolation—north, south, east and west; only sand, ghastly and 
wan, with that ancient sorrow, that. odowr of remote mortality, which is called 
‘the dust of Hgypt.’ Those who have never ventured into the desert do not 
realise what a sandstorm, is like. These miniature simoous, which come in the 
shape of a wall of sand, are so high as to shut out the sunlight, and so 
suffocating that it seems impossible that anything human could live through 
them. At Hl Arish, last New Year’s Day such a sandstorm swept over the 
desert. ‘The fine grains of sand clung to our faces, and it was impossible to 
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open either our eyes or our mouths. To have done so would have been to risk 
being both suffocated and blinded. It has been well worth our time to cross 
the seas to roam over these sands, steeped as they are in the glories of the 
past; the memories of the days and nights spent on the Syrian desert will live 
in our minds long after the roar of the guns has ceased.” 


ON THE ITALIAN FRONT. 


Corpl. J. H. Garside, 6, Harehill Street, of the R.A.M.C., who later died 
as a prisoner of war in the hands of the Germans, describing his experiences 
with the Italian Army in March, 1917, said:— “ We had tremendous welcomes 
everywhere, particularly when we got into Italy. very time we stopped we 
found crowds on the platforms waiting for us, and they gave us sandwiches, 
hot. coffee, biscuits, flowers, and cigarettes; also we got big bunches of grapes 
and carnations. At Milan the people went pretty well mad. We had three 
or four hours there, and were split into parties of about 50, and marched 
through the city. The streets were simply packed, and wherever we went we 
were pelted with flowers.” 


TODMORDEN ALRMAN’S KXPLOLY. 


Observer-Lieut. Vincent Greenwood, Rk.A.F., of Lydgate, who during a 
year’s active service spent 95 hours in the air, and reached a height of 19,600 
feet, describing an air fight in May, 1917, said:— “ I had only been in position 
two minutes when I spotted nine machines cruising about. I went on with my 
observation work, but a minute later was violently startled by the 
* Pop-pop-pop ” of a machine-gun, and a loud shout from the pilot, who was 
shaking the machine about to attract my attention. 1 swung round to my gun, 
and at once saw a machine about 80 yards away diving down on my tail 
straight from the sun; he was still firing. 1 opened fire, and saw my tracers 
going between his wings about a yard away from his fusilage (body of machine), 
Swinging my gun a little I got about twenty rounds right into his) engine. He 
stopped firing, and T saw the machine go down in a vertical nose-dive, 
disappearing beneath my tail.’ 


Fallen Officers. 


1. Lieut.-Col. Austin Tuorr, C.M.G., D.S.O, ete. (Photo by Steer, Plymouth). 2. Capt, FRANK MARSHALL, 
3. Lieut. F. W. Crasrree. 4. Lieut. Louts CLay (2 and 4 Photos by Clapham). 
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FIELD TELEPHONIST'S IMPRESSION OF A BOMBARDMENT. 


A young Walsden soldier, who was a signaller and telephonist attached 
to the R.F.A., describing a battle on! the Western Front in June, 1917, said :— 
In front, ‘ verey’ lights go up occasionally, but all is dark elsewhere. At a 
given hour you know something will happen. You wait, watching your watch. 
At the second appointed, a single heavy gun breaks the silence, and then the 
ball opens. From all round you Batteries open out, ‘field’ and ‘ heavies’ 
pumping out shells as fast as they can. Overhead there is one continuous roar, 
as of express trains, and) the sky is lit up by flashes of guns and exploding 
shells. In front, for a second or two, nothing happens; then a perfect shower 
of ‘ verey ’ lights go up in their graceful curves, lighting up the ruins in front. 
Then rockets of every hue follow, bursting in all kinds of shapes, signalling to 
the Bosches behind. A few moments later the opposing guns open out in 
reply, and add their‘ Crump, ‘ crump,’ ‘ crump’ to the inferno, This continues 
for an appointed time; then comes a sudden lull, followed by an outbreak of 
machine-gun fire. ‘Over the top, and the best o° luck’ as we say, and God 
grant there is little to hold up the boys in front. That is a battle on a small 
scale as seen by a detached observer. As seen by an active participant it is no 
mere spectacle— Hell’ is not the word for its utter terror and awfulness.” 


FOUR BRITISHERS REPEL SIXTY GERMANS. 


Pte. Walter Hey, Victoria Villas, told at a distribution of medals how four 
men of the West Riding Regiment repelled 50 or 60 Germans, a feat for which 
he and his comrades were awarded the Military Medal. ‘ On. the night of the 
4th-5th June, 1917,” he said, “the Bosche started a bombardment at one 
o'clock, and at ten minutes past, a raiding party came over under cover of the 
shell fire, but we spotted them about 50 yards off us, and 1 should say there 
were about 60! of them. We made a scatter out of the trenches into ‘no man’s 
land, waited for him, and then gave him a very hot reception. We fired till 
our rifles were red hot. When the odds were nearly twenty to one you can 
see how things were, but I suppose Jerry had * got the wind up,’ and its a good 
job for us he had, for if he had known there were only four of us we should not 
have been singing ‘God save the King’ now.” 
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FLANKING OUR ARMIES IN FLANDERS. 


Bombing-Sergeant W. Holt, of the 2nd/oth Lancashire Fusilers, 
describing the operations on the Belgian coast at the mouth of the river Yser 
in July, 1917, when the 2nd/6th Lancashire Fusiliers were given the honour 
of holding the extreme flank, said:— ‘I shall never forget the arrival in the 
shattered village of Nieuport-Bains after our long journey up from the South. 
The strong smell of the sea—so welcome after months in the gas-contaminated 
air of lower Flanders—the brilliance of the sunshine, the flocks of lazy white 
clouds that drifted slowly over the yellow dunes, for a moment took my thoughts 
away from war. Lt seemed peaceful enough, and as far as nature herself was 
concerned there had been little change since the days when families sported 
in thousands on the beach. Now, however, between the intermittent roaa’ of 
guns and the scream and crash of falling shelly there reigned a deathly silence. 
Never have I known such a silence as that which comes between bursting 
shells; and never have I looked owt upon such desolation as that which hangs 
over a broken country, where thousands of hostile soldiers le crouching out 
of sight. As I cautiously scanned the dunes ahead of us I failed to see one 
sigu of life. But life there was, as pinging bullets soon proved, and many of 
the less cautious fell victims to snipers’ bullets ere we had properly taken over 
the sector. My duties as ‘ Battalion Bombing Sergeant’ took me at once over 
the Battalion’s defences, scheming out defensive: posts, replenishing or moving 
‘bomb-dumps,’ distributing my ammunition and men to the best advantage. 
Many of the dumps were filled with French grenades, the mechanism) of which 
my men had little knowledge, and accidents were of frequent occurrence, Then 
began those heavy bombardments that were heard even in London, and, started 
the rumour that the British had taken Ostiende. All the German naval guns 
along the coast were in action. The whole of the coast sector right back as 
far as Dunkerque was subjected to a continuous vain of shell of all calibres. 
The gun that was shelling Dunkerque could be heard from our trenches, and 
each time it fired an operator telegraphed to Dunkerque, where sirens were 
sounded, and the people had a whole minute to take cover. Altogether it took 
the shell 75 seconds after leaving the gun to arrive in Dunkerque! The days 
were hideous with the scream and shriek of shells as they slid down on us out 
of the sky. At night the sky was traversed with searchlights, and seemed to 
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be full of throbbing aeroplanes. The seething whistle of the falling bombs and 
the terrible bursting crash prevented all attempts at sleeping. Candles 
flickered and went out in the strongest dug-outs, where men lay and spoke 
not a word. Time after time one of us would re-light a candle in silence and 
glance anxiously at an ever-widening crack in the concrete roof: Outside, 
the sentries on the beach watched the flashes out at sea as our great naval 
guns sent shell after shell into Ostend. The skirmishing that took place among 
the sand dunes was of an exciting nature; mostly patrol encounters and raids 
when the tide was low. Concealed machine-guns would bark out suddenly, 
and sweep the beach below the barbed wire entanglements. The discovered 
patrol would either! dash for cover or lie flat on the sand until the gun had 
spluttered its worst. Sometimes at night, patrols swam across the river, dressed 
in black bathing costumes, the face, arms and legs rendered less visible by a 
coating of black grease. These men, however, had strategic work to do and 
their mission must not be confused with that of the soldier who swam out on 
his own! account and planted the Union Jack at the end of the wooden jetty on 
the German side of the river, thereby losing his life, for the strong current 
carried him out to sea.” 


FLYING OFFICER'S RECORD. 


The following record of Capt. James Mitchell’s experiences will give au 
idea of a flying man’s work:— Ile was promoted to lieutenant, and went 
vverseas on 7th October, 1917. He made his first Hight across the Channel, and 
was on the Ypres-Dixmude front about six weeks, during which time he 
brought down three Hun machines. On one occasion his captain and he were 
hotly attacked. The captain fought off the machine which was attacking 
Lieut. Mitchell, and the latter fought the machine which was attacking his 
captain, and they succeeded in bringing down both machines in flames. For 
this feat Lieut. Mitchell was promoted to the rank of captain. In November 
he was transferred to the Italian frout, serving up in the Alps, in the North of 
Ltaly, and on the River Piave. Here he brought down three more enemy 
machines, including a Gotha, one of the bie fighting planes, carrying five 
machine-guns, 25 cwt. of bombs, two gunners, and a pilot. Practically all his 
fighting in Italy was done at an altitude of 12,000 feet. 
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Sergt. A. Thorne, 29, Knowlwood Road, while a patient in Norfolk War 
Hospital, came into contact with the King and Queen, and other members of 
the Royal Family. Describing his experiences in a letter dated 8th October, 
1917, he said:— ‘“.The King came over to us, and chatted with each of us 
individually, and you can imagine how pleased I was at having that honour, 
but more was to come. Queen Mary and Queen Alexandra were coming 
out to lunch, so we drove round to where the tent was pitched, and who should 
come to us but Princess Victoria and Princess Mary. They were a lively couple, 
joking and laughing with us. Princess Mary came round the car, and had 
quite a long chat with me all on my own, The King had another chat with 
us, and here Queen Mary and Queen Alexandra came up to us. Queen 
Alexandra shook hands with us, and Queen Mary chatted with us, so that you 
see we were right amongst them.” 


AT CLOSE GRIPS. 

™ A Todmorden soldier in France sent home a thrilling account of the 
remarkable feat for which Pte. W. Suthers, 22, George Street, who was with 
the local Territorials in Kgypt and the Dardanelles, was awarded the Military 
Medal. He said:— “ Pte. Suthers set off from our lines along with others 
of the Battalion, on a hostile raid, but had the misfortune to be cut off from the 
party early in the raid. Whilst looking round to find the best method of 
rejoining the party he was seen by six of the Iluns, who were ensconced in a 
shell-hole. ‘They seized him, and, as it later proved, made a vain endeavour 
to hold him a prisoner. After a brief struggle Suthers broke loose, and 
immediately pinned one of his assistants to the ground with his bayonet, and 
then, taking the one chance which only comes off successfully once in a 
lifetime, he withdrew the pin from a bomb, and let it fall amongst them, 
killing another and wounding the remainder, luckily for himself, getting off 
with nothing more serious than bruised arms, where they had had hold of him. 
Up to this time he had been entirely on his own, but just at the conclusion of 
his exciting experiences, he was seen and recognised by one of the officers in 
charge of the raiders.” ; 
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SOLDIERS’ STORIES (CONTINUED). 


THE GREAT GERMAN RUSH. 


ERCY W. Taylor, of Adelaide Street, who was a clerk on the Headquarters 
Staff in a village about three miles from the front in, France, 
gave the following account of his experiences in the great German 

rush on the 9th and-10th April, 1918:— “About 9 a.m. (April 9th) wounded 
soldiers were being hurried through the streets, and Fritz was shelling heavily. 
He put about 6,000 gas and other shells into the village—every yard was 
marked. Our office. was blown, to atoms. It was awful to see. Nothing but a 
flattened place in six hours—dead horses and soldiers all over. I got the order 
to pack my kit (if possible) and clear out the best way I could. The worst of 
it was Fritz was covering two miles past the village, and it was not safe until 
we got two miles away. I was packing my kit when the bottom room of the 
billet was blown in, and the staircase gave way. IT was very lucky not to get 
hit. Many wounded were lying all about. A team of horses, taking 
ammunition up to the guns, was blown up twenty yards in front of me. TI had 
to rest in a passage to get;my wind, and I gave some water to an artillery driver 
who was badly wounded. I then laid down in a trench with' some infantry, and 
later got away a few miles. Here the Company came up in twos and threes: 
some are wounded, and some missing. At tea time Fritz started shelling us 
as he advanced, and when he advances he shells the road for miles. This 
occurred for two more days as he advanced. Only six of our men got their 
kits; Fritz got the rest. He was putting his machine-guns on the village just 
as I left. I have slept on the roads for two nights, just as I was, like a top.” 
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A CORNHOLMER IN THE BAST. 


A Cornholme soldier, ina letter dated 6th July, 1918, said:— “ Since 
leaving England 1 have been on the move nearly all the time; all round Africa 
—Sierra Leone, Cape Town, Durban, and Zanzibar; then Mesopotamia, 
including Basra, Amara, Kut, Bagdad, and the Samara front, though I did not 
see much fighting there. Since leaving Mesopotamia we have been at the 
following places: Muscat, Aden, Port Suez, Ismailia, Kantara, and now we are 
stationed in a most beautiful village on the Palestine front. From the verandah 
of our bungalow we can see all sorts of fruit growing: grapes, bananas, 
ovanges, lemons, pomegranates, apples, tomatoes; in truth it is a land flowing 
with milk and honey. I shall never forget passing through the place where 
the Garden of Eden, was supposed to be. The dust was about a foot deep, and 
you could not see the horse in front of you.” 


A PRACTICE AT SHA. 


Stoker Walter S: Kingsbury, of Monas Terrace, Walsden, who went down 
in the Gassanpra, which struck a mine in the Baltie on 4th December, 1918, 
shortly after the signing of the Armistice, gave an interesting sketch of a 
practice at sea as viewed from the stokehole. [le said:— ‘‘ Suddenly borne 
down through the fan openings we hear a bugle sound, and note that the 
faces of the stokers, which a minute before were hopeful, are now far from 
cheerful-looking. We look like having a thrilling experience. Are we raiding 
Germany? Has the barnacle-bottomed fleet. come out into the open sea? 
Questions are asked galore, and all sorts of answers given. Meanwhile a 
Warrant Officer has come down, and the First Wateh, who but for this 
unforeseen circumstance would have relieved us, is standing on the grating 
above the boilers, equipped with gas respirators to combat the deadly gases 
let loose by the bursting of poisonous shells. Now the telegraph rings, and we 
notice that ‘ Full steam ahead’ is the order. Busily the trimmers are working 
—the skid comes flying past us. Hardly have the stokers adjusted the draught 
plates than the telegraph indicates ‘ More steam.’ ‘The P.O. increases the 
speed of the fans until the noise is deafening, and to assist in giving the 
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engineer the pressure of steam needed, he commences to burn oil. ‘ Bang,’ 
“bang. The 6in. guns are firing, and we wonder what is occurring on deck. 
We are too busy to remark upon it, and continue feverishly’ to supply the 
hungry boilers, whose appetite for food is amazing. ‘Boom!’ The furnace 
doors’ fly open, and close with a clang, lighting up the whole place like a flash, 
Now the 15.5s are belching forth, and the very stokehold vocks. So we go on 
for an hour at varying speeds, when at length, after a period of comparative 
quietude, we hear the bugle call ‘ Carry on.’ The First Watch comes down from 
the gratings and relieves us, and we. hastily make for the lift, and are soon in 
our bath, where on inquiry we find that. nothing of great importance has 
occurred. We have merely been out for firing exercise.” 


AT THE SURRENDER OF THE GERMAN FLEET. 


Stoker Kingsbury also gave a graphic description of the surrender of the 
German Fleet. He was on the light cruiser Cassanpra, attached to the Grand 
Fleet operating from the naval base at Rosyth. He said:— “On the evening 
of 14th November, 1918, we were called on deck to hear the Commander read 
an order just received from, the flagship, signed by Admiral Beatty, to the 
effect that our Light Cruiser Squadron had been, selected to meet the German 
hight cruiser Korntsprra’’ at a specified rendezvous in the North Sea. On 
the KonnisperG were the German Admiral and peace delegates entrusted with 
authority to settle the question of how many ships were to be surrendered. We 
got under way in the small hours of the morning of the 15th, and sighted. the 
German cruiser at. 4 p.m. the same day. After escorting her to the near vicinity 
of May Isle, a cordon of vessels was anchored around her for the night. After 
the historic conference which took place between the German Admiral and 
delegates and Admiral Beatty, assisted by other high officers, we escorted the 
KoentsperG back. On the 20th the King inspected the Fleet, and the following 
day was the memorable 21st when ten superdreadnoughts, six battle cruisers, 
and eight cruisers yielded to Beatty. We steamed at about ten knots, our 
rendezvous being 50 miles east of May Isle. The German Fleet was again 
late owing to the fog. The dreadnoughts headed the ignominious procession, 
and came in sight at 9-30 a.m. Our Fleet steamed in two lines, each vessel a 
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uniform distance apart, the distance between our lines being six miles. Our 
light cruisers headed the way whilst steaming out. The battle cruisers and 
dreadnoughts came last, in order to come abreast of the German heavy ships 
when we turned round for the return passage. Admiral Beatty again took no 
risks. On each vessel all men were detailed off for action stations, guns were 
loaded and ready for execution, torpedo tubes contained their deadly messages, 
and all hands were ordered) to be ready for instant fight. Lifebelts and 
respirators were strapped on, magazines and trollies were manned, and fire 
parties stood to attention neari the hose reels. When the German ships had ali 
come abreast the tension was relaxed by an order from the Admiral for all 
hands to come on deck to see their late enemy if they wished. We reached our 
anchorage at 3-30 p.m. after an uneventful voyage. Thanksgiving services were 
held aboard each battleship at 6 p.m.” 


IN SOUTHERN RdSSITA. 


Corpl. Sidney Uttley, of Lime Street, in a letter from Batoum, on the Black 
Sea, described a journey from, Salonica via the Dardanelles and the Black Sea 
to Batoum, en route for Tiflis, in the Caucasus Mountains. He said :— ‘T shall 
never forget the sight as we passed Cape Helles and ‘W’ Beach, where the 
local lads paid so heavily in the landing. The relics of the landing are. stall 
lying there in the form of the River Ciypr and the remains of old dug-outs and 
trenches, and the whole thing seemed to us, as we sailed close by, as one 
picture of desolation. The journey through the Narrows to Constantinople 
was full of interest. We arrived off Constantinople as the day was breaking, 
and my first glimpse of the city was through a grey mist and rain, but as 
the day lengthened we got a splendid view of the whole place, and it was a 
sight worth seeing. After a stay of about three hours, we set sail again up the 
Bosphorus, and the scenery there also was something to remember, until about 
five o'clock, when we headed into the Black Sea, and ran into quite heavy 
swells again, which kept up all night. We got our first glimpse of Batoum 
early in the morning, and it looked a dismal sight through the pouring rain. 
We are for the present billeted in some Russian barracks, and are as 
comfortable as lords. We are only here for a few days, and then we are going 
inland to Tiflis, in the Caucasus Mountains, about half-way between the 
Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, so we have a two days’ journey before us,” 
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ON THE NORTH RUSSTAN FRONT, 


Sergt.-Major Walter Tiee, R.A-M.C., en’ service with the British 
Expeditionary Force in North Russia at Archangel, writing on 19th November, 
1918, said:— “T wish you could have seen Archangel to-day. For two days 
we have had’ almost continued snow, and the main street is a picture. Six 
inches of snow, beautifully white—there are no tall chimneys to pollute the 
atmosphere with multitudinous blacks—frozen until it crunches musically 
under one’s feet. The footpaths are trodden hard, and are so smooth and 
slippery that the small boys use skates along them, but the roads are 
practically untouched, except where the trams run, and the small horse sleighs 
pass. The people! are all suitably clad to fit into the scene—the ladies with 
fur coats and caps, and many of the men as well; the scene beggars description. 
People go to market with little hand sleighs, and you can see a lady dressed 
in furs which would make a Bond Street lady envious, dragging a little sleigh 
with numerous newspaper covered parcels breaking open and showing the 
contents. With all the) degrees of frost, though, it is not cold as we think of it 
at home. The river is almost full of floating ice, and we anticipate that. it 
will be frozen over completely by the end of the month, and then motors will 
be running over it instead of river steamers running through it, and in another 
month there will be a railway on it. We have just been given the 
meteorological reports for the 1917-18 winter. How would you like an 
average fall of snow in the open country of between 10 and 15 feet, and a mean 
temperature in January of minus 17 deg Fahr. 2” 


ON THE APGHAN FRONTIER. 


Lieut. Alfred King, of Gandy Bridge, after serving in Mesopotamia and 
India, was appomted to the LO3rd Mahrattas, a native Indian regiment, 
stationed on the Afghan frontier. Writing from Mud Flats, Miranshah, 4th 


December, 1918, he said:— “ We left the Indus about noon, and it was soon 
obvious that we were getting nearer the frontier. We were continually 


passing small forts, and the natives who boarded the train at the. different 
stations we stopped at. were all armed more or less according to their means. 
The people who were reasonably well off were armed with rifles or guns, and 
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were bristling with ammunition, while the poor people simply carried 
evil-looking axes over their shoulders. We eventually reached Bannu 
about eight o’clock, only four hours late. We were covered, with dust, for the 
railway track was thick with sand from the desert on either side. As we could 
not get a conveyance to Miranshah under 24 hours’ notice, the three of us 
who were going there had to wait in Bannu from Monday night till Wednesday 
morning.” After describing the journey from Bannu to Miranshaw, Lieut. 
King said :— “ This place is absolutely new. The British have not been here 
long, and so everything is very rough. Officers are housed in half-built, rooms, 
which are really glorified mud huts. There is a wall round the camp, with wire 
entanglements in ‘front of it. The ‘ city gates’ are opened at 7 a.m., and 
closed at 6 p.m., after which time no one is allowed out. Tf we go out during 
the day we must take an escort. British officers always go on parade with 
revolvers. There are only two native regiments here, each about a thousand 
strong, a Ghurka regiment and ourselves. We have 13 British officers, and 
they have about the same, so that there are not more than 380 Britishers in 
the whole place. We are very close to Afghanistan—the Afghan hills are 
in full view only a very short distance away. The Afghans themselves are 
very quiet just now, and I don’t think they will give us any trouble.” In a 
later letter, he’ said:— “On Monday IT had to take my Company out about 
three miles, and make an attack over three ranges of hills. ‘They were 200 
strong, each armed with rifle and 100 rounds of ammunition, myself with a 
fully loaded revolver, and not a single man with me who could speak or 
understand a word of English, in a country known to be hostile. Kverything 
went off all right, and I quite enjoyed it.” 


TN BAST AFRICA. 


P.G. Gillings, a Todmorden constable, served over three years in Kast 
Africa, with General Smuts’ column, and was General Smuts’ bodyguard as 
long as the General remained with the forces, a period of about twelve months. 
He had many experiences with wild animals—lions, leopards, and elephants, 
and on one occasion, while guarding General Smuts’ tent, had a visit from a 
leopard and two cubs. At Himo they had 14 bullocks, which they had 
captured from the Germans, carried off by lions. On one occasion, while 
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escorting about 200 German prisoners en route for Kalendina, and being the 
only white man in charge, he, met a small herd of half a dozen wild elephants 
at a place called Kolossi, but fortunately they passed along without giving any 
trouble. On another occasion he was sent to take 320 donkeys and 20 horses 
up to the column at a place called Mnapa, three days trek into the interior of 
Portuguese Kast Africa, his helpers consisting of ten Askaris, 54 carrier boys, 
and a Portuguese guide. They arrived at a waterhole known as Kilo 14 at 
four o'clock in the afternoon, and here the animals had their first drink for 36 
hours. The “boys” built a boma, or fence, round the animals, and made 
fires to keep off wild animals, two Askaris standing by each fire. During the 
night about half a dozen lions came down to the waterhole to drink, and all 
the “ boys” ran away except one. On euns being fired into the air the big 
beasts made. off.” 


DISINTERRED BABYLON. 


Driver Wm. Greenwood, 7, Maitland Street, Walsden, R.F.A., who had 
some trying experiences against the Turks in Mesopotamia, describing the 
ruins of the ancient city of Babylon, wrote:— ‘By the Tigris and the 
Euphrates mortality is the most obvious thing that meets the eye as one rides 
abroad, but the deadest of dead things in this Mesopotamian waste is Babylon. 
The excavations were begun. by the German archeologists about March, 1899, 
and from 200 to 250 workmen were employed daily until the War put an end 
to the work. ‘The greater part of the city which the Germans have brought to 
light belongs to the comparatively modern period of Nebuchadnezzar, but there 
are traces left by the first Babylonian kings 2500 B.C., and the successive 
strata reveal the streets and houses built by successive dynasties of the 
Assyrian, Neo-Babylonian and Persian periods.” 


GLIMPSES OF DAMASCUS. 


Driver Wm. Greenwood, R.F.A., found himself at the time of the signing 
of the Armistice in) Damascus, the oldest city in the world. [He said:— “The 
roadways, arcades, and alleys are alive with the flowing stream of traffic and 
business life that centres round the open shops. The narrowness of the 
roadways may exaggerate the density of the traffic, but judging by the 
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prevailing modes of transport the sense of liveliness would be just as great 
were the roadways twice as wide. The corn chandlers’ stores are open to the 
roadways, and here we see the Arab farmer disposing of his grain. These 
Arab farmers are more finely built than the average Damascenes, and they 
carry with them an air of lofty, robust health that one would notice them in 
marked contrast to the city dwellers. The women folk are always easily 
distinguishable, the peculiar tattoo markings from the mouth across the chin 
and lower jaw being a quick sign of their origin, apart from the flimsy dress 
which is universal among them. The mosques are all built round with black 
and white stone, with prison-like windows, the squares and circles of decorative 
work of black stone being inlaid with white, and the mosaics in blue, green 
and white. Inside these mosques one catches glimpses of tiled floors, cool 
places for worship, mosaics in enamel or marble, fountains and evergreen 
shrubs, which atone somewhat for the dirt which befouls the sacred walls 
without.” 


WITH THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 


A Cornholme soldier in the Royal Berks. Regiment, who was with the 
Army of Occupation near Cologne, writing on 24th January, 1919, said:— 
“We are at a small village called Butshum, about 16 miles to the west of 
Cologne. We don’t do much work here. We do a little rifle drill for about 
half an hour and then rest till two o’clock. We have various sports, including 
football, running, and tug-of-war to pass the time. We never do anything 
after 12 o’clock, so you see we have a very easy time, and we get plenty of food, 
so there is not much to grumble about.” 


PRISONERS OF WAR. 


A great many touching letters were received from local men who were 


prisoners of war confined in the various prison camps in Germany— Munster, 
Soltau, Langelsalza, Dyrotz, Hamelin, Dulmen, Doeberitz, Freidrichsfeld, 
Parchim, Darmstadt, Metz, Cassel, etc. It was one long story of semi- 


starvation, hard work, and brutal treatment. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 
TRADE AND EMPLOYMENT. 


HEW war broke out it was generally expected that one effect would be 

a terrible spell of bad trade for the country, with much unemployment 

and distress, especially in the cotton industry, which is dependent to 
such a large extent upon its export trade. Probably in no other respect was 
the war outlook so much misjudged, for although there was considerable 
dislocation of trade, and a good deal of unemployment in the first few months 
of the War, the contrary proved to be the fact later, and the cotton trade, 
particularly the heavy goods section, in which Todmorden was mainly 
engaged, experienced a period of prosperity such as had never been known 
betore. 


Directly hostilities commenced the usual channels of trade were for the 
most part closed, but this was eventually counterbalanced by the large orders 
placed by the Government for cotton goods, and many local firms were 
employed almost exclusively on Government. orders. ‘The engineering and 
tin plate works were also kept busy with Government orders for munitions 
and implements of war, the main difticulty of the employers being to obtain 
sufficient labour to meet the demand. 


limediately after the declaration of war most of the local manufacturers, 
expecting that trade would be immediately paralysed, took steps to close their 
works, the view being that even if yarn could be obtained the cloth 
manufactured would be left on stock. The Liverpool Cotton Exchange closed 
on Monday, 5rd August, until further notice, and the Manchester’ Exchange 
closed the next day. Apart from the shortage of cotton it seemed impossible 
for the local mills to continue working, as merchants refused to take 
delivery of goods, because of the impossibility of getting remittances from 
abroad. Several of the local mills closed at once, and others gave notice 
to stop before the week-end. 
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An official report sent to the Board of Trade on August 8th, stated that 
five of the local cotton mills had closed down indefinitely, and that nine 
others were on short-time. Monday morning, August 10th, saw most of the 
mills closed for the time being, only a few being kept working for two or 
three days in the middle of the week. All the employers did their utmost 
to keep working as far as possible, but the difticulties were very great, owing 
to the moratorium, which prevented accounts being paid by merchants, and 
the impossibility of finding room for, or financing, the accumulating stocks 
ot cloth, owing to the inability of merchants to take delivery of orders. 
There was also a sudden decline in cotton values, the price of cotton in 
Liverpool touching a lower point than it had done for vears. 


In view of the grave outlook the workers were urged to spend no more 
than could be avoided until matters cleared up, and at least two firms in the 
Borough posted notices which, after stating that the works would remain 
closed until further notice, added that in case of absolute privation to any of 
of their employees they were requested to apply to the firm. Meanwhile if 
had been reported that two local firms had received Government orders. 
At Hope Street Mill Mr. W. L. Sandbach had 300 looms working night and 
day, and Ridgefoot Mill, which was under the same ownership, recommenced 
work on August 20th. 


A fortnight after the declaration of war the ‘Todmorden Weavers’ 
Association decided to suspend the payment of contributions by those 
with the Colours, keeping the men in benefit as long as the War lasted ; and 
later, owing to the uncertain outlook, it was decided to suspend all contributions 
for the time being. 


By the middle of September there was a marked improvement in the 
wmount of employment, and this improvement was maintained during October 
and up to the end of November, by which time many of the principal mills 
in the Borough were again running full time. The following table shows the 
progress of the improvement of trade : 
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Week ending. Looms Short Full 
1914, Stopped. Time. Time. 
Sept. 4— 38,467 ...... IPspere «Spar 1,383 
Octr. -2.— 2,480. ~..... dM srg is ete Pete ee 4,587 
Novr. 6— 3,626 ...... Ori Op mneree 11,800 
Decr. 4— 2,776 ...... Tip SP ee te 13,924 


On 2nd April, 1915, the following return was sent to the Board of Trade: — 
“ No. of looms stopped, 1,776; on short-time, 550; looms stopped for warps in 
sheds reported as running full-time, roughly 4,000. There is a scarcity of 
weavers, and looms are stopped in quite a number of sheds owing to lack of 
workpeople.” 


Throughout 1915 work was on the whole beth plentiful and remunerative. 
Nearly all the principal firms had received large Government orders; and 
although the cost of living went ‘up by about 40 per cent. (as compared with 
90 per cent. in Germany) there was to be set against this the fact that many 
of the workpeople were getting increased wages, with the result that the 
community, on the whole, was not appreciably worse off financially than before 
the War. During 1916 business was greatly crippled by the depletion of staffs 
owing to the demand for men for purposes of the War. On the whole 
employment was good for those remaining at home, and wages were higher 
than ever before. The same state of things was continued and accentuated 
throughout 1917 and 1918. In nearly every branch of trade wages rose to 
unprecedented rates, partly owing to the scarcity of labour, but mainly in 
the vain endeavour to keep pace with the constantly increasing cost of living. 
In many occupations, notably those which had formerly been the worst paid, 
the increase in wages exceeded 100 per cent. on pre-war rates. 


RE-SLTTLEMENT OF DISCHARGED SOLDLERS. 


Early in 1918 a local Labour Advisory Committee was set up, with 
Mr. J. P. Hoyle as chairman, to deal with the problem, of the re-settlement in 
industry of demobilised men, and to advise and supervise the general working 
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At a meeting of the Labour Advisory Committee held on 3rd December, 
1918, it was reported that since the scheme came into operation 53 applications 
had been dealt with; that 40 men had been placed in situations, three cases 
were in abeyance, six had found work on their own, two were going for special 
training, whilst two were marked ** condition unknown.’ 


As the year ended the outlook in trade was not quite so rosy, owing to the 
discontinuange of Government orders. Large numbers of men had been 
discharged from the Army ay unfit for turther military service, and the 
problem of their ve-settlement in industry was full of dithculty, many of thei 
places having been filled in the meantime by other workers, and the difficulty 
was increased by the fact that in many cases two or three men had passed 
through the same job and then gone into the Army. In not a few cases the 
conditions of business had so changed since the men went away that there 
were no openings for them, although in most cases they had been pronused 
their jobs again when their military service was ended. 


With the signing of the Armistice this, problem was still further 
accentuated by the prospect of the early demobilisation of large numbers of 
men, and to meet the difficulty the Government, in November, 1918, set up a 
scheme of out of work pay. ‘The scheme was intended to include both 
ex-soldiers and civilians, where the unemployment was due to war conditions, 
the rates of pay being 20s. for men and 15s. for women per week, but after 
two or three weeks the amounts were increased to 29s. and 20s. respectively, 
with an allowance for wife and children in the case of disabled men. 


The local Exchange was besieged with appheants for the donation, and 
in December an additional Exchange was opened for women and girls at the 
Old Post Office Buildings at the Strand. In March, 1919, Frostholme Institute, 
Cornholme, was opened to meet the requirements of that end of the Borough, 
and remained open until 28th June. The donation was. first paid on the 
25th November, and at the beginning of December the number of applicants 
wax about 50 men and 60 women. The numbers rapidly increased, and in the 
mouth of January, 1919, the amount paid out exceeded £2,100. When the 
system was at its height there were long queues each day at each Exchange, 
and this was particularly the case during the spinners’ stuike in June and 
July, 1919. . 
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The number of applications for donation pay in the twelve months 
following the signing of the Armistice, as shown by the registers of the Local 
Exchange, was as follows:— November, 1918, 38; December, 157; 
January, 1919, 345; February, 1,701; March, 1,117; April, 2,817; May, 2,056; 
June, 637; July (spinners’ strike), 4,577; August, 395; September 242; 
October, 231; November, 224; December, 189: total for period, 14,726. 


Changes were made from time to time in the rates and conditions of 
payment. There were many complaints that the scheme was greatly abused, 
so much so that the matter was raised in Parliament, and svecial conditions 
were imposed. These were that the applicants must satisty the Local Advisory 
Committee (1) that they were normally in employment; (2) were genuinely 
seeking work ;, and (3) unable to obtain it. 


The total amount of out of work donation paid to 31st December, 1919, 


was as follows :— Civilians—Men and boys, £10,398 L1s. 5d.; women and girls, 
£16,961 Os. 10d. Mx-Service men— £10,571 16s. 9d. Total number of civilians 
in receipt of out of work donation to December, 1919:— Men and boys, 2,193 ; 


women and gitls, 3,813. 


COTTON TRADI CON'TROL. 


Karly in the War the Government secured the services of some of the 
buyers in the Manchester market for the purchase of cloth required by the 
various Government departments, and a system of costing was evolved to which 
spinners and manufacturers were compelled to adhere. As the War progressed 
the amount of running machinery decreased, owing to the taking of men for 
the Army, and at the same time the demands of the growing Army for goods 
became greater and greater. Much criticism was levelled at the various 
Government departments at the prices paid for things during the War, but 
under this costing scheme the Government were enabled to buy cloth at 
considerably lower rates than those prevailing in the open market. The grey 
cloth bought by the Government, at least from the Todmorden district, was 
certainly bought at considerably less than the values for other grey cloths. 
Owing to the reduced shipping, due to the work of the German submarines, 
the supply of cotton was rationed to. the Lancashire mills, although a 
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concession was made in the case of mills that had a large percentage of 
machinery engaged on Government cloths. 

Arising out of the stoppage of so much machinery due to these various 
causes a Cotton Control Board was established, representing both employers 
and opératives, who under Government authority adopted a scheme which 
included the payment of a weekly levy from the mills according to the 
machinery run. The proceeds of this levy were distributed among the 
unemployed in the cotton trade through the various Trade Unions. Returns 
had to be sent in weekly to the Cotton Control Board by all the mills, showing 
the number of spindles and looms running, and the numbers engaged on 
Government orders, with the Government order numbers attached. Inspectors 
were appointed to see that the information supplied was correct, and that the 
regulations of the Board were being properly carried out. Several cases in 
various parts of Lancashire were taken into court, aud some of the mills were 
heavily fined for disregarding the regulations issued. 


COTTON TRADE STRIKE. 


In June, 1919, the cotton, trade employees put forward a demand for 
decreased hours with no loss in wages, and, as no settlement was arrived at, 
the strike notices of 7,000 operatives in the Todmorden area expired on 
Saturday, 21st June. On the Monday a compromise was effected, by which 
the workers received an advance of 30 per cent., and they accepted a 48 hour 
week in place of 464 hours, which they had im the first instance demanded, 
and on these terms practically all the mills in the Borough resumed work on 
the Tuesday morning. The hopes of a settlement, however, were dashed by 
the refusal of the spinners to accept the terms, and the mills closed again on 
the Thursday night. The question arose of out of work donation pay for those 
thrown out of work by the action of the spinners, and instructions were 
received at the local Labour Exchange that claims for donation pay for 
weavers, shuttle makers, bobbin makers, and others whose employment was 
stopped on account of the dispute (but not spinners) were to be accepted, subject 
to a decision of the Ministry. 

During the following week extraordinary scenes were witnessed in 
connection with the “signing on”’ of cotton operations at the local Labour 
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Exchanges. The staffs at both exchanges had to be strengthened to cope with 
the unprecedented pressure of work. Friday was the busiest day, and ee 
the forenoon the queue at the women’s exchange reached—four abreast 
the Exchange in Hall Street along the whole length of Church Street to White 
Hart Fold, while the men’s queue extended from the Exchange opposite the 
Post Office to the canal bridge at Strand. The number * signing on” on 
Friday and Saturday was 1,600 women and girls, and 950 men and boys ; and 
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday the number who “ signed on”’ at the 
Women’s Exchange was between 2,500 and 3, 000, and at the men’s Exchange 
about 2,000. Fortunately the strike was of short duration, the mills 
re-opening on Monday, 14th July, the terms being a 48 hour week, and an 
advance of 30 per cent. on the standard list. 


Then arose the question of the payment of donation for the short period 
the workers had been unemployed, and Courts of Referees were set. up in 
different parts of the county. These came to different decisions. The Court at 
Todmorden decided that the operatives were entitled to donation, but an 
Umpire appointed by the Ministry of Labour to decide the point, acting on 
the general consensus of opinion, took the opposite view, and decided against 
payment. As the amount involved was only slight the decision was accepted 
without demur, 


The following table shows the wages advances made to spinners and 
weavers from August, 1914, to May, 1920 :— 


SPINNERS. 
June 21,1915. 5 per cent., equals 4.76 per cent. on ruling rates. 
June 6, 1916. 5 - 4,54 a -, 
Heby.- Lt; L917. 10 * 5 8.7 i i 
Decr, ~ 3; 19I7. Lo , re 12.0 a . 
June 8, 1918. 26 i a 18.0 5% * 
Deer. 18, 19182. 50 yf = 90.5 - 7 
‘June 28, 1919. 30 5 - 14.0 o - 
May e920; 70 Ks . Qo:0 0 M pe 


* tours reduced to 48. 
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WEAVERS. 


Jany. 1,1916. 5 percent., equals 4.76 per cent. on ruling rates. 
Jiatyen lal OL eee a SS 4.54 t 4 
July Ig NG, INC » =! 8.7 A A 
IDewe. By WAS Is ne # AO) =f 45 
June 8, 1918. 2 : is 18.0 3 D 
Decr. 18, 1918. 50 a s 30.3 3 5 
*June 28, 1919. 30 #3 re 14.0 ‘3 5 
May VN. FAW) aS A 28.57 _ a 


Hours reduced to 48. 


HOW TODMORDEN HELPED IN THE PRODUCTION OF 


MUNITIONS OF WAR. 


Other trades than the cotton trade were affected by the War, some 
adversely while others enjoyed a period of great prosperity. ‘There was a 
demand for munition workers, and abouti a hundred were enrolled in 
Todmorden. Some found work in local establishments where munitions were 
being made, but the majority, both men and women, found highly 
remunerative work in other towns, while a few discharged soldiers and others 
came to work at the munition shops in Todmorden. Among! the local firms 
employed on Governinent work of this character were Messrs. Lord Bros., Ltd., 
Canal Street Works, Messrs. Geo. Whitehead and Sons, Ltd., Salford Works, 
Messrs. A. Kinghorn and Co., Phenix Works, Millwood, and Messrs. Samuel 
Crabtree, Ltd., Kilnhurst Works. 


Messrs. Lord Bros. were placed under Government ‘control on the 4th 
September, 1915, and for some time their chief production was machinery for 
the preparation of gun cotton at the Government factories at Gretna 
Queensferry, Pembrey, ete. At the same time they were adapting their plant 
for the production of munitions. When this was accomplished they were 
requested to undertake the production of the following munitions, and 
continued doing this until the end of 1918:— 6-inch high explosive trench 
howitzer bombs, 3-inch “Stokes” trench howitzer shells, 4.5-inch high 
explosive shells, mine sinker parts, fuse-hole plugs for shells, hand grenades, 
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and shell gauges. In April, 1916, the firm began to. employ females on many 
of the processes, and eventually found work for about 50 or 60. The cotton 
department at the same period was engaged in making denims, dungarees, etc.. 
for overalls for Government purposes. 


George Whitehead and Sons, Ltd., prior to the commencement of the 
War were already on the list of contractors for sheet metal work to the 
Admiralty, and held contracts for sheet metal work on the electrical power 
plant at H.M. Dockyards at, Chatham and Rosyth. Among the various 
classes of work undertaken for the Government, the Admiralty had _ first 
consideration, at least during the latter part of 1914 and early parts of 1915. 
This included :— Covering the flues for boilers at H.M. Dockyard, Chatham; 
covering steam pipes at H.M. Dockyard, Rosyth; planished steel casings for 
oil fuel pipes on H.M.S. Frron; galvanised steel casings on oil fuel pipes on 
H.M.S. Queen Exizarntn. This ship was at Portsmouth dockyard at the time, 
just being completed prior to going out to the Dardanelles; galvanised steel 
casings for oil fuel pipes on one of the large monitors, H.M.S. Marsnan Ney: 
and sheet steel guards for cranks and scavenger piping on a large number of 
submarine engines. The opening of the Ministry of Munitions increased the 
firm’s endeavours, and contracts were received for various kinds of sheet 
metal receptacles for explosives, amongst which were:— 32,000 galvanised 
sheet steel drums; 300 guncotton drying pans for H.M. Factory, Gretnai Green ; 
1,000 guncotton boxes for H.M. Factory, Queensferry ; pneumatic guncotton 
conveying plants at H.M. Factories; 500 sets of ribs for bomb earriers on 
aeroplanes. The invention of the “ Tank ” further increased the demands made 
upon the firm, and during the whole of 1917 and 1918 large contracts for 
various parts were continually in progress, upon the design of a large quantity 
of which the firm was consulted. Orders were received for: — 3,000 silencers, 
10,000 exhaust pipe casings on tank engines, 100 ammunition, racks, 800 
water circulating pipes, 7,000 lubricating oil tanks for engines, 50 ventilating 
fans, 150,000 patent spring fasteners which were adopted by the Ministry for 
the securing of parts together. The close of the War made it necessary for 
the firm to cancel operations on the making of these contracts, but after having 
stopped once over, it was found necessary to continue its operations in order 
to allow other contractors to complete machines which were too far advanced 
to stop work on. The number of operatives was 70, of whom 10 were women. 
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At the outbreak of war the works of Samuel Crabtree, Ltd., were surveyed 
by the Ministry of Munitions, and the following sub contracts were commenced 
by means of the existing plant:— A large order for cartridge cases for the 
Russian Government; LOO,000 fuse boxes Mark [.; 500,000 wings and stays 
for L12Ib. aerial bombs. During the manufacture of the latter, the works were 
visited by a deputation from the Air Ministry, including the Chief of the 
Air Staff, who sanctioned the purchase of new plant. The firm also imereased 
its output by the employment of a large proportion of female labour. The 
following direct contracts were then completed :— Aircraft: fittings for the 
following types of machines, Sopwith, Handley Page, De Havilland, S.H.4, 
Bristol, and the F.5 flying: boat; cones ‘for sea mines; petrol tanks for 
submarines. About this time (December, 1918) an order was received for 
78,000 Bethlehem type all-steel 18-pounder ammunition boxes, for whieh it 
was necessary to take additional premises. <A large weaving shed near by was 
occupied, and a larger staff employed ;'new electrical plant was put down for 
the electric welding of these boxes. Whilst the contract was in progress 
the Armistice was signed, and Messrs. Samuel Crabtree, Ltd., were one of the 
few firms who were allowed to complete their contract for boxes in order to 
store the shells which had already been manufactured. 


Messrs. Kinghorn and Co. were appointed a controlled establishment in 
July, 1915. They were early booking contracts for shell lathes, and the pressure 
was so great that they were compelled to start the works on a double shift of 
day and night, and this was continued for over 12 months. The number of 
shell’ lathes manufactured by the firm was upwards of a hundred. At that 
period they; were employing about 50 hands. he class of work on which they 
were then engaged was mainly heavy and light type shell lathes for machining 
shells throughout, the operations including turning the shells, boring and 
forming, grooving and waving, base end turning and recessing and copper 
band turning. The contracts for these having been completed, they engaged 
on much larger contracts for! aeroplane work. These contracts extended for 
seven months after the signing of the Armistice. The contracts booked by 
the firm included 6,000 exhaust valve cages (mono soupape) for rotary aero 
engines, nine of these valves being required for each engine built. Under the 
same contract were included 600 propeller boss noses for carrying the propeller 
on the same make of aeroplane. Hach of these propeller boss noses represented 
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one aeroplane, one only being used for each machine. During the course of 
this contract the firm were also booking orders for bending machines for 
aircraft factories and field kitchen work, large quantities of shearin @ machines 
for the Admiralty, and gun metal shut-off cocks for tanks, the latter order 
being for 800. Most of the work was entirely new to the firm, and consequently 
they had to augment their plant considerably to meet, the demand and time 
hmit of each contract. The contracts mentioned above were all completed 
within the time specified. It is worthy of mention as regards the contract for 
the thousands of small aeroplane parts, that although the scrap allowance was 
5 per cent. the actual scrap was less than 1 per cent. 


HOW THE WOMEN HELPED. 


Owing to the shortage of labour due to the large number of men called 
to the forces, female labour was introduced in many trades previously 
monopolised by men. In the early days of the War women folk had been 
engaged in knitting socks and other garments, in despatching parcels of food 
and clothing, and other services usually associated with the sex, but when 
things had got to their worst-they were called to sterner duties. As the ,War 
progressed they were found employment as munition workers, letter carriers, 
porters, ticket collectors) and booking clerks on the railway station, as milk 
distributors, as clerks in banks and business offices of all kinds, and in many 
other ways. In all these departments they performed their work with 
marked success, and the general report concerning them was altogether 
favourable, so much so that many of them continued in their new occupations 
after the War was over, and thus extended permanently the scope of their 
sex’s activities in the world of business. 


In 1920, with a view to the re-settlement of demobilised soldiers in 
industry a new scheme was instituted known as the King’s Scheme. under 
which firms were asked to sign an undertaking to employ a given percentage 
of disabled men. ‘Those giving the undertaking were entitled to use a die 
signifying that they had taken this patriotic course, and over 50 local firms 
signed the undertaking. 


CHAPTER XXIT. 


Foop, Fur, ann Ligurtna REsTRICTIONS. 


NE of the consequences of the War which affected very directly those 
remaining at, home was the limitation and control of the food supply. 
~ For years past we had been warned that in the event of a Kuropean 
War our greatest danger would be our dependence upon foreign countries for 
our food supply, and the course of events, as the War dragged on, fully justified 
this propheey. Fortunately, despite all Germany’s efforts, our Navy was able 
to secure us against, anything approaching starvation, if not from actual 
shortage. When Germany adopted the policy of unrestricted submarine 
warfare our food difficulties were certainly great, and our supplies seriously 
lessened, but happily we were never within measurable distance of starvation, 
and it is safe to say that none of the belligerent countries, with the single 
exception of the United States, came out of the struggle so satisfactorily as we 
did as far as food supplies were concerned. 


When war began the fear of a food shortage was one of the first things 
which appealed to the popular imagination, and the provision shops were 
besieged by people anxious to lay in stocks of food against a possible scarcity. 
This action was probably ill advised, although it was afterwards stated on high 
authority that there were not more than four months’ supplies in-stock in 
England when war broke out. ‘One result of this action was that in the first 
week of the War the price of flour was advanced 3d. a stone. Many retailers 
took the precaution to refuse to supply to any customer large quantities of 
such articles as flour, butter, and sugar. Nevertheless several of the shops were 
depleted of their stocks within two or three days of the outbreak of war, and 
there was considerable apprehension as to further deliveries. The local Bakers’ 
and Confectioners’ Association met during the week, and decided to increase 
the price of bread by a halfpenny per loaf. 
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Prices advanced slowly but steadily, and in February, 1915, the local 
Trades Council convened a meeting to protest against the increased prices, and 
especially against an increase in the price of milk from 3d. to 34d. per quart. 
A resolution was passed protesting against the increased prices, and demanding 
that the Government should at once take over the mercantile shipping 
industry, and the control of wheat and other food stuffs, in order that the 
people might be protected against. starvation as the direct result of the 
“insatiable greed and rapacity of a few private monopolists.” Up to the end 
of 1915 our Navy ensured for us a constant and sufficient food supply, and the 
increase in prices was not very serious. It was reported that the cost. of living 
had gone up about 40 per cent., but in many: cases wages had increased. 
‘During 1916 there were further increases in the cost of commodities, and this 
was followed by further advances in wages. 


In December, 1916, an order was issued by the Government by which the 
price of milk was allowed to be increased by 2d. per quart above pre-war prices. 
About the same time the Regulation of Meals Order come into force, fixing 
the prices to be charged for meals in hotels and restaurants, and also limiting 
the amount of food that could be supplied. 


In January, 1917, a meeting of local farmers, convened by, the Mayor, was 
held to consider what steps could be taken locally to’ encourage the growing 
of oats and vegetables. The meeting was addressed by representatives of the 
Yorkshire Council for Agricultural Education, and a resolution was passed 
recommending farmers wherever possible to grow root or arable crops during 
the coming year, and the farmers who could not grow such crops were asked to 
let land for allotments. At the beginning of March, 1917, the Government 
began to send out articles for publication in the Press on “ Food and How to 
Save it,’ and in the same month arrangements were made whereby a 
representative of the Department of Agriculture from Leeds University visited 
twenty farms in the Todmorden area to advise farmers as to the crops which 
could suitably be grown in this district. 


A local Advisory Committee was afterwards appointed to assist the County 
Agricultural Committee; and a Land Cultivation Committee, appointed by 
the Town Council, with Ald. J. R. Dawson, and subsequently Councillor J, 
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Bulcock, as chairman, were active in obtaining land in various parts of the 
Borough to let for allotment purposes. Land cultivation and food production 
became a popular craze. The Corporation ploughed up four acres at Gorpley ; 
Messrs. Caleb Hoyle, Ltd., let out two acres at Millwood, mainly, but not 
exclusively to their workpeople and tenants; the Golf Club turned up some of 
their land for the purpose of potato production; many of the Churches and 
Chapels took plots of land for the same purpose, and’ residents and workpeople 
in various parts of the Borough combined for the cultivation of ‘plots in their 
own localities. Ladies took plots, and nearly everyone felt it:a patriotic duty 
to do what could be done towards the production of food. This cultivation of 
plots throughout the country undoubtedly had a great influence in preventing 
a shortage of food. In 1917 a return was submitted to the Land Cultivation 
Committee which showed that 24.42 acres had been let to 700 allotment holders 
in Todmorden, and in 1918 these figures were increased to 46.128 acres, 
cultivated by 1,172 holders. 


In April the food position had become so critical that the public were 
exhorted by posters, issued 'by the Government, to “ Hat less bread,” and the 
utmost economy was urged from platform, press and pulpit, as well as from 
hoardings and posting stations. The food problem was now becoming really 
acute, not only on account of high prices, but also on account of the actual 
and prospective scarcity of certain essential kinds of food. ‘Todmorden fared 
better than many places, but as regards the potato supply there were two or 
three weeks in the spring of 1917 when potatoes were unobtainable, and swedes 
and other substitutes were resorted to. 


FOOD CONTROL, 


In May, 1917, the Local Government Board imposed on local authorities 
the duty of enforcing certain provisions of the Food Controller, and the ‘Town 
Council appointed a sub-committee with power tio prosecute in cases of 
infringement of the orders issued by the Government from time to time. The 
criticism of food shortage led to the formation of a voluntary organisation 
called the Food Vigilance Committee. In August, 1917, Food Control 
Committees were constituted eM etis steal the country under an order of the 
Food Controller. 
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The committee appointed by the Town :Council consisted of the Mayor 
(Ald. R. Jackson, J.P.), Ald. Pickles, Councillors Goucke and Mitchell, Mrs. 
Barrett, Mrs. Farrer, Messrs. J. H. Crossley, W. Swain, H. King, J. H. 
Langstreth, W. J. Tout, and L. Marshall. Messrs. Swain, King and Marshall 
afterwards resigned. New members were appointed from time to time as 
vacancies arose, and the committee was enlarged. The following were 
afterwards appointed on the committee in addition to the members named 
above :— Miss Sutcliffe, Councillors Brook, Stansfield and Woodhead, Messrs. 
-G. Hedges, W. Uttley, J. Heaton and Mr. T. Mitchell, representing the 
Farmers’ Association. The Town Clerk was appointed Executive Officer, and 
Mr, A. K. Wycherley as Assistant, Executive Officer. An office was opened at 
Waterside, and was known as the Food Office. The staff normally consisted of 
Mr. Wycherley, with two or three lady clerks, and: Mr. J. 'T. Ogden as Food 
Inspector. A system of rationing was introduced, and at special times, when 
new ration, books were being issued, the staff at the Food Office was temporarily 
enlarged. At one period of special stress a number of Klementary School 
teachers gave voluntary assistance in the work. The ration cards and books 
issued covered the whole of the population of the Borough, and numbered 
between 23,000 and 24,000, in addition to larga numbers issued temporarily 
to soldiers on leave, and to persons coming into the town. The work of the 
staff was very strenuous and difficult, and was carried out tactfully and. well. 
Mr. Wycherley’s previous experience in the food trade was a very valuable 
asset, to the committee. 


At first the only article of food rationed was sugar, but afterwards nearly 
all the principal articles of food came under control, both as to price and 
quantity allowed, and the effect was felt principally in connection with such 
necessaries as meaty margarine, butter, tea and sugar. Many articles not 
rationed were frequently so scarce as to be practically unobtainable, including 
lard, cheese, currants, apples, ete. 


The committee met frequently, and had important duties to perform, 
dealing with questions of supply, prices, prosecutions, registrations, rationing, 
etc. The deliberations and decisions of the committee, which were fully 
reported in the local Press, were followed with much interest. From time to 
time, as prices increased, and supplies fell short, there were keen controversies 
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affecting such articles of prime importance as meat, milk, butter, sugar, 
bacon, etc., and the committee had interviews with the Farmers’ Association 
on the question of the milk supply, and with the Butchers’ Association as to 
the meat supply. Food hoarding was an offence, and there were a few local 
prosecutions, in which fines were imposed. 


By the end of December, 1917, supplies had become so scarce that a new 
evil arose known as the queue system. The shortage was jchiefly of butter 
and margarine, but it was also experienced from time to time in connection 
with other articles, notably pork and twist tobacco. These articles were 
frequently unobtainable, and when it was known that a trader had received a 
supply the news spread quickly, and would-be purchasers turned up in such 
numbers that they had to be marshalled into queues, the police and special 
constables being occasionally called upon to maintain order. This evil reached 
its culmination, as far as butter and margarine were concerned, on Friday and 
Saturday, 21st and 22nd December, 1917. From noon until late at night on the 
Friday a queue five or six deep, extended from the premises, of the Maypole 
Dairy Co. in Water Street, round County Bridge corner, and reaching at times 
into Church Street. For a period of nine hours the queue rarely numbered 
less than four or five hundred people, and some waited at least three hours 
before reaching the counter. When the shop closed at ten o’clock there was 
still a large number unserved, and these were supplied with tickets giving 
them priority on Saturday morning, when the same scenes were repeated, 
although not quite to the same extent. To combat this evil the Mayor, as 
chairman of the local Food Control Committee, convened a meeting of local 
dealers to consider the question of butter, margarine and ‘tea distribution, 
and a scheme for the voluntary pooling of supplies and the more equitable 
distribution of these commodities by means of a system of rationing was 
provisionally approved. A detailed local scheme of rationing was immediately 
prepared, and submitted to the Food Control Committee, who had cards printed 
and distributed for the rationing of butter and margarine. The Todmorden 
scheme of rationing was one of the first three schemes approved by the Food 
Controller. The queue evil was thus overcome, although it recurred 
occasionally in a lesser degree for pork, and some other much desired 
commodities which happened for the moment to be particularly scarce. 
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In March, 1918, the question of the meat supply became somewhat 
critical. ‘There were frequent complaints about the scarcity of home killed 
meat and the poor quality of the imported meat often supplied. he prices 
had increased by at least 100 per cent. on pre-war rates, and a temporary scheme 
for rationing was adopted. The ration was fixed at three-quarters of a pound 
per person per week, but subsequently a supplementary ration was allowed in 
special cases. Prices were fixed for various cuts, and price lists had to be 
exhibited in the shops. The Food Control Committee arranged with the 
Todmorden Co-operative Society for the local butchers to keep a stock of 
imported meat in the Society’s cold store at Dale Street. Difficulties were 
experienced as to the responsibility for the cost of storage, but the Corporation 
undertook the liability to ensure a supply of meat for the town. Eventually 
the liability was taken over by the Ministry of Food. In spite of this 
arrangement the meat supply failed entirely one week, and Todmorden had 
the unique experience of a meatless week; although usually, owing to the 
stock kept in storage, the supply was fairly well maintained. 


The problem which aroused the keenest controversy and the deepest 
resentment was that of the milk supply. In May, 1918, the Food Control 
Committee fixed the price for June and July at 5d. per quart. The farmers 
held a meeting and decided to deliver no milk from the following Sunday 
morning unless the price was raised. The result was that no milk was 
delivered on the Sunday morning, and the unusual spectacle was witnessed 
of householders in their Sunday clothes calling at farm houses, with all kinds 
of receptacles, soliciting milk. On the Monday and Tuesday a few farmers 
came into the town, and before the week-end the strike was at an end. There 
were frequent interviews between the farmers and the Food Control 
Committee, and frequent fluctuations in the price, usually in the upward 
direction. The price was fixed at 5d. for June and July, 6d. for August and 
September, 7d. for October, and a flat rate of 8d. from October to April, 1919, 
while from November, 1919, to April, 1920, a flat rate of 10d. was agreed upon 
between the committee and the local farmers. In April, 1920, the committee 
asked the farmers to reduce the price to 8d. for May, but the Farmers’ 
Association, acting in conjunction with the farmers lower down the valley, 
had already decided to maintain the price at 10d. for the summer months. 
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The powers of the Food Control Committee to fix a price had then been 
withdrawn, but there was a very strong agitation against the attitude of the 
farmers, the result of which was that the farmers were compelled by the force 
of public opinion to reduce the price to 8d. for the summer months. During 
the periods of greatest scarcity eggs went up to 5d. and 44d. each, and the 
price rarely fell below 4d. in times of greatest abundance. 


In the autumn of 1918 the question of the establishment of food kitchens 
was being discussed, and communal kitchens were set up in several of the 
large towns. In October a public meeting was held in the Court Room, at 
which an address in favour of the establishment of a national food kitchen 
at’ Todmorden was given by the Divisional Director for Yorkshire, but nothing 
came of the suggestion. 


Many other things besides food were either rationed or unobtainable. 
‘The supply of beer, whisky, and twist tobacco was entirely cut off for weeks 
at atime. Very frequently the majority of the public houses (which were 
already on restricted hours) were closed entirely, having nothing to sell, and 
it was common to see suspended in public house windows a card bearing the 
notice ‘* No beer,’ and in tobacconists’ shops ‘‘ No twist.” 


It was expected that the food situation would be eased with the signing 
of the Armistice and the cessation of hostilities, and in the summer ot 1919 
there was a general revocation of orders and a relaxation of restrictions, but 
prices coutinued as high as before. The work of the Food Control Committee 
declined, and it was generally felt that control was practically at an end, but 
as winter approached the position again became very serious and was almost 
as critical, both as to high prices and the scarcity of many commodities, as 
at any time during the War. 


This led the Government, towards the end of 1919, to set up all over the 
country new bodies known as Profiteering Committees. Their business was 
to investigate complaints as to excessive charges, not only for food, but for 
other requisites, and where traders were found guilty, to order a refund of the 
amount overcharged, and if necessary to take proceedings before the 
magistrates. From the outset the procedure proved utterly ineffective, and at 
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the second meeting’ of the local committee a resolution was passed, and ordered 
to be forwarded to the Prime Minister, the President of the Board of Trade, 
and the local Member of Parliament, expressing the opinion that the 
Profiteering Act was worthless, and needed drastic amendment. The futility 
of the Act was demonstrated by the fact that the local committee had only one 
complaint to investigate. It was in connection with the sale of 2lb. of 
potatoes, and the result of the investigation was that the trader was ordered 
to refund to the purchaser the sum of three farthings. 


During the earlier months of 1920 the duties of the Food Control 
Committees gradually decreased. Food supples became more regular and 
abundant, and one article after another was decontrolled, although prices 
showed little disposition to fall, and in some cases ,they continued to rise. 
Local Committees were finally disbanded! on the 50th June, 1920, and the West 
Riding was divided into districts, the office for the Todmorden Union being 
fixed at Todmorden. 


The duties of the Food Control Committee were arduous, and were 
carried out very satisfactorily. There was no laxity in the administration in 
Todmorden such as was noticeable in some other towns. The local tradesmen 
worked loyally to carry out the innumerable orders of the Government, and 
prosecutions were comparatively few. The local Butchers Association, with 
Mr. T. H. Helliwell as secretary, did admirable work in organising the supply 
and distribution of meat. 


From time to time the Board of ‘Trade published what was known as the 
index-figure of the cost of living. In May, 1915, the cost of living had gone 
up 20 points over July, 1914; in October it was reported to be 30 points up; 
September, 1916, 50; November, 60; March, 1917, 70; July, 80; February and 
March, 1918, 90; June, 100; August and September, 110; December, 120. 
In May and June, 1919, it had come down to 105; but in August it had gone 
up again to 115; December, 125; March, 1920, 180; June, 150 ; September, 160 ; 
and the high water mark was reached in November, 176; in January, LOZ 
had dropped to 165; June, 119; October, 110; Decemper, 99; and from that 
point it slowly declined. This meant in effect that in November, 1920, the 
pound was only worth in purchasing power about 7s. 6d. as compared with 
July, 1914, while by the beginning of 1922 it had risen to 13s. 6d. 
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THE FUEL AND LIGHTING SHORTAGE 


The supply of coal, gas and electricity was also limited, and strictly 
rationed, in addition to which the price was considerably enhanced. As early 
as October, 1915, the Town Clerk received a letter from the Board of Trade 
pointing out that owing to the number of colliers who had joined the colours 
the supply of coal for home consumption for the coming winter would be less 
than usual, and advising that every effort should be made by householders 
to accumulate stocks of coal to tide them over the winter. A sub-committee 
was appointed to confer with the local coal dealers as to a limitation of the 
sum to be charged over the actual cost of coal delivered at the station, and 
the coal dealers consented not to charge more than a reasonable percentage 
agreed upon. In October the Town Council introduced a restricted system of 
street lighting, which was estimated to effect a saving of £400 per annum. 


On the 12th July, 1918, a special meeting of the Town Council was held 
to take into consideration a uew Fuel and Lighting Order issued by the 
Government, which came into force on October Ist, and to appoint a 
Local Fuel Overseer. Mr. Jas. A. Heap, the Borough Engineer, was 
appointed Fuel Overseer (and on his resignation, later, Mr. T. Harold Lees 
was appointed to succeed him), and a system of rationing, not only of coal 
and other fuel, but of gas and electricity, came into force. The order apphed 
to dwelling-houses, hotels, clubs, restaurants, offices, shops, warehouses, places 
of entertainment, churches, chapels, free libraries, etc. Later a Fuel Control 
Committee was appointed by the Town Council, on which in addition to 
members of the Council there were representatives of the coal merchants, 
coal dealers, and the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Co. The work of the 
committee finally came to an end in June, 1920. 

During the period of the German air raids in 1916-18 very stringent 
regulations were introduced with respect to the lighting of houses, shops, 
mills, churches, ete. Bright lights were not allowed in shop windows, and 
the lights in dwelling-houses had to be screened by the use of dark blinds, 
whilst street lighting was reduced to a minimum, and the street: lamps were 
blacked at the tops so that they could not be seen from above. Many 
prosecutions were instituted against persons who negligently left lights 
uncovered, and fines were imposed. 
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There were several Zeppelin scares in the town during the period. All 
lights were turned off at the Gas Works, and the special constables were 
ealled out for duty on at least four occasions. On one oecasion, when 
Zeppelins were reported coming towards Todmorden, a “ special’’ was 
‘despatched to Stansfield Corn Mill to have the works stopped and all lghts 
extinguished. The only occasion when a Zeppelin passed near to, if not 
actually over, Todmorden was on the night of 26th September, 1916. The 
hum of the machine was distinctly heard both by the police and the special 
constables (who had been called out for duty) and by others, and later in the 
night the machine was distinctly heard again on its way back to the coast. 
The falling of bombs in the distance (probably in the Rossendale Valley) was 
also distinctly heard in Todmorden, An official report, published four years 
later (September, 1920) stated that the) machine steered fairly straight from 
the coast towards Sheffield) The commander then made his way across 
Glossop Moors, missed his bearings, turned at Todmorden, and followed along 
the railway lune to Bury, which he bombed. After going three or four miles 
further south, he failed to locate Manchester, and turning north, bombed 
Bolton, and then made his way back over the Yorkshire Moors to Whitby. 


Volunteer Training Corps on= Parade. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 
VoLUNTEER TRAINING Corps AND SpEcIAL CONSTABLES. 


HILE the young men of the country, were flocking to the Colours with 

patriotic zeal, the elder men, and others who for various reasons were 

unable to take their share in’ the fighting, manifested a keen desire 
to do what they could to help the country in its hour of trial. Towards the 
close of 1914 a movement was’ set on foot for the establishment of a home 
defence force known in the first instance as the Volunteer Training Corps. 
The movement was the only one apart from the regular forces which was 
recognised by the War Office. It was intended primarily for home defence 
in the event of an attempted German invasion of this country, and not for 
service abroad. 

The movement was taken up very heartily in Todmorden, and on the 
18th December, 1914, a meeting was held in the Court Room of ex-Service 
men over 45, and others over 38 years of age, who were interested in the 
formation of a Volunteer Training Corps for the Borough. The Mayor 
presided, and there was a large attendance. Mr. J. I’. Ogden, who had assisted 
in the formation of the first Volunteer Company in Todmorden. in! 1877, took 
a leading part in the formation of the Corps and its subsequent development. 
Addressing the meeting he said the necessity for the establishment of, such 
a body had been emphasised by the recent bombardment of our shores by the 
Germans, which was only a step towards the intended invasion of our land. 
if such an unfortunate state of affairs should come to pass, practically every 
able-bodied man would be required to serve, and, that being the case, 
everyone would be the better for having a rudimentary idea of training, and 
especially of shooting. Me moved that a Volunteer Training Corps be formed 
for the Borough, and the resolution was unanimously adopted. Mr. F., Dennett 
read an official pamphlet which stated that the objects of the Corps were 
to encourage recruiting for the Regular and Territorial Army, to, encourage 
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men not of age for service in the ranks, or otherwise disqualified for service, 
to drill and learn the elements of musketry in their, spare time, and to 


co-ordinate all existing organisations with similar objects. The following 
were appointed as the principal officials: — President, the Mayor; treasurer, 


Mr. F. Dennett; secretary, Mr. F. Hirst; commandant, Mr. J. T. Ogden. 
Later the Rev. E. Walter Thomas, minister at Patmos Congregational Church, 
was appointed Chaplain to the Corps, and Mr. Jas. Barker, of Elder Bank, 
acted as chairman of committee. 

The following Tuesday the Drill Hall was thrown open for the enrolment 
of men willing to join the Corps. Only those were admitted who were 
ineligible for service with the Regular or Territorial Forces. It was decided 
to have drills each Tuesday and Thursday evenings, with route marches on 
Saturdays and Sundays, as occasion, offered, 40 drills (route marches 
counting as drills) and shooting proficiency entitling to the V.T.C. badge. 


On Sunday, January 3rd, the Corps made their first appearance in 
public, when they took part in a civic procession to the Parish Church, where 
an intercession service was held, attended by the Mayor and Corporation. 


The number of men enlisted to 19th January, 1915, was 122, of whom 89 
were under 50 years of age, and 33 were 50 years and upwards. Many 
desired to enrol who did not come within the conditions laid down by the 
War Office, and about this period a communication was received from the 
Central Association of Volunteer Training ‘Corps as to the conditions under 
which men below the stipulated age of 38 might be enrolled. These stated 
that the only “ genuine reasons”’ for not enlisting in the Regular Forces were 
employment on Government contracts, or in Government service, or physical 
disability which precluded enlistment in the Regular Forces. No one was to be 
accepted unless he satisfied one of the above-mentioned ‘‘ genuine reasons,” 
and even then he must agree in, writing to enlist if called upon to do so. The 
result of this communication was the enrolment of a considerable number of 
new members, and it became necessary to arrange two drills on each of the 
appointed nights. The committee had in. the meantime appointed Quarter- 
master Sergts. Ogden and Dennett and Sergts. Crossley and Allister as drill 
instructors. The first drill was held in the Drill Hall on January 9th, and 
was attended by about 80 members. 
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The work of the Corps was prosecuted with keenness and enthusiasm, 
and the organisation made gratifying progress, both numerically, financially, 
and in general efficiency. Soon after the establishment of the Corps an 
appeal was made for funds, and the members themselves contributed the 
creditable sum of £152 2s. 6d., two giving sums of £20 each, two £10, 
eleven £5, six £3, one £2 10s., and three £2. Patrons subscribed £309 14s. Od., 
one giving a donation of £100, one £50, two £25, two £20, four £10, 
one £5 5s., and three £5 each. 


On Sunday, 28th February, 1915, the Corps had a parade to Walsden 
Parish Church, accompanied by the local troop of Boy Scouts, headed by their 
bugle band. Despite inclement weather over a hundred members answered 
the roll call. On Sunday 7th March, the Corps had their first route march 
by way of Halifax Road, Mankinholes, Heyhead Road, and back by Copperas 
House and Rochdale Road. Before starting each man was served with a 
scarlet armlet bearing the letters “G.R. The number of men on parade was 
about 120. 


The Central Association recommended that all Training Corps should, 
if possible, be clothed in uniform. Unfortunately the Government, while 
recognising the right of the Corps to wear uniform, did not see their way 
to contribute to the cost, and the committee therefore decided to appeal to 
local ladies and gentlemen. to subscribe to a fund for the purpose of equipping 
the members. The response was most satisfactory. 


The first annual meeting of the Corps was held on 18th April, 1916, the 
Mayor in the chair. The secretary’s report, submitted by Mr. E. F. Priestley, 
who had succeeded Mr. Hirst as hon. secretary, stated that since the formation 
182 persons had joined the Corps, 27 had resigned on account of removal or 
pressure of business, and four had joined the Army, leaving the strength of 


the Corps 151. 


The treasurer's statement showed that donations had been received 
amounting to £715 2s. 5d.; members’ weekly subscriptions, £113 2s. 1d.; 
amount received from shooting range, £40 12s. 7d.; and other receipts brought 
the total to £879 1ls. 7d. The payments included :— Rifles, ammunition, and 
targets, £47 5s. 1d.; equipment and carriage, £575 12s, 4d.; and other sundry 
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payments making a, total of £687 17s. ld., leaving a balance in hand of 
£189 13s. 6d. The Corps had in the meantime, out of the funds so generously 
subscribed, been, fully equipped with a very handsome uniform, in which they 
presented a smart and soldierly appearance. 


A miniature shooting range was provided at the Drill Hall, and the 
persistent practice of members resulted in L120 proficiency badges being 
awarded. The members of the Corps were to the forefront in canvassing for 
recruits for the Regular Forces, and in the arduous duties connected with the 
taking of the National Register. They also undertook the preliminary traiming 
of the Derby recruits, ‘The drills were very regularly attended up to January, 
1916, when owing to the lighting restrictions the authorities would not allow 
the Drill Hall to be used at nights, and drills were confined to Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons, with the result that the attendance fell off somewhat, but 
improved again as the lighter weather came, 


During the year the Corps attended many battalion parades and drills, 
and took part in shooting competitions. In September, 1916, by a series of 
Army Couneil Orders, the uphill battle which the Volunteer Training Corps 
of the country had had to fight was brought to an end. They were now fully 
recognised by the Government, and were organised into a new volunteer 
army. The Todmorden Corps was attached to the 9th Battalion Laneashire 
Volunteer Regiment, the headquarters of which were at Rochdale. Fresh 
attestations had to be made, and each man had to be sworn in, by a magistrate. 
On ‘Tuesday, 19th September, 1916, the members of the Corps were required 
to attend at the Drill Hall for the purpose of attesting under the new Act. 
About 80 members were attested the following Thursday evening. 


Qn Sunday afternoon, 24th September, a battalion parade of the 
9th Battalion Lancashire Volunteer Regiment, including the Todmorden, 
Littleborough, Milnrow, Rochdale, and Middleton Companies, was held in 
Centre Vale Park. he Todmorden Company turned out 117 strong, and the 
total number on parade was between 400 and 500. In November, 1916, the 
local Company attended a review by Lord French in Albert Square, 
Manchester, and another by General Pitcaine Campbell in Heaton Park, 
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Later, commissions were granted to Mr. Ogden as captain, Messrs. 
Dennett and Postlethwaite as first lieutenants, and Messrs. Crossley and 
Jackman as second lieutenants. 


At the second annual meeting of the local Corps held on 19th April, 1917, 
it was reported that the total strength of the Company was 145, of which 
number 89 had enrolled, or had signified their willingness to enrol, in 
Section A, and 22 in Section B of the 9th Battalion Lancashire Volunteer 
Regiment, Todmorden Company, leaving about 30 members outside these 
sections. The treasurer's statement showed a balance in hand at the end of 
the year of £212 16s. 74d. 


The work was continued throughout 1917, and at the third annual 
meeting of the Corps, held on 15th March, 1918, it was reported that the 
number of members was 140, of whom 111 were also members of the 
9th Battalion Lancashire Volunteer Regiment. The local Company was 
subsequently transferred from the 9th to the 8rd Volunteer Battalion 
Lancashire Fusiliers. 


The final meeting of members and subscribers to the fund, and for the 
winding-up of the Corps, and the disposal of the balance remaining in hand, 
was held on 16th December, 1919, at which it was decided to hand over the 
balance of the fund, amounting to £179 Os. 7d. to the local War Memorial 
Fund. Thanks were accorded to the Commanding Officer, Capt. J. T. Ogden, 
who had taken a leading part in the movement since its inception, to the 
ex-Mayor (Ald. Jackson) for his services as president, and to the other officers 
of the Corps. The local officers resigned their commissions on 14th January, 
1920, and Captain Ogden on retirement was granted the honorary rank of 
captain, and Lieutenants F. Dennett, W. Postlethwaite, J. H. Crossley, and 
G. W. Jackman the honorary rank of lieutenants. 


THE SPECTAL CONSTABLES, 


Another body of men who did a large amount of useful and arduous 
voluntary service during the War were the special constables, who were 
appointed to assist the local police, owing to the depletion of the Force due to 
the number of men who had joined the Army. On the 22nd June, 1915, 


159 


TODMORDEN AND THE GREAT WAR. 


13 men were sworn in at Todmorden and nine at Hebden Bridge, and they 
immediately commenced drills—at Todmorden under Sergt. Blundy, an 
ex-Army man, and at Hebden Bridge under Inspector! Gallimore. On 22nd 
August, 1916, they were inspected at Todmorden Co-operative Hall by Major 
Atcherley, Chief Constable for the West Riding, who was accompanied by 
Supt. Beard, the drill instructor for the Riding. The men were put through 
a course of drill by Supt. Beard, and Major Atcherley gave them a short 
address on the importance of their duties, and also had a talk with the section 
leaders. Mr. J. Arnold Petrie, of Seaitcliffe Hall, was the divisional 
commander, and Messrs. Geo. Seel and Horace Ilartley, the section leaders 
for Todmorden, and Mr. Greenhalgh Kershaw for Hebden Bridge. In the 
week ending 6th October, 1916, a number of additional constables were sworn 
in—38 at Todmorden and 24 at Hebden Bridge, making a total of 51 for 
Todmorden and 33 for Hebden Bridge, or a gross total of 84. They were 
drawn from all ranks of society, including tradesmen, schoolmasters, 
manufacturers, and others. Changes took place in the personnel from time 
to time, and towards the close of the War quite a number of men who 
appealed to the local Tribunal were granted exémption from military service 
the condition being that they joined the special constables. 


The main service the ‘ specials’ were called upon to perform was that 
of keeping point duty at the Town ITlall, which duty alone freed three 
constables of the ordinary force for enlistment in the Army. For more than 
a couple of years they carried out this duty in all weathers, from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m., taking duty for two hours at a time. Hach man was supplied with a 
uniform cap, badge, and armlet. They also did patrol duty each Saturday 
and Sunday, and were ealled out for special occasions, such as air raid 
warnings, and during the great railway strike of September, 1919. 


A scheme was prepared under which the special constables, were, if 
required, to take over the whole of the police duties of the division, and as 
a test they took over the work for 24 hours, one set of men working night 
duty, and, another set day duty, in four-hour turns. The test proved quite 
satisfactory. Fortunately this duty was not required to be put into actual 
operation. The duties of the specials practically ceased with the Armistice, 
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although they were called out on Peace Night and during the Peace 
Celebrations. They were finally disbanded from 20th November, 1919. 


Nearly three years after the cessation, of hostilities: seven members of the 
Todmorden Section and one of the Hebden Bridge Section were presented with 
bronze medals for conspicuous services rendered during the war period. Ts 
qualify for the medal the recipients had to have served as Special Constables 
without pay for not less than three years, and during that period to have 
performed not less than 150 police duties. The medals were presented at the 
Halifax Police Station on Sunday, 6th November, 1921, by Lieut.-Col. Coke, 
Chief Constable of the West Riding of Yorkshire, and the recipients were 
Messrs. G. Seel and Horace Hartley (sectional comanders), Messrs. John D, 
Birkby, Will Taylor, Robt. Kershaw, Kdmund Halliwell, and Ben Crabtree, 
of Todmorden, and Mr. Greenhalgh Kershaw (sectional commander), Hebden 
Bridge. The bar was inscribed “ The Great War, 1914-18,” and the medals 
bore the following inscription :— “ Georgius V. Rex et Ind. Imp. For faithful 
services in the Special Constabulary.” 
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Tur CASUALTIES. 


“ These gave their best, so we our best should give; 
Not for themselves—for Justice, Freedom, Right 
They fought, and bid us forward to the fight.” 


“Eternal honour give 
To those who died that we might live.” 


the young manhood of the nation. ‘Che number from this town who fell 
in battle, or died of wounds or disease ran to several hundreds, while the 
number blinded, maimed, and broken in health was almost beyond computation. 


i | HE saddest feature of the Great War was the terrible toll it levied upon 


The number of Todmorden men wha fell or died as the result of their 
military service was approximately 660. It is hardly possibly to give an exact 
figure, owing to the difficulty of deciding who should be counted as Todmorden 
men. The great majority of those included in this figure were T’odmordians 
born and bred, but the number also includes some who, though not native 
born, were living in Todmorden when the War broken out, and there are others, 
sons of Todmorden parents, who were living in other parts of the country when 
they joined the forces. 


The number reported dead during each year of the War was asj follows :— 
4th August, 1914, to 3rd August, 1915, 61; 4th August, 1915, to 3rd August, 
1916, 86; 4th August, 1916, to 5rd August, 1917, 175; 4th August, 1917, to 
3rd August, 1918, 219; 4th August, 1918, to 3rd August, 1919, 119. 


Very soon after the War begun the names of the wounded, and presently 
of the killed, began to come in, and caused a painful sensation in the minds 
of those remaining at home. Quite a number of Todmorden men went to 
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France with the original Iixpeditionary Force, and took part in the Retreat 

from Mons and in the earlier engagements. ‘These were men who were in the 
— at ce) 

Regular Army, or Reservists called up on the outbreak of hostilities. 


The first local man reported wounded was Corpl. David D. Watt, of the 
Ist Scots Guards, who was a porter at Todmorden station when called up on 
August 4th. Ie was wounded at Mons in August, and was back in Todmorden 
in the first week in September, 1914. He was back in Todmorden wounded a 
second time in December, 1914, and was wounded a third time at Christmas, 
1916, and gassed in August, 1918, from the effects of which he never entirely 
recovered. Ile was demobilised in December, 1918, arrived home in the middle 
of January, 1919, and had only been back at his work a fortnight when he 
developed influenza and pneumonia from which he died. Other early casualties 
recorded were those of Pte. ‘Thos. Gavaghan, 2nd Manchester Regiment, of 
3, Ridge Street, and Pte. W. HH. Broadbent, of Tlalifax Road, both of whom 
later in the War gained the Military Medal for distinguished service, 

The first Todmorden man reported missing was Seret. John Rudman, of 
the King’s Royal Rifles, of Walsden.- He was reported missing from 29th 
August, 1914, and was subsequently presumed dead. Another of the earlier 
casualties was Rifleman Fred Boyd, 5rd Rifle Brigade, of 125, Longfield Road, 
who was reported missing from 23rd September, 1914, and subsequently 
presumed dead. Another brother, Corpl. Geo. Boyd, of the Ist Rifle Brigade, 
was also killed in the first year of the War. 


The first local men actually reported killed were Pte. Wm. Nelson, 2nd 
Manchesters, of Stone House Cottage, Walsden, who fell in action at Lorges, 
France, on 13th October, 1914, and Pte. Sam Ingham, Suffolk Regiment, LO2, 
Bacup Road, who was killed at a place not stated, on 27th October, 1914. In 
the early months of the: War two Todmorden men. in the Navy were drowned, 
namely, Jack Glover, of Hastwood, who went down with the Cran 
MacnavuGuron, and Albert. E. Porter, formerly of Cornholme, who went down 
with the battleship Formimanyn. 

In the second week of May, 1915, a great sensation was caused in the town 
when it became known that the Jocal Territorials had been in action in 
Gallipoli, and had suffered severe casualties. Up to this date, after nine 
months of war, the number of ‘'odmorden men who had fallen was only about 
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a dozen, and the public had not yet become accustomed to that terrible toll 
of young life to which, as the sad weeks and months passed, they became to 
some extent inured. The news of the Dardanelles fighting was published in 
the evening papers on 13th May, 1915, and the first list of casualties contained 
only the names of ¢tticers, the only Todmorden name included being that of 
Captain (afterwards Lieut.-Col.) J. J. Gledhill. In the following week the 
distressing news arrived that four members of the Todmorden detachment had 
been killed, namely, Privates Frank Astin Barker, George Ellis, Harold 
Crowther and C. W. Thomas. During the rest of the year the number was 
added to week by week at an alarming rate, and the town was thrown into 
a state of grief and mourning. There were heavy casualty lists following the 
engagement of May 5th, June 4th, and July 10th, 1915, but the worst 
experience came on August 7th. It was in this engagement that Lieut. J. 
Harold Smith, Lieut. J. H. J. Barker, and Company Sergti, Major John Mason 
fell, and there were many casualties among the rank and file. 


Terrible as was the list of our losses in the Dardanelles, the list from 
France was even more terrible in the total number of casualties; but being 
spread over a longer period they did not impress the popular imagination to 
quite the same extent. On 25th September, 1915, the great. Battle, of Loos was 
fought, and in that battle there were many casualties—killed, missing, and 
wounded—among Todmorden men in the Devonshire Regiment. 


The number of Todmorden men who lost their lives in the first year of 
the War was 61, of whom 35 fell, in the Gallipoli operations between May and 
August, while the number of Todmorden men wounded at the Dardanelles 
in the same period was over a hundred. 


In the second year of War the same sad tale was continued week by week; 
the total for the year numbering 86, and between 4th August and 51st 
December, 1916, the number was augmented by another 53 names. 


The list of casualties for the third year exceeded in length those of both 
the first two years of war combined, and numbered 141 killed or presumed 
dead, in addition to 11 who died on service either at, home or abroad, and 23 
reported missing. Again, in the autumn and early months of winter heavy 
losses were incurred, the number killed between 4th August and 81st 
December, 1917, being 70, in addition to 20 reported missing. The total 
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number who lost their lives to the end of 1917 was 380. 


In March, 1918, came the great German offensive. From March onward 
till the autumn the casualty lists were by far the heaviest of any during the 
whole of the War, and it was in this period, in addition to the large number 
killed and wounded, that the majority of the Todmorden prisoners of war 
were taken. The total number killed, presumed dead, or died on service in the 
fourth year of war—from 4th August, 1917, to 3rd August, 1918—was 219, 
including 34 who were reported missing and afterwards presumed dead. The 
number of Todmorden men taken prisoners by the Germans in the same period 
was 73. 


The number of casualties declined somewhat from, this date on to the 
signing of the Armistice on 11th November, after which there were, of course, no 
deaths from actual fighting, although a great many died from wounds and 
disease, and two or three by drowning. 


In the early months of 1919 the troops suffered severely from the world- 
wide epidemic of influenza and pneumonia, and a large number of soldiers 
died from the scourge both in Franceand at home. The number of local men, 
either serving or just demobilised, who died after the signing of the Armistice 
was not less than 40. 


A list of the men of Todmorden who fell for King and Gountry in the 
Great War (to which should be added the name of Corpl. Thos. Bottomley, of 
the Post Office Rifles, which was unfortunately omitted) will be found in the 
chapter dealing with the local War Memorial. They are arranged according 
to service, and without regard to rank. All stand equal in the great sacrifice 
they made, and all alike earned the everlasting gratitude of those they died 
to save. 

May Light perpetual shine upon then! 

“They shall not grow old 

As we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, 
Nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun 
And in the morning | 
We will remember them.” 

L. Binyon, 
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DISTINCTIONS. 


“These found glory in the plain path of duty. 


HE one aspect of the War which afiorded any real ground for rejoicing 
was in the number of distinctions gained by Todmorden people for 
gallantry and devotion to duty, both on the field of battle and in other 
forms of war service at home and abroad, ; 


The first distinctions to be announced were in connection with the fighting 
in Gallipoli, and consisted of five Distinguished Conduct oe awarded to 
Sergt. A. Hamer, Company Sergt.Major Bri adshaw Allister, Pte. J. W. Child, 
Pte. Rd. Allen, and Lane.-Corpl. H. Butterworth, all of the (ith Battalion, 
Lancashire Fusiliers. The announcement of the awards was received with 
pride aud satisfaction, although the fe elings of pleasure were tinged with 
regret by the news that one of the rec ipients, Pte. Child, had died from wounds 
shortly after having earned his distinction. 


Nergt. Hamer, who had been twice previously commended for gallantry, 
was awarded his medal ‘ for conspicuous gallantry on the 6th May on the 
Gallipoli Peninsula, when he led a half-platoon during the attack with great 
ability and courage. On several occasions he carried messages under heavy 
fire,” 


The feat for which Sergt.-Major Allister received his medal was officially 
described as follows:— ‘S For good leading of his platoon on the 4th June, 
south of Krithia (Dardanelles) under heavy rifle and shrapnel fire, to take a 
Turkish trench. Ile cleared one flank himself, killing eight Turks.” 
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Pte. Child was awarded, his decoration for gallant conduct in the same - 
engagement, “in. volunteering to attack a redoubt, and holding it with four 
other men until relieved ten hours later.’ He had previously been mentioned 
for gallantry. 

Pte. Allen, “ while on sentry duty at an advanced post south of Krithia, 
on June 4th, noticing movements in the scrub, boldly went into it on his own 
initiative, under heavy fire, and found a Turkish machine-gun with an officer. 
He took the revolver from the officer, and brought in the machine-gun.” 


Lance-Corpl. Butterworth’s decoration was for a feat similarly described. 


The acts of gallantry thus officially recounted are typical of some scores of 
cases for which distinctions were granted to Todmorden men in subsequent 
phases of the war. 


On the 29th October, 1915, a public meeting, presided over by the Mayor, 
was held in the Court Room to consider the question of making a public 
presentation to the Todmorden soldiers who had been awarded the D.C.M., and 
it was decided to open a subscription list for this purpose. A committee was 
appointed, consisting of Capt. Gledhill, Mr. John Barker, Mr. J. T. Ogden, 
and Mr. Fred Hirst, with a similar number to be appointed by the Towa 
Council, and a fund of £250 was raised, out of which it was decided to present 
a gold watch to each Todmorden man gaining distinction, 


The: first presentation took place in the Town Hall on the 50th November, 
and was one of the most. memorable gatherings ever held in Todmorden. The 
Mayor presided. Capt. Gledhill presented the medals to Sergt.-Major Allister, 
and to the father of the late Pte. Child: Captain Barker presented the medals 
to Lance-Corpl. Butterworth and Pte, Allen. The presentation to Sergt. Hamer 
was postponed until he arrived home some months later. 


In the early days of the War distinctions were granted somewhat sparsely, 
and the local list grew slowly until the authorities instituted the new 
distinction of the Military Medal. Many Todmorden men quickly proved their 
title to this new decoration, and the local list of distinctions grew by leaps 
and bounds. By the third anniversary of the War, the List comprised 
one 1).S.0., 7 D.C.M.s, one M.( 5 17 M.M.s, and one Crogs of St. George (Russia), 
in addition to four mentioned for valuable services. 
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One of the most notable of the public presentations was that made tv 
Major the Rev. G. F. Walters, C.F., formerly minister at Inchfield Bottorn 
U.M.C., on the conferment upon him of the Military Cross for services rendere:l 
in France. During one of the big engagements on the Western front Major 
Walters was engaged for four days and four nights dressing wounds at one 
of the stations. For this he received the M.C. ati the hands of His Majesty 
the King at Buckingham Palace, with promotion to the rank of major. 


About this time, and subsequently, the grant of honours to Todmorden 
men, and the presentation of medals and watches, came thick and fast. Public 
interest in the ceremonies was maintained to the end, and the Town Hall or 
the Court Room, as the case might be, was almost invariably crowded. 


At the first presentation, before the public function, Mr. John Barker, of 
Thornhill, generously entertained the recipients and others immediately 
concerned to dinner, and this happy custom was kept up at all the subsequent 
presentations, and was much appreciated. . 


The Mayor usually presided, and presented the watches, while among those 
who performed the ceremony of presenting the medals, in addition — to 
Lieut.-Col. Gledhill and Major Barker, were Capt. J. H. Sutcliffe, Capt. J. 5. 
Lord. Revs. A. W. Fox and J. Il. Lomax, Ald. W. Ormerod, J.P., C.C., Mr. 
J.E. Craven and Ald. J. R. Dawson. The functions were usually enlivened by 
selections of music by the Todmorden Amateur Orchestra, who kindly gave their 
services, as did many of the leading vocalists of the Borough. 


Another very notable presentation was made on 11th July, 1918, when the 
men to be honoured were Capt. Jas. Mitchell, R.A.F., of Stoodley, who had 
achieved the remarkable record of winuing three separate distinctions, namely, 
the Military Cross, the Distinguished Flying Cross, and the Italian Medal for 
Valour; Bombardier IH. Barker, R.F.A., who had achieved the double record 
of the Distinguished Conduct Medal and the Military Medal; and Pte. Rowland 
Mitchell, L.F., of Back Brook Street, who had been awarded the Military 
Medal. 
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2. Rifleman Harry Atrisrer, MM. 3. Lee,-Corpl. 
4. Corpl. J. H, Garsipz, MM, 


% Pte: J; WeiCritp, DCM. ALFRED CRABTREE, M.M, 
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Sgt. T. Asuworru, D.C. 


Joun Howortu, D.C.M. and M.M 
t. Witt Huszarp, D.F.C. and Bar. 
1, and M.M 


Double Distinguished Men. 


2. Lieut. E. A. HoLtuinrake, M.C. and Bar. 3. Bdr. H. Barker. D.C.M. and M.M. 


Capt. W. Fietpen, M.C. and Bar. 
Set. Harry Lawer, M.M. and Bar, 


6. 


Capt. Jas. Mircueit, M.C. and D.F.C. 
g. Sgt. 1. E, BArKER, M.M. and Bar. 


DISTINCTIONS. 


The feat for which Capt. Mitchell was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross is officially stated to be that “ when on patrol work on four separate 
occasions he has shot down five enemy planes, three of which were observed 
to burst into flames, one being a three-seater. On two of these occasions his 
formation was attacked by superior formations of the enemy. His magnificent 
work has been marked by great dash and fearlessness.” 


~ 


The particular feats fon which some of the honours were awarded were not 
made public. In the majority off cases it was simply stated to be for gallantry 
and devotion to duty on the field. The feat for which Lieut. A. E. 
Hollinrake was awarded the Military Cross was officially described thus :— 
“ When all his senior officers had become casualties he took charge of the 
Company, and led it forward against heavy fire, capturing a German strong 
point, three machine guns, and 25 prisoners.” Subsequently he was awarded 
a bar to his Military Cross, his record on this occasion being :— “ He handled 
his platoon with great skill in attack, and led them forward under covering 
fire from Lewis gun and rifle grenades, and assaulted a strong point, which 
he captured with thirty prisoners. His courage and determination were a 
splendid example to his platoon.’ In, August, 1919, nine months after the 
cessation of hostilities, the President of the French Republic conferred on 
Lieut. Hollinrake the further distinction of the French Croix de Guerre avec 
palme. 


Among others, the following are specially worthy of mention :— 
Bombardier Il. Barker, R.F.A., “* For conspicuous gallantry and devotion. He 
has on several occasions shown great courage in repairing the lines under 
heavy fire, thereby rendering most valuable service in maintaining 
communications at a critical period.” Gunner Sidney Midgley, R.F.A., ‘ For 
conspicuous bravery in extinguishing an ammunition dump which had been 
set alight by the enemy shell fire whilst the battery position was being heavily 
shelled. He was severely wounded whilst performing this brave deed.” 
Pte. F. Hewson, Lancashire Fusiliers, “ For setting a fine example to all ranks 
of initiative, leadership, and fighting spirit during an attack east, of Serre on 


the 21st March, 1918.” 


The “Gazette” described Lieut. W. Hubbard, D.F.C., as “A bold and 
determined fighter in the air and against troops on the ground. On the 26th 
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August (1918) he engaged three enemy two seatiers, and shot one down out of 
control. Owing, however, to his pressure pump being shot away in the combat, 
he reached our lines with great difficulty, landing 150 yards west of our front 
line. Undisturbed by the fact that the machine was under direct observation, 
and subject to heavy, fire, he removed all his instruments, and pegged the 
machine down. before leaving. In all up to this time he has accounted for 
five enemy machines.” Later he was awarded the bar to the D.F.C. and Croix 
de Guerre ** For numerous successes against the Hun machines, and also for 
good Squadron work: also promoted to captain.” 


The local honours. list contains some features worthy of mention. There 
is one case of father and son receiving honours, namely, Company-Sergt. Major 
Bradshaw Allister, D.C.M., and Pte. Harry Allister, M.M., the latter, 
unfortunately, losing his lite shortly atter the distinction was awarded, and 
betore he could come home to receive the congratulations of his townspeople. 
There were four cases where brothers won distinctions. The first was that of 
Sergt. Harry Waller, M.M., l0th West Ridings, and Corpl. Fred Waller, M.M., 
20th Alanchester, both of whom were subsequently granted commissions. 
Another case was that of Pte. Sidney ‘Thomas, M.M., 12th Manchesters, and 
Lance-Corpl. Frank Thomas, M.M., R.A.M.C. The third case is that of Pte. 
Arthur Marshall, Grenadier Guards, and Lance-Corpl. H. Marshall, 9th West 
Riding Regiment, the distinction in each case being that of the Military 
Medal; and a fourth case was that of Pte Benj. Wright, Royal Warwicks, and 
Gunner Geo. Wright, RFA, the distinction again in each case again being 
that of the Military Medal. 


There were also several cases in which double distinctions were gained. 
Three men won both the D.C.M. and the M.M., namely, Bombardier Herbert 
Barker, R.F.A., Sergt. Tom Ashworth, King’s Liverpool Regiment, and 
Sergt. John Iloworth, Ist Northumberland Fusiliers; Lieut. KW. A. Hollinrake 
and Captain Walter Fielden, West Riding Regiment, won the Military Cross 
with bar; Sergt. T. BK. Barker, 2nd Royal Fusiliers, and Sergt. Harry Lawer, 
of the Coldstream Guards, Military Medal with bar; the late Corporal J. H, 
Garside won both the Military Medal and the Italian Medaglia al Valore. 
Captain Will Hubbard was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and bar, 
also the Croix de Guerre. Captain James Mitchell won the triple distinction 
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of Military Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, and the Italian Valore Militaine ; 
and Lieut.-Col. Austin Thorp the C.M.G., D.S.0., and the Ordre de Leopold 
avec palme, and Croix de. Guerre. 


The most notable of the presentation, ceremonies took place on Peace Day, 
4th August, 1919, when war medals and gold watches awarded to no fewer 
than 27 Todmorden men were publicly presented. Previous to this date 42 
gold watches had been presented, and the total was thus brought up to 69, 
and a few others were left over, the men entitled to them being still away on 
military service. Mr. John Barker, with his accustomed hospitality, entertained 
the men to tea, the Mayor presided over the subsequent gathering in the Town 
Hall and presented the watches, and Lieut.-Col. Gledhill and Major Barker, 
M.P., presented the medals. The final presentation took place on 28th January, 
1920, when gold watches together with one D.C.M. and three M.M.s were 
presented to four local soldiers, and a silver salver was handed to Dr. H. Thorp, 
as representing the widow of the late Lieut.-Col. Austin Thorp, R.F.A., 
who met his death in) France on the 30th October, LOLS, only a tew 
days before the signing of ‘he Armistice. Captain J. HW. Sutcliffe presented 
the medals, and Ald. Jackson, who now occupied the position of Deputy Mayor, 
presented the watches. 


The following is a full list of the local distinetions :— 


C.M.G., D.S.O., and Ordre de Leopold = M.C., D.¥.C., and Valore Militaire. 
avec palme, and Croix de Guerre. Capt. James Mitchell, R.A.F. 
Lieut.-Col. Austin ‘horp, R.F.A. Air Force Cross. 


F : : : Capt. J. L. Stuart Gall. 
D.S.0., and Chevalier de Legion Ge 


D’honneur. M.C. and bar, and French Croix de 
Lieut.-Col. I. Mallinson, Yorkshire 1.1. (xuerre avec palme. 
Lieut. i. A. Hollinrake, Loyal North Lancs 
Distinguished Service Order. MeO mandate 


Capt. A. Lord, Hereford, also M.C. 
ajor James Lawson, 4th Australian Light ; 
Nee Lawson, 4th Aust n Mahan One 
Major Walter Crabtree, R.A.M.LC., Nelson. 
Distinguished Flying Cross with bar, Capt. Edward Horsfall, Manchester Regiment 
and Croix de Guerre avec palme. Capt. Geo. Rowell, R.A.S.C. 
Capt. Will Ifubbard. Major Rev. G. F. Walters, R.A.M.C. 


area 


Capt. Walter Fielden, Duke of Wollington’s 
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é Order of the Nile. 


Major Norman Thorp, Royal Engineers, 
mentioned in despatches 


D.C.M. and M.M. 


Sergt. Tom Ashworth, King’s Liverpool Regi- 


ment. 

Bombardier Herbert Barker, R.F.A 

Sergt. John Howorth, Northumberland 
Fusiliers, 


Distinguished Conduct Medal. 
Pte. Richard Allen, Lancashire Fusiliers. 
Coy.-Sergt. Major Bradshaw Allister, L.F. 
Sergt. W. Hedley Broadbent, R.F.A. 

Sergt. Jas. Buleock, Canadian Black Watch. 
Lance-Corpl. Herbt. Butterworth, L.F. 
Corpl. Ellis Chadwick, L.F. 

Pte. J. W. Child, L.F. 

Pte. John Cryer, L.F. 

Coy.-Sergt. Major Frank Graham, Royal Scots 

Fusiliers. 

Sergt. Alfred Hamer, L.F. 
Pte. F. Hewson, L.F. 
Sergt. James Rogers, Royal Engineers. 


M.M. and bar. 
Sergt. IT. LW. Barker, 2nd Royal Fusiliers. 


Sergt, Harry Lawer, Coldstream Guards. 


Military Medal. 
Rifleman Harry Allister, King’s Royal Rifles. 
Sergt. W. EH. Bailey, L.F. 
Pte. Pearson Bairstow, R.A.M.C. 
Corpl. Horace G. Barker, R.A.M.C. 
Pte. Sam Blacka, Duke of Wellington’s. 
Sapper W. 'T. Blacka, Royal Engineers. 
Bombardier Fielden Butterworth, R.A. 
Lanee-Corpl. Alfred Crabtree, Berkshire Regt. 
Gunner W. Ciraven, R.A. 
Pte. Reginald Crossland, R.A.M.C. 
Pte. J. Davidson, L.F. 


Rifleman Robert Lllis, Scottish Rifles. 


also 


Pte. J. E. Fielden, Manchester Regiment. 

Pte. A. Freebairn, Devons. 

Corpl. John H. Garside, R.A.M.C., 
Medaglia al Valore (Italian). 

Sergt. Wilfred Gaukroger, Hon. Artillery Co. 

Pte. Thos. Gavaghan, Manchester Regiment. 

Sergt. Eddie Goodman, City of London Regt. 

Pte. Tom Greenwood, L.F. 

Seret. Wm. Heatry, K.S.L.I. 

Pte. Walter Hey, Duke of Wellington's. 

Lance-Corpl. Ashton Horsfall, L.F. 

Lance.-Corpl. Roger Horner, Duke of Welling- 
ton’s. 

Corpl. W. H. Kay, 9th Loyal North Lanes. 

Pte. J. H. Langthorne, Coldstream Guards. 

Lance-Corpl. Leader, R.A.M.C. 

Pte. Arthur Marshall, Grenadier Guards. 

Lance-Corpl. Harry Marshall, Duke of Well- 
ington’s, 

Gunner Sidney Midgley, R.F.A. 


also 


Pte. Rowland Mitehell, L.F. 

Sergt. Bannister Newell, Grenadier Guards. 

Pte. W. R. Nuttall, Coldstream Guards. 

Gunner Kenneth O’Neil, New Zealand Field 
Artillery. 

Pte. G@ Owen, L.F., Cornholme. 

Pte. G. W. Pemberton, R.A.M.C. 


Pte. Albert Saunders, L.F. 
Lance-Conpl. A. EH. 


Regunent. 


Shepherd, Devonshire 

Sapper J. Silvester, Royal Hngineers. 

Pte. J. W. Smith, L.F. 

Pte. Henry Sparkes, Machine Gun Corps. 

Pte. UWerbert Svarkes, Northumberland Tus. 

Corpl. F. Stansfield, Loyal North Lanes, 

Driver Arthur Stott, R-A.S.C. 

Pte. David Stott, Canadian Scottish. 

Lance-Corpl. Jesse Sunderland, King’s Royal 
Rifles. 

Pte. J. R. Sunderland, Northumberland Kus. 

Pte. Norman Sutcliffe, L.1. 

Pte. Walter Sutcliffe, Yorkshire Regiment. 

Pte. W. Suthers, L.F. 
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Lance-Corpl. Frank Thomas, R.A.M.C. 

Pte. 8S. Thomas, Manchester Regiment. 

Corpl. Harry Tregay, L.F. 

Corpl. Harry Wadsworth, Coldstream Guards. 

Corpl. Fred Waller, Manchester Regiment. 

Sergt. Harry Waller, Duke of Wellington’s. 

Sergt, Barker Walton, Royal Engineers. 

Lance-Corp]. Leonard Whitworth, Machine 
Gun Corps. 

Pte. Benj. Wright, Royal 

Gunner G. Wright, R.P.A. 


Warwicks. 


Meritorious Service Medal. 
Corpl. G. E. Barker (16, Prince Street). 
Staff-Sergt. Wilfred Greenwood, R.A.M.C, 
Corpl. W. Mason, Diy. Em. Co. 


M.S.M. and French Military Medal. 
Pte. Ben Taylor, T..1. 


French Croix de Guerre. 
Pte. Fred Dawson, York and Tanes. Regt. 


Medaile Barbatie Si Credenta 


(2nd Class). L 


Bomb. Albert Uttley, Australian Corps. 


Cross of St. George (Russia). 
Pte. Ernest Nuttall, Canadian Infantry. 


Order of St. Stanislaus (Russia). 
Sergt.-Major Walter Lee, R.A.M.C. 


Officer of the British Empire and 
Medaille du Roi Albert. 
Ald. Robert Jackson, J.P. 


M.B.E., and Medaille du Roi Albert 
avec rayure. 


Mr. Herbert Garratt (Town Clerk). 


Royal Red Cross (2nd Class). 


Miss Ida Sutcliffe, Centre Vale Hospital. 


Member of the British Empire. 

Mr. Sam Baldwin, M.Sc. 

Miss Mabel Eastwood, Centre Vale Hospital. 

Mrs. H. M. Edwards, Blackpool. 

Mr. Philip Hoyle. 

Lieut. Will Newell, South African Permanent 
Forces. 

Mr. John G. Sutelifte. 

Lieut.-Col. Harry W. Russell, R.A.M.C. 

Major Gerald Thorp, Royal Engineers, also 
mentioned in despatches, 


John 


(Jueen [lizabeth Medal. 
Mis: Ji, Ac 
Mrs. Fredk. 
Mrs. W. Ju. 
Mrs. C. BR: 


Ingham, The Shaw. 
Lee, Woodlands. 
Sandbach, Langtield House. 


Tatham, Calder Honse. 


Mentioned for Valuable Services, 


Copal (Acting-Sergt) JA. Barker, RAMLC 
Corpl. Be ond, "R.A MC. =— pommel 


Miss BH. Carter, Bank House, Strand. 
Miss H. Eastwood, Eastwood Hall. 

Miss Emma Fielding. 

Lient.-Col. J. J. Gledhill, LP. 

Mrs. F. Halstead, Laneside Street. 
Flight-Sergt. John Halstead, R.A.F. 

Pte. Luke Horsfall, Northumberland Fus. 
Capt. J. M. Nuttall, Beaumont Street. 
Lieut. Rudolph Pickles, Manchester Regt. 
— Laurence Raissell. 

Sergt. John M. Sonthwell, R.A.M.C. 
Capt. Tom Stansfield, R.A.M.C., Reading, 
Sergt.-Major Frank Sutcliffe, R.A.M.C. 
Q.-M. Sergt. James Whitehead, R.A.M.C, 
Mrs. T. Woodhead, Halifax Road. 


COMATAC EME, WENO AL. 
Tur PRISONERS OF eS 


NK of the features of the Great War, which only began to attract public 
attention to any considerable extent in the last months of the War, 
was the terrible plight of the local men who had been taken prisoner 

by the enemy. he first Todmorden man to fall into the hands of the enemy 
was Pte. Wille King, of the L&th Ilussars, who was captured during the 
Retreat from Mons on the 24th August, 1914. Only two other men with local 
connections were taken prisoner in the first year of war. They were both 
Cornholme men who had come over with the Canadian Rifles—Pte. Hinest 
Nuttall and Pte. Gilbert Banks. For the next two years very little was heard 
with regard to this aspect of the War, public attention and sympathy being 
concentrated on the terrible roll of casualties recorded week by week from 
France and other theatres of war. 


Up to August, L917, after three years of war, the known number’ of 
prisoners was only about a dozen, and their unfortunate position had attracted 


very little public notice. AIL the Todmorden prisoners with one exception 
were in the hands of the Germans, and were scattered over about a dozen prison 
camps in various parts of Germany. The exception was a Private in the 


Lancashire Fusiliers named Sam Sutcliffe, of Shade Street, who was taken 
prisoner by the Turks in the Gallipoli Campaign of 1915. He was in the hands 
of the Turks for two and a half years, and was one of a batch of exchanged 
prisoners sent home about the beginning of L918. Up to the beginning of the 
great German offensive in March, 1918, the total number of Todmorden 
prisoners of war was only 21, but by November of the same year the number 
had increased to over LOO. Of these some five or six, unfortunately, died while 
in the hands of the enemy. 


As has been said, the plight of the prisoners of war attracted little public 
attention during the first years of war, although one praiseworthy little effort 
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was made on their behalf in the shape of a sale of work held at York Street 
Sunday School on 28th October, 1916, which realised a sum of £56 17s. 10d., 
including an item of £4 12s. 6d. raised by the sale of a poem composed by 
Mrs. Marshall, of Castleton, a sister of Pte. W. King, the first local man to 
be taken prisoner. 


Practically nothing more was done locally for these unfortunate men— 
although so much was being done in other directions—until early in 1918, 
apart from parcels sent in a few cases by the Care Committee of their 
respective regiments. 


In January, 1918, a letter was published in the Todmorden Advertiser from 
« Todmorden prisoner of war, Sergt. Geo. Greenwood, of the 2nd/dth 
Lancashire Fusiliers, dated 3rd December, 1917, and written from Lager 
Lechtield, Bavaria, in which he stated that he “and his Todmorden chums ” 
would be pleased if any reader would send tobaceo, pipes, and cigarette paper, 
of which they were short. ‘The appeal, published, in the local Press, elicited 
only one response—a contribution of 2g. from an anonymous young woman. 
‘Two or three weeks later the appeal was repeated, and it was announced that 
the Kditor had decided to open a fund for the benefit. of the Todmorden 
prisoners of war. ‘The co-operation of the proprietors of the T'odmorden and 
District News was enlisted, and the fund was launched as the Todmorden Press 
Prisoners of War Fund. The first appeal, published on the 22nd February, 
1918, stated that probably no other class of our gallant defenders was more 
deserving of compassion or in greater need of help, and that in many cases 
their condition was such that were it not for the parcels which were being 
sent from this country they would be unable to sustain life itself. The first 
list published showed subscriptions amounting to £7 7s. 6d., and in a month 
the total had grown to £32 16s. 6d. How the fund grew is shown by the 
following monthly totals :— February, £18; March, £43 14s. 6d.: April, 
£44 19s. 9d.; May, £66 1s. 6d. June, £91 16s. 3d.; July, £96 17%. 11d. 


In August, two special efforts were made on a large scale in aid of the 
fund. he first was a gymkhana promoted by Mr. Harry King, of Gandy 
Bridge, which was arranged to be held on the Todmorden Cricket Ground. 
Unfortunately the weather proved altogether unfavourable, and the affair had 
to be held in the Town Hall. Notwithstanding this serious handicap the effort 
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proved a great success, and realised the handsome profit of £226 5s. Od. Mr. 
King received valuable assistance from Mr. Walter Fielden, of Lytham, 
a former Todmordian, and others. Another successful effort for the same 
object was made the following week by the Shade Sailors’ and Soldiers’ 
Committee, and took the form of a grand procession, sports, and gala at 
Dobroyd Castle. This effort was favoured with delightful weather, and realised 
the very useful sum of £142 11s. 3d., and as a result of these two splendid 
efforts the fund reached a-grand total to date of £813 8s. 103d. Many other 
efforts were made, more than half of the amount contributed being raised in 
this way. 


Among the special efforts made were the following :— Co-operative whist 
drive, £20 3s. Gd.; Todmorden Brass Band concert, £28 16s. 10d. ; Cornholme 
Ward Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Fund, £20; ladies’ cricket match, £57 11s. 8d.: 
collection at Intercession Service, £18 12s. 9d.; flower show at Freemasons’ 
Arms, £10 13s. 2d. The contributions of the wives and parents of prisoners, 
many of whom. subscribed weekly to the fund, and of the children of the 
Borough, were both numerous and considerable. Collections in Churches and 
Chapels realised about £50. 


Enquiries in official quarters elicited the fact that some regiments were 
sending parcels to their own men who were prisoners of war, while those 
belonging to regiments which had made no such provision were in many cases 
left uncared for. 


Soon after the local fund was inaugurated, an arrangement was made with 
the proprietors of the Halifax Courier which enabled parcels to be sent to 
those Todmorden men not already receiving them. similar to those which for 
over three years had been sent to prisoners of war from the Halifax. district, 
and for which the Courier had raised and expended many thousands of 
pounds. The practice was to forward a parcel valued at about 15s. to each 
man every five days. The parcels comprised not only tobacco, pipes, 
cigarettes, and certain articles of food, including bread (which was 
sent from Copenhagen), but also articles of clothing, footwear, stationery, 
etc. Early in May parcels were being sent to the local men whose addresses 
in Germany were known, and 19 out of 21 Todmorden men known to 
be prisoners of war were receiving parcels regularly either from the 
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Courier Fund, or their own Regimental care Committee. The Courier 
Fund was supplying 18, namely six men belonging to the Lancashire Fusiliers, 
two belonging to the West Yorkshires, and one each belonging to the Yorkshire 
Regiment, Northumberland Fusiliers, R.F.A., Royal Fusiliers, and the Royal 
Naval Division. Two men belonging to the Canadian Rifles, two to the West 
Riding Regiment, and one to the Loyal North Lancashires were being 
supplied from other funds, while one (Pte. Willie King) had been what was 
called “adopted,” and was being supphed with parcels by some society or 
individual who had undertaken responsibility for his welfare. 

By August, letters began. to arrive from prisoners acknowledging receipt 
of the parcels, and expressing the deep gratitude and appreciation of the 
recipients. Cheques were sent monthly to the Courier and other funds 
responsible for the despatch of parcels to Todmorden men, and the increasing 
calls upon the fund necessitated constant efforts and appeals for more money, 
which was freely subscribed. 


For the first six months the control and administration of the fund was 
entirely in the hands of Mr. Fredk. Lee and Mr. John A. Lee, of the 
Todmorden Advertiser, by whom it had been started, but about August a 
suggestion was made that the work was becoming too heavy, and the financial 
responsibility too great for private management, and on the initiative of the 
Mayor it was decided to appoint a representative committee to take charge of 
the work and the responsibility for raising the necessary funds. 

When the fund was started in February the number of Todmorden 
prisoners of war was only about 20, but by August the number had grown to 
80, and was being added to weekly. The cost was nearly £4 per month per 
man, representing a prospective expenditure of over £3,000 a year. At this 
time there was no sign that the end of the War was approaching. From 
anything that. could be foresoon it might have gone on for months, if not for 
years, and it was this uncertainty of the outlook which led to the transfer of 
the work to a popularly elected committee. 

The meeting for the appointment of the local committee was held on the 
18th September, 1918, and was presided over by the Mayor. Mr. Fredk. Lee, . 
who had acted as treasurer to the Press Fund, reported that: the amount 
subscribed to date was £856 4s. 3d.; the amount paid out for parcels, £521 16s. ; 
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and there was a balance in the bank of £331 15s. 10d. The Mayor announced 
that he had the promise of two further subscriptions of £100 each, one of them 
being from Mrs. John Greenwood, of Glen View, who had been a generous 
supporter of the fund from the beginning. An influential committee was 
appointed, with the Mayor as chairman, Mr. Fredk. Lee as treasurer, and 
Mr. John S. Pilling as hon. secretary. The amount which had been raised 
when the fund was finally transferred to the local committee was 
£1,044 Os. 3d., and there was a balance in hand of £407 10s. 7d. 

The committee considered various schemes for meeting the heavy 
obligations they had undertaken, and on the 28rd September a meeting of the 
cotton trade employers was held to consider the question of the “ adoption ” 
of prisoners by individual firms. At this meeting it was reported that. the 
number of Todmorden prisoners was 89, that the cost of sending parcels to 
each prisoner was £37 a year, the total amount required for a year therefore 
being about £3,300. After discussion the meeting decided that a business of 
500 looms might reasonably be asked to support one prisoner, and that 15,000 
spindles should be considered as the equivalent of 500 looms. The total number 
of spindles in Todmorden was estimated at 383,700, which at 3d. per spindle 
represented £999 4s. 4d., and the total number of looms was estimated at 
16,600, which at 1s.6d. per loom was equal to £1,245, or a total of 
£2,244 4s. 4d. a year. The cotton trade employers unanimously agreed to 
accept the scheme, and contribute on the basis suggested. Fortunately the help 
so generously offered was not required, as the Armistice was signed before 
the scheme could be put into operation, and the need for additional funds did 
not arise. Although the good intentions of the cotton employers were thus 
prevented from materialising for this particular object, their liberality was 
practically demonstrated later in connection with the War Memorial Scheme, 
towards which they contributed most generously on a loom and spindle basis. 

With the signing of the Armistice the work of the fund was practically 
accomplished, and the sending of parcels stopped when the actual hostilities 
ceased. 

The total amount subscribed to both funds was £1,417 13s. 11d., and the 
expenditure was £1,126 13s. 2d., leaving a balance in hand (with bank interest 
on the Press Fund) of £292 6s. 1d., which, with the consent of the Charity 
Commissioners, was subsequently transferred to the Local War Relief Fund. 


178 


PRISONERS OF WAR. 


A week or two after the signing of the Armistice the prisoners began to 
arrive home. By the end of the year 1918 about fifty had got back to 
Todmorden, and for many weeks the stories of their experiences and sufferings, 
as recorded in the local Press, aroused a considerable amount of public interest. 
Many of the earlier prisoners related how much help and comfort they had 
received from the parcels which had been sent to them through the agency of 
the fund, without which, it was stated, many would never have returned to 
tell the tale. It transpired, however, that most of the later prisoners, taken 
during the spring and summer of 1918, had not received) the parcels which 
had been regularly despatched to them, the explanation being that almost 
without exception they had been kept working behind the German lines, and 
were never near the prison camps to which they had been assigned, and to 
which the parcels were addressed. 


On the 31st January, 1919, when nearly all the prisoners had arrived 
home, a grand dinner was given by the local committee to the returned mén, 
and this proved one of the most enjoyable and memorable gatherings held in 
connection with the War. Invitations were extended to 97 returned men and 
their lady friends. Several of the men, unfortunately, were unable to be 
present, being either in hospital or having had to rejoin their units. The 
dinner was served at Mr. King’s rooms, Gandy Bridge, and a reception, and 
entertainment was held at the Town Hall. The Mayor presided, and addresses 
were given by Major Barker, M.P., and two of the earler prisoners of war, 
Pte. Willie King and Lanee-Corpl. J. W. Greenhalgh. In connection with 
the function it was recorded that the widowed mother of one of the prisoners, 
a lady over 60 years of age, had knitted by hand during the war over 230 pairs 
of socks for soldiers, in addition to a quantity of scarves and body belts. 
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was the provision of assistance for soldiers and sailors and their 

dependants in the way of allowances and pensions. A scale of 
separation allowances for wives and other dependants of serving soldiers was 
brought into operation by the Government soon, after the outbreak of war. It 
was on a somewhat more generous scale than had been adopted in any previous 
wars, but there were many complaints that it was still inadequate, and later, 
as the cost of living rose enormously, these complaints grew, until the 
Government found it necessary to increase the scales very substantially. 
Similarly it was found necessary from time to time to augment the pensions to 
disabled men and the dependants of those who had fallen. 


() NE of the most important and necessary duties arising out of the War 


In the early days of the War relief could only be provided for the familes 
of serving soldiers by the Local War Relief Committee, which had been formed 
mainly for the relief of civilian distress, but as civilian distress proved less 
than had been anticipated the fund came to be used mainly ay a means of 
augmenting the meagre State allowances where there were exceptional 
circumstances, and in relieving cases of distress not coming within the scope 
of the State system. The Relief Committee thus performed the functions of a 
local branch of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families’ Association. 


In the first few months of the War the number of discharged and 
disabled men. was small, but as the War progressed the number was increased, 
and it became evident that some more systematic provision needed to be; made. 
This led to the passing of the Naval and Military War Pensions Act in 
November, 1915, which provided for the establishment of local committees, 
but in Boroughs of the size of Todmorden a local committee could only be 
appointed with the consent of the Statutory Committee. Application was made 
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for this consent, and it was afterwards stated that the first consent granted by 
the Statutory Committee was to Todmorden. If a local committee had not 
been established all the local arrangements would have been organised and 
controlled by the County Committee, which would have been disastrous. A 
scheme for a local committee was prepared, and at a meeting of the Town 
Council held in January, 1916, the Town Clerk reported that the scheme had 
been approved; by the Statutory Committee. 


The scheme provided that the total number of members should be 25 
(subsequently increased to 28), of which not less than five were to be women, 
not less than five were to be representative of labour, and not less than five 
were to be persons who had within the Borough, either as members, of the 
Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Families’ Association or otherwise, been performing 
functions similar to those to be performed by the local committee. The 
members of the committee were to be appointed by the Town Council, except 
that the bodies or organisations entitled to separate representation were to be 
allowed to recommend to the Council the number of persons mentioned in the 
schedule. The schedule provided that the Todmorden Trades Council should 
nominate five members, of whom two at least must be: women ; the Todmorden 
branch of the Women’s Co-operative Guild one member, who must be a woman, 
and the local committee for the Prevention, and Relief of Distress, acting as 
the local branch of the Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Families’ Association, five 
members, of whom two at least must be women. 


The first committee was constituted as follows:— Trades Council: Mrs. 
A. H. Farrer, Robinwood House; Miss Bertha Stansfield, 46, Burnley Road; 
Mr. T. A. Taylor, 1, Ewood Lane; Mr. Abm. Fielden, Water Street; Mr. W. J. 
Tout, Weavers’ Institute. Women’s (o-operative Guild: Mrs J. W. Bentley, 
Park Road. Local Relief Committee: Mrs. A. W. Barrett, 147, Halifax Road ; 
Mrs. R. A. Thorp, Waterside House; Mr. E. Crabtree, Stansfield Cottage ; 
Mr. J. P. Hoyle, Glenroyd; Mr. J. J. Tatham, J.P., Stoodley Lodge. The 
Town Council appointed the following as members :— Miss Anne Barker, Rose 
Bank; Mrs. J. H. Crossley, Byrom Street; His .Worship the Mayor (Ald. R. 
Jackson, J.P.), Aldermen J. R. Dawson, T. Greenwood and F. Pickles; 
Councillors E. Crabtree, A. S. Crossley, W. Greenwood and N. Starkie; Mr. 
Wm. Aspinall, Thorn Lea, Cornholme; Mr. John Barker, Thorn Hill; Mr. 
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Fredk. Lee, Woodlands; and Mr. Jas. Whitaker, 330, Halifax Road. There 
were many changes in the personnel of the committee from time to time, and 
the following were subsequently added :— Major R. H. Barker, M.P., Captain 
J. K. Sutcliffe, Councillor 'T. Stansfield, Mrs. Midgley and Mrs. F. Whitham 
(representing widows and dependants), Rev. I. H. Gibson, Messrs. T. H. 
Halstead, J. T. S. Mitchell, 1. F. Mitchell, KH. F. Priestley, B. Meadowcroit, 
B. Walton and G. Windsor, J.P. Messi. J. H. Atkinson, J. Firth, and other 
representatives of the local branch of the Discharged and Demobilised Sailors’ 
and Soldiers’ Association rendered useful service, as did also Mr. Kinest Holt 
as enquiry officer, and Messrs. ‘T. Ogden, and G, Stansfield, of Cornholne. 
‘The Mayor was appointed chairman, but owing to his multifarious duties the 
work of chairman devolved almost entirely upon Mr. J. P. Hoyle, the 
vice-chairman, who devoted himself whole-heartedly to the work from, its 
inception. The Town Clerk acted as hon. secretary, and the Borough 
Treasurer (Mr. Pickles) as treasurer. 


Ay the work grew it was found necessary to open a separate office at. the 
Town Hall. Murs. Il. Stephenson, of Walton House, was appointed assistant 
secretary soon. after the committee was constituted, and did a great deal, of 
valuable and sympathetic work. As the duties of the committee further 
increased Mr. R. H. Greenwood, of Walsden, was appointed in October, 1917, 
as assistant to deal with the discharged and demobilised men, and he also 
carried out his work most tactfully. 


The object of the Naval and Military War Pensions Act was to make better 
provision as to pensions, grants, and allowances to officers and men in the 
naval and military services, and their dependants, and for the care of officers 
and men disabled in consequence of the War. The powers and duties of the 
local committee were prescribed by the Act, and included the following :— 
To furnish applicants for pensions, ete., with information and, advice, to 
distribute supplementary grants made by the Statutory Committee, to make 
advances on account of pensions, etc., during delay in payment, and to make 
provision, subject to the approval of the Statutory Committee, for the care 
of disabled officers and men. 


As the War developed and the number of claims increased it was found 
that the Government were always a long way behind in the payment of 
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allowances and pensions, owing to the congestion of the work, and the local 
committee advanced such sums until the men got their back-pay. 


For the first eighteen months or so the meetings of the committee were 
held in private, with the result that, apart from those engaged in the work, 
and persons actually assisted, very little was known publicly of the excellent 
work that was being done. There were grounds for complaint and dissatis- 
faction, due to the dilatoriness and parsimony of the Ministry of Pensions, 
and the restrictions imposed on local committees by the Government. In 
every case, from the commencement of the work, the local committee did 
everything possible to afford the utmost assistance allowed by the regulations, 
and resolutions were constantly being passed and forwarded to the Ministry 
complaining of delays, urging the relaxation of ivitating and obnoxious 
regulations, and suggesting the adoption, of more liberal scales of payment. 


Arising out of the dissatisfaction engendered by the inadequate allowances 
fixed by the Government a meeting of discharged men was held at the 
Weavers’ Institute on the 13th June, 1917, at which a branch of the National 
Association, of Discharged Sailors and Soldiers was formed. It was stated that 
there were at that time from 250 to 300 discharged men in Todmorden, and 
that they had been unsuccessful in obtaining satisfactory treatment. Mr. Tout, 
secretary of the Weavers’ Association, spoke of the lethargy of the Government 
in regard to the claims of discharged men. Labour organisations, he said, had 
made a big effort to arouse public interest and sympathy, but there had been 
little response. They had had the sympathy, he said, of both the Local and 
the County Pensions Committees, and every discharged soldier who came 
before them got as much as they could possibly give him; the difficulty was 
with the committee in London. 


The meetings of the Local Pensions Committee were thrown open to the 
Press in January, 1918, and thenceforward the work of the committee began 
to be better known and appreciated by the public. At the first meeting open 
to the Press.the question was raised of holding day classes at which disabled - 
soldiers might be taught specified trades, including metal plate work, boot 
and shoe repairing, and book-keeping, but the idea was not found to be 
practicable, owing to the small number who were anxious for training in any 
particular trade. Trade Union difficulties were also raised. Other schemes 
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were adopted later, and many men, and one or two widows of deceased soldiers, 
were sent away for training. Some 22 men were trained in new occupations, 
including estate carpentry, boot and shoe repairing, dental mechanics, basket 
making, motor mechanics, poultry farming, clerical work, drawing-in, etc. 

A scheme was launched early in 1918 for the establishment of a Lord 
Roberts’ Memorial Workshop at Burnley, to cover an area which included 
Todmorden. ‘The local committee entered heartily into the scheme, and 
Todmorden’s quota of £600 towards the initial expenses was quickly raised. 
The amount actually raised, with interest, was over £790. Various obstacles 
and difficulties, however, were encountered, and the scheme hung fire until 
April, 1920. The various difficulties were eventually overcome, and the 
workshop was opened nearly three years after the scheme was first propounded. 

The Local Committee did an enormous amount of useful and_ self- 
sacrificing work, and did it throughout in an intensely sympathetic spirit. 
The meetings of the general committee were held monthly, and the business 
very often occupied from three to four hours, and was only got through in that 
time by the work of a number of sub-committees which also sat frequently until 
very late hours. One sub-committee had to deal with cases needing monetary 
relief; another watched the interests of men who had been temporarily or 
permanently disabled by war service; another (consisting wholly of women) 
had to deal with the care of orphan children and with the training of soldiers’ 
widows asi hurses, Masseuses, etc. 


The War Relief Committee worked in conjunction with the War Pensions 
Committee, and provided, where needed, additional assistance to soldiers’ and 
sailors’ families (1) in case of sickness; and (2) where, after investigation, 
Government allowances were found insufficient. They also endeavoured to 
remedy as far as possible the injustice of a regulation which limited, the period 
of Government allowance to 26 weeks in cases of sickness, whereas in cases 
a continuance of help for longer periods was urgently necessary. There were 
a number of lady visitors, who, along with the lady members of the 
committee, visited regularly the homes of those receiving relief, and rendered 
help in many ways. 


Mr. Hoyle, in a speech at a public meeting under the auspices of the 
local branch of the Discharged Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Association, held in 
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June, 1918, referring to this aspect of the work, and to the work of the Relief 
Committee, said that ever since the outbreak of war there had been a band of 
ladies, who, through the slush and the tog of our dark and dreary winters, 
and through the heat and dust of our hot summers had regularly visited 
soldiers’ dependants. ‘They had helped them with advice and support in 
various ways, and had brought reports about their position to the different 
meetings which had been, held almost nightly; and, just in the same way, and 
for the same length of time, public-spirited men in the town had been giving 
up their time, night after night, trying how best they could help the disabled 
and discharged soldiers and their dependants. 


A good deal of useful work was also done in the way of supplying and 
attending to the repair of artificial limbs, in setting discharged men up in 
new businesses, in re-establishing old businesses which had had to lapse as 
men went to the War, in securing extra hospital treatment, both as out-patients 
and in-patients, and in obtaining convalescent treatment for men who after 
discharge suffered from a recurrence of their disabilities. A sum of between 
£200 and £300 was obtained, from the King’s Fund to set up disabled men, and 
widows in business, so that they could once more become self-supporting. 


The office accommodation at the Town Hall proving insufticient to cope 
with the work, a new office was opened in Church Street. The Town Clerk, 
together with Mrs. Stephenson and Mr. Greenwood, resigned office in August, 
1919, to permit the work to be carried on by discharged men, and they were 
succeeded by two discharged soldiers, Mr. Arthur Marsden, Woodlands, as 
secretary, and Mr. Herbert Southwell, 74, Industrial Street, as assistant 
secretary. Other changes in the staff were necessitated from time to time. 


The committee had on its books at the beginning of September, 1919, 
some 740 names of men who had been assisted in various ways. Of these some 
nine or ten died atter their discharge from the Army, and in these, as in many 
other cases, funeral allowances were obtained. At a meeting of the Local 
Committee on 17th September, 1920, the secretary reported that the committee 
‘had dealt with 915 discharged and 202 demobilised men, a total of 1,117 
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whose cases had passed through the office. ‘Those had been dealt with in 
addition to widows’ cases. At the date of the report there were 41 cases 
undergoing treatment—30 out-patients, six on home treatment, and five in 
institutions. Altogether the work of the committee was of a most necessary 
and valuable character, and the sympathetic way in which the arduous and 
long-continued duties were carried out reflected great credit on those who 
gave themselves su unstintingly to this self-sacriticing work. 


BRITISH BLO 


Field Ambulance. 


Purchased out of Funds raised in Todmorden, 
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Locan War Funps. 


HROUGHOUT the War there were constant appeals for subscriptions 

to various war funds, and to all these appeals the public responded most 

generously. Scarcely a week passed without some special effort for one 
or other of the funds, and! nearly every public function was made the occasion 
for raising money for war objects. Large sums were obtained by direct 
subscription, and at the same time other methods of raising money were used, 
including whist drives, dances, concerts, dramatic performances, cricket, 
bowling and billiard matches, garden parties, flag days, etc. In addition to 
the large amounts tabulated below, many hundreds, if not thousands, of 
pounds were obtained by small efforts of various kinds. The first of the local 
funds to be started way the Local War Relief f Fund, which eventually reached 
the substantial figure of £1,938 lls. 5d. At the beginning of 1919, the fund 
having become exhausted, Meee appeal was made, which realised a further 
sum of £596 3s. Gd., while the local contributions to the Prince of Wales's 
Fund amounted to £579 16s. 9d. 


Among the earlier efforts to raise funds for war objects were Sunday 
evening concerts at the Hippodrome on 24th September, 1914, and at the 
Olympia on October 9th, which raised respectively £32 4s. Od. and £33 9s. 4d. 
for the Local Relief Fund. hese were followed by two more concerts on 
October 23rd and November (th, which resulted in the payment of £17 and 
£34 2s. Od. respectively to the same fund. 


Three whist drives were arranged by Mr. H. King, of Gandy Bridge, for 
the, Queen Mary's Needlework Guild, the Belgian Refugee Fund, and the 
Relief Fund respectively, and a total of £23 15s. Od. was obtained. The 
proceeds of the annual performance of “'The Messiah” by the Todmorden 
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Musical Society at Christmas, 1914, realised £20 for the Relief Fund, and a 
whist drive at the Weavers’ Institute for the Queen Mary's Needlework Guild 
yielded a like sum. A concert given by children trained by Miss Effie Taylor 
produced £23 for the Relief Fund, and a dramatic performance at the 
Hippodrome by local amateurs made aj profit of over £50. Efforts of a similar 
character were made almost weekly in the earlier years of the War. A flag 
day for the Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild on 28th June, 1915, raised the 
handsome sum of £166; a gymkhana in Centre Vale Park on July 24th, for 
the benefit of Centre Vale Hospital produced £460; a garden party and féte 
at The Shaw the following Saturday for the benefit of Distressed Belgians in 
Belgium, realised £230; a flag day for the Belgian Refugees’ Fund in 
September produced £149; and a flag day for the Red Cross Society on 
October 23rd realised £100. These are but examples of scores of efforts made 
during the early days of the War. 


Three of the largest efforts made were for the Red Cross Society in 
March, 1916, which realised £2,583, for the Y.M.C.A. in August of the same 
year, which raised the sum of £1,752, and a second appeal for the Red Cross 
Society in January, 1918, which raised £2,400. For these efforts collectors 
were appointed and a systematic canvass was made of the town. Mr, Fred 
Hirst acted as secretary for both the Red Cross appeals, and in that capacity 
rendered very devoted and useful service. 


The most notable of what may be called individual or sectional efforts 
were made by the management and employees of Mons Mull, who by three 
efforts in the summers of 1915, 1916, and 1917, raised respectively £100, 
£360, and £400, in addition to £70, the proceeds of a sale by auction of a, bale 
of cotton, all in aid of the funds of Centre Vale Hospital. The local Farmers’ 
Association also made two notable contributions—a whist drive which raised 
over £25, and a big effort in the Park which made a, profit of £250—these also 
being for the funds of Centre Vale Hospital. 


Among other svecial efforts made may be mentioned Mr. Harry King’s 
gymkhana for the local Prisoners of War Fund, in the summer of 1918, which 
realised £226 ds. Od., and a féte and gala promoted by the Shade Soldiers’ and 
Sailors’ Fund for the same object, about a week later, which further augmented 
the same fund by £142 11s. 3d. 
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The Meadow Bottom Mothers rendered valuable service in connection 
with many of these efforts, and throughout the War raised considerable sums, 
especially for the benefit of the soldiers and sailors from, their own district. 
Many efforts were made on behalf of the St. Dunstan’s Hostel for Blinded 
Soldiers and Sailors, the sums raised amounting in the aggregate to many 
hundreds of pounds, and in addition to efforts for such objects as the Red Cross 
Society, Y.M.C.A., Belgian Refugees, Prisoners of War, etc., special appeals 
were made for the Lord Roberts’ Memorial Workshop, the Blue Cross Fund 
(for wounded horses), hospitals at Alexandria and in France, for a holiday 
home for soldiers at Lowestoft, Polish and’ Serbian victims of the War, and 
later for the starving children of Vienna. 


Large sums, amounting to many hundreds of pounds, were also raised 
by the various Sunday Schools and workshops of the Borough for the purpose 
of sending parcels of food and other comforts, especially at Christmas time, 
to the soldiers in whose interest they were more particularly concerned. 


The following table shows the amounts raised by some of the principal 
funds, but the list is not to be regarded as exhaustive : — 


&os. d. & s. di 
Local Relief Fund _... ve soe IBIS Tl 4%) Prisoners of War _... ne .. 1417 18 11 
Local Relief Fund (2nd Appeal) ... 596 3 6 Centre Vale Hospital ... ee ... 4895-15. 6 
National Relief Fund ... diss co I) Queen Mary’s Needlework Gmild ... 2000 0 0 
Belgian Refugees Local Fund ... 108219 8 Holiday Home for Soldiers at 
Relief of Belgians in Belgium ... 2111 111 Lowestoft . =, Bes edo ee 10) 
Hospital at Alexandria ne ae 203 8 8 Y.W.C.A. (Women’s Day) ... oes LOTIONS 
D.C.M Fund ... ae ie joo IL ANS AU Lord Roberts’ Memorial Workshop 750 0 7 
Y.M.C.A. ws as ae . 175217 7  Cornholme Ward S, and 8. Fund... 872 12 113 
Red Cross Society (Ist Appeal) ... 2583 0 0 War Memorial Scheme ee Slee iee a) il 
Red Cross Society (Textile Workers) 300 0 0 Volunteer Training Corps ... coo felial) ) D 
Red Cross Society (2nd Appeal) ... 2400 0 0 St. Dunstan’s Hostel for the Blind 500 0 0 


‘These sums were almost entirely raised by means of appeals made by the 
Mayor, who was willingly assisted by local committees. Mr. J. P. Hoyle, 


‘Mr. E. Crabtree, and others rendered signal service in organising various 


appeals. The local Press appealed for subscriptions to the Prisoners of War 
Fund, and raised over £1,000, the balance of which was subsequently handed 
over to the Mayor’s Fund. 
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In the early days of the War people of means were asked to spend as much 
as they could afford in order to encourage trade, but before the War had been 
long in progress the opposite policy was advocated. All classes were urged to 
spend as little as possible, to avoid waste, and to economise in every direction, 
not only in what might be called luxuries, but in food and drink, in, gas, coal, 
and electricity, and eyen in railway and other methods of travelling, in order 
that the full resources of the nation might be available for the successful 
prosecution of the War. 


A meeting in connection with a new organisation called the National 
War Savings Association was held at the Town Hall in August, 1916, the 
Mayor in the chair. It was decided to form a local War Savings Committee, 
with the Mayor as chairman, Mr. C. A. Linley, manager of the Manchester 
and Liverpool District Bank, as treasurer, and later Mr. Frank Elders was 
appointed hon. secretary. War Savings Associations were set up in connection 
with day and Sunday schools, mills, and other institutions. At a general 
meeting of the Todmorden Central War Savings Association, and the secretaries 
of the branches formed in connection therewith, held on 26th January, 1917, 
the secretary revorted that there were 18 branches in connection with schools 
and kindred organisations. Tt had previously been decided not to approach the 
mills till the schools had been dealt with, but it was considered that the time 


had now come when branches should be established in connection with the 
mills and workshops. 


Karly in 1917 the Government; invited the country to contribute to a great. 
War Loan, and on the 12th February a War Loan meeting was held in the 
Town Hall. The Mayor presided, and the speakers were Mr. J. S. Higham, 
M.P., Mr. Edward B. Fielden, J.P., D.L., Sir Ryland Adkins, M.P., Mr. John 
Barker, and Mr. Geo. Windsor, J.P. The secretary of Mons Mill Company 
wrote stating that the directors of the mill had subscribed £8,000 to the War 
Loan, and had decided to vurechase £300 worth of 15s. 6d. War Savings 
Certificates, which were to be offered to their workneople at 14s. 6d. each, 
payable in small weekly instalments. The workpeovle of Messrs. Caleb Hoyle, 
Ltd., subscribed £2,300, and other firms had similar schemes on hand. It 
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was reported that successful War Savings Associations had, been carried on 
for some time at Eastwood, Roomfield, Shade, Walsden, Harley Wood, Vale, 
and Cornholme Council Schools, and Todmorden National School, at Shore, 
Lydgate, Bridge Street, Mankinholes, Roomfield, and the Parish Church 
Sunday Schools, Bridge Street Women’s Guild, the Unitarian Women’s 
League, Frostholme Mill, and Messrs. Wilsons’ Bobbin Works. 


During the following year the public were urged to purchase National 
War Bonds, and the amounts subscribed by the various towns throughout the 
country were published in the daily and weekly Press. In March, 1918, it 
was reported that the amount subscribed in Todmorden in 22 weeks was 


£33,690. 


From March 4th to 9th, 1918, a special effort was made in Todmorden 
under the name of the Todmorden Business Men’s Week. The town was asked 
to raise not less than £65,000 towards the new Government War Loan, 
representing £2 10s. Od. per head of the population. The amount actually 
invested was £152,595, which was equal to about £6 per head of the population. 
Todmorden Corporation and the Mons Mill Company each invested £10,000. 


The War Savings’ Associations throughout the Borough worked hard, and 
did splendidly. Messrs. Wilson Brothers’ War Savings Association took up 
1,668 War Savings Certificates, representing £1,292 14s. O0d.: Messrs. Joshua 
Smith, Ltd., 1,660, representing £1,286 10s. Od.; Messrs. Crabtree and Farrar, 
670, representing, £519: Roomfield Girls’ School bought 317 certificates, 
bringing up their total since the inauguration of the scheme to 1,050 
certificates ; the Boys’ School bought. 360, bringing up their total to 972. The 
Unitarian Women’s League contributed £238, and the (Co-operative Women’s 
Guild over £100. Cormholme Council School raised £24, bringing up their 
total since inauguration to £481. Lumbutts Council School raised £72 during 
the week. 


In July, 1919, another bie effort was made locally for the great Vietory 
Loan which was being raised by the Government, and on this occasion 
Todmorden invested the sum of £104,890, 
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MIscELLANEOUS. 


N addition to the movements and events set forth in detail in the preceding 
chapters, there were many miscellaneous incidents in connection with the 
War which are worth putting on record. 


HORSES FOR THE ARMY, 


In the first week of the War Mr. S. Cliffe, veterinary surgeon, was 
appointed for this district to purchase remounts for the Army, and about 40 
were purchased and sent away for Army purposes. Early in October the 
Corporation received notice from the military authorities commandeering two 
of the local motor buses. The bodies were removed and the chassis sent away 
to be converted into motor lurries, for despatch to Salisbury Plain. 


A POLITICAL TRUCE. 


On 4th September, 1914, a meeting of representatives of the various 
political parties in the Borough, convened by the Mayor, was held in the Town 
tall to consider the question of the fortheoming Municipal Elections, with a 
view to the avoidance of contests during the War. After a lengthy consultation 
it was decided to recommend to the organisations represented that no councillor 
seeking re-election at the forthcoming elections should be opposed, and that in 
case of the resignation of any sitting member the nomination of a successor 
should be left to the party to which the retiring member belonged. This 
decision was loyally acted upon at all elections both in connection with the 


Town Council, the Board of Guardians, and the County Council for the 
duration of the War. 
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MISCELLANKOUS. 
TREAT TO SOLDIERS’ DEPENDANTS. 


On the 12th December, 1914, the Mayor and Mayoress: gave the first of a 
series of treats to the dependants of the men from the Borough serving with 
the Colours. There was a gathering of about 800 mothers, fathers, sisters, 
brothers, sweethearts, ete., representing as many ‘odmorden men serving in 
the ranks at home and abroad. The proceedings comprised a tea and 
entertainment, and among the guests present, either at the tea or the 
entertainment, were wounded soldiers from Centre Vale Hospital, soldiers home 
on furlough, and a number of the Belgian refugees who had found temporary 
domicile in the town. The Mayor, in responding to a vote of thanks, 
announced that each of the guests would receive a package containing a sample 
of Canadian cheese, which had been sent by the Government of Canada for 
distribution among the families of soldiers and sailors. 


INTERCESSION SUNDAY. 


Sunday, 3rd January, 1915, was, at the suggestion of His Majesty the 
King, dedicated by the Churches of the land to a solemn intercession on behalf 
of the nation and empire, and Todmorden took its part in this great national 
appeal. In the morning a special service was held in the Parish Church, and 
was preceded by a procession, in which the Mayor and Corporation, public 
otticials, representatives of friendly societies and other bodies, and the newly- 
constituted Volunteer Training Corps took part. Despite unfavourable weather, 
there was a large attendance, including wounded soldiers from, Centre Vale 
Hospital, in charge of nurses and orderlies. The Vicar, Rev. C. P. Keeling, 
M.A., preached, and read special intercessory prayers. Collections for the 
Red Cross Society realised £10 7s. 6d., which sum was augmented by collections 
at St. Mary’s and St. Aidan’s to over £17. 


In the afternoon. a service for the Nonconformist Churches was held at 
York Street Wesleyan Church. This service was also attended by the Mayor 
and Corporation and other public representatives, and there was again a 
crowded: attendance. The Vicar also took part in this service, as did also 
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several of the Nonconformist ministers of the district. The collection was on 
behalf of the Centre Vale Hospital and the Belgian Refugee Fund. 


These were the first of a large number of similar services held in the 
various Churches of the Borough throughout the War, more especially in the 
early days. They were usually well attended, and of a very impressive 
character, and the collections were usually for some war object. 


In addition to these services of a more or less united character, the 
Established Churches made a practice each year of holding commemoration 
services on All Saints’ Day, at which special reference was made to the fallen. 


As the War proceeded, nearly every Church and Sunday School held 
frequent gatherings for the raising of funds to help the numerous war objects, 
and to send parcels of comforts or gifts of money to their members serving with 
the Forces, especially at Christmas time. These gifts, and the letters 
accompanying them, were very much appreciated. At many of the Schools, 
also, there were sewing committees at work, and these did a great amount of 
useful service in connection with the Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild, and 
in other ways. 


At the close of the War most of the Schools arranged re-union gatherings 
for the men retummed from service, and erected suitable war memorials to 
commemorate the fallen, as well as to recognise the self-sacrificing service of 
those of their members who had joined the Forces. 


TODMORDEN S POSTWOMEN. 


Owing to the number of men called away for war purposes many of the 
public services experienced great difficulty in carrying on, and there arose the 
necessity for women to fill the vacant places in occupations which had always 
hitherto been monopolised by men. In July, 1915, Todmorden’s first 
postwoman, Miss Johnson, of Roomfield Manse Cottage, commenced her duties, 
and later many others entered the service. They carried out their duties to 
the entire satisfaction of the postmaster and the public. 
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During the extra pressure of work at ( thristmas, 1915. finding the local 
Labour Exchange could only supply him with about one-quarter of the extra 
labour he required for the Christmas rush, the local postmaster made a request 
to the headmaster of the Secondary School to release the senior students of 
both sexes for the delivery of town letters for the period from December 21st 
to January Ist. Fourteen of the elder students volunteered for the work, 
namely, five boys and nine girls, all over 16 years of age. 


LIQUOR CONTROL. 


In November, 1915, the Liquor Control Board reduced the hours during 
which intoxicating liquors might be supplied on licensed premises, including 
registered clubs. The hours fixed were 12 to 2-30, and 6-30 to 9-30 p.m. on 
week-days, and between 12-30 and 2-30 and 6 and 9 p-m. on Sundays. The 
hours of sale for consumption off the premises were correspondingly restricted. 
There was also put into force a new order called the “No Treating Order,” 
which made it illegal for one person to pay for drink for any other person on 
licensed premises. About the time of the Armistice the closing hour was 
extended from 9-30 to 10 p.m., and the “ No Treating Order ”’ was abolished. 


SOLDIER MUSICIANS. 


An interesting feature during the War was the useful service in 
connection with their art rendered by the many local musicians who had joined 
the Forces, more particularly in the various training camps. Among those 
who were prominent in this respect were Sergt. Wilfred Gaukroger, M.M., 
Lance-Corpl. Barker Beaumont, Bandsman Moody (vocalists), Bombardier 
Charles Suthers, Mr. Edgar Halstead, and Bombardier Barker Greenwood 
(organists), Bandmaster Arthur Laycock (cornettist and conductor), Mr. 
Arthur Greenwood, and Sergt. Bob Johnson (revue, writer and comedian). 
Sergt. Johnson wrote a panto-revue which was produced at the Grand Theatre, 
Arras, about Christmas, 1918, and met with such success from the first night 
that the authorities decided to send the company on tour. The revue was 
subsequently produced at Valenciennes, Cambrai, Lille, Cologne, and other 
towns. 
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TREAT TO WAR WIDOWS AND ORPHANS. 


At Christmas, 1916, the local branches of the British Socialist Party and 
the Independent Labour Party, assisted by other friends, gave the first of 
what proved to be a very successful series of annual treats to the War orphans 
and War widows of the Borough. The movement owed its inception to Mr. 
Thos. A. Taylor, a prominent local Socialist, who presided at the first 
gathering, and after his death the treat was known as the Tom Taylor Treat. 
At the first gathering there were 90 war orphans and 40 widows entertained. 
The numbers increased year by year, until in 1919 the number of orphans 
present was over 200. 


RAILWAY RESTRICTIONS. 


In January, 1917, railway fares were increased 50 per cent., and the 
service was greatly restricted. A great many trains were cancelled, express 
trains were replaced by slow trains, and many of the smaller stations were 
closed. 

PACIFISTS REFUSED A HEARING. 


Throughout the War there was a small section of the community who 
were opposed to the War, and especially to conscription, and their attitude 
was much resented, especially by the serving soldiers and their relatives. In 
November, 1917, Mrs. Philip Snowden was announced to speak in the Town 
Hall under the auspices of the local branch of the I.L.P., with the Labour 
candidate for the Sowerby Division in the chair. The proposal to hold such 
a meeting at such a critical period of the War aroused considerable opposition, 
especially among the discharged soldiers, who through their Association sent 
a strong letter of protest to the Town Council against the Town Hall being 
let for such a purpose. On the evening fixed for the meeting the discharged 
soldiers held a protest meeting at the circular end of the Town Hall, after 
which they divided into sections, and blockaded the various entrances with 
a view to preventing ‘anybody from entering. Large crowds assembled, who 
were almost entirely in sympathy with the action of the discharged men, and 
the local police made no effort to interfere. The promoters were refused 
admission to the hall, and the meeting had to be abandoned. 
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LOCAL AIRMAN’S VISIT. 


In December, 1917, the town had an interesting visit from a local airman 
in his flying machine. Lieut. Stuart Gill, in taking a new machine from 
Newcastle to France, came by way of Todmorden. He hovered over the town, 
performing some interesting evolutions, and after dropping a letter for his 
mother proceeded in the direction of Halifax on his way to France. 


LIEUT.-COL. GLEDHILL’S PROPAGANDA) WORK IN AMERICA, 


Also in December, 1917, Lieut.-Col. J. J. Gledhill, who had been invalided 
from the Army in consequence of wounds received in Gallipoli, was appointed 
a member of the British’ Propaganda Mission to America, and during his seven 
months’ stay there visited many States and ,addressed’ several hundreds of 
meetings. Throughout May, 1918, he was engaged mainly in the State of 
Kentucky, and in June he began work under the United States Treasury in 
the State of Missouri, appealing on behalf of the American War Savings 
Campaign. On July 1st he commenced to speak on behalf of the United States 
Emergency Fleet Corporation, which was engaged in building a new mercantile 
fleet. He addressed meetings at most of the principal coal mines, engineering 
shops, and steel furnaces in Tennessee, Kentucky and Illinois, often speaking 
four or five times a day. He continued the same work in August, speaking 
in the States of Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Georgia, Tennessee, 
and Ohio. In September and. October he was working again for the United 
States Treasury on behalf of the Fourth Liberty Loan, and his district 
comprised the States of Arkansas and Oklahama. Special trains were placed 
at his disposal, with war exhibits, which included captured guns and other 
war material. Having concluded his work he sailed from New York on 
November 20th, and arrived home on November 29th, having received 
congratulatory letters from the secretary of the United States Treasury, the 
chairman of the American Red Cross Society, and the head of the United 
States Emergency Fleet Corporation. 


WAR WORK OF THE MAYOR AND MAYORESS. 


Among those remaining at home who rendered conspicuous service in 
connection with the War, special mention should be made of the: unwearied 
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and devoted efforts of Ald. and Mrs. Robt. Jackson, who, as Mayor and 
Mayoress of the Borough during the whole period of the War, took the leading 
part in practically all the war efforts made during those strenuous and anx1ous 
years. Ald. Jackson was on the point of completing his third year of office 
as Mayor when war broke out, and in the ordinary course would have retired 
from the office on Ith November, 1914, but in view of the exceptional 
circumstances the Council invited him to accept oftice for a fourth year, the 
general expectation being that the War would be over before the time arrived 
for the next’ Mayoral election. As the War dragged on, the same process was 
repeated year after year, and in response to the unanimous invitation of the 
Council, and with the entire approval of the burgesses, Ald. Jackson was 
re-elected as Mayor in 1915-16-17-18, finally retiring from the office on 
9th November, 1919, when he was succeeded as Mayor by Ald. J. R. Dawson. 


In recognition of their services as Mayor and Mayoress for the 
unprecedented period of eight years, and particularly for their untiring efforts 
during the War, the Town Council decided to present to Ald. and Mrs. Jackson 
the freedom) of the Borough. The ceremony took place on 24th February, 
1919. The scroll on which was inscribed the resolution conferring! the freedom 
was contained in a magnificent silver casket, and in addition Ald. and Mrs. 
Jackson were presented with a handsome mahogany bureau, and a silver tea 
and coffee service, purchased from funds publicly subscribed. The war services 
rendered by; Ald. and Mrs. Jackson were summarised in the resolution adopted 
by the Town Council as follows :— 


“ During their Mayoralty, sams amounting to over £20,000 were raised 
for various war charities by public appeals made by Ald. Jackson as Mayor. 


“As chairman of the local committee for the Prevention and Relief of 
Distress, the War Pensions Committee, the Food Control Committee, the Local 
Tribunal, the Centre Vale Military Hospital Committee, the Recruiting 
Committee, the Volunteers’ Committee, the Belgian Relief Committee, the 
Local War Savings Committee, and the local committees for the following, 
among other funds, National Rehef Fund, British Red Cross Society Fund, 
Y.M.C.A. Fund, the Fund for Relief of Belgians in Belgium, Lord Roberts’ 
Memorial Workshop Fund, Alexandria Convalescent Home for Wounded 
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Soldiers, and Prisoners of War Fund, Ald. Jackson has done noble work to 
assist in the successful prosecution of the Great War. 


‘ As president of the local branch of Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild, and 
of the House Committee of the Centre Vale Military Hospital, and in many 
other ways, Mrs. Jackson helped to comfort our sailors and soldiers, to alleviate 
the lot of the men who were wounded in defence of their country. 


“ By their unostentatious generosity, their inspiring optimism, their 
unfailing courtesy, and their exemplary sacrifices, Ald. and Mrs. Jackson have 
endeared themselves to the people. During a Mayoralty unprecedented in its 
strain and length of service they have at all times maintained the dignity of 
the ottice and possessed the entire confidence of the inhabitants.” 


MAJOR BARKER, M.P. 


Soon after the signing of the Armistice in November, 1918, Parliament 
was dissolved, and the Coalition Government, with Mr. Lloyd George: at its 
head, appealed to the country for a mandate to settle the peace. Mr. J. S. 
Higham (Liberal) was the: retiring member for the Sowerby Division. He had’ 
given a general support to the Coalition Government, and at the election was 
included in the list of official Coalition candidates, but during the campaign 
it was understood that he was not making use of the Coalition ticket, and was 
appealing as an Independent Liberal. Mr. J. W. Ogden, J.P., was the Labour 
candidate, and Mr. W. A. Simpson-Hinchliffe, J.P., of Cragg Hall, who had 
previously contested! the Division, was adopted as the Conservative and 
Unionist candidate. Mr. Simpson-Hinchliffe was to have opened his campaign 
at_ a meeting held in the Todmorden ‘Town Hall on Monday, December 2nd, 
and a considerable sensation was produced at this meeting by the announce- 
ment that Mr. Simpson-Hinchliffe had decided to withdraw from the contest 
owing to pressure brought to bear from, the party headquarters in London, who 
were informed that Mr. Higham would be given the Coalition ticket. 


The following evening (the eve of nomination day) another surprise was 
sprung on the constituency by the announcement that Major R. H. Barker had 
been adopted as the candidate of the Discharged Sailors’ and Soldiers’ 
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Association, and he was duly nominated the following morning (December 4th), 
along with Mr. Higham and Mr. Ogden. The contest was short and sharp. 
Polling toek place on Saturday, December 14th, and the result was declared 
a furtnight later, as follows :— 


Major R. H. BARKER (DS. and 8S.) ...) ... 8,287 
Mr. J. W. OGDEN (Labour) ... ... ... 7,306 
Mr. J.S. HIGHAM (Inberal) -.. .... ... -6,778 


In his speech at the Soldiers’ Club after the declaration of the poll, Major 
Barker said he felt that his election was a direct message to the Government 
that the people of the Sowerby Division ;were determined to insist that the 
sailors’ and soldiers’ wives and dependants were to be treated fairly. That, he 
said, had been the main plank of his platform. Several Discharged Sailors’ 
and Soldiers’ candidates contested in various parts of the country, but Major 
Barker was the only one to secure election. His position in the new House of 
Commons was, therefore, a unique one, and his energies during the life of the 
Parliament were directed almost entirely to safeguarding the interests of 
ex-Service men and their dependants. To this end he also rendered valuable 
service on the Local War Pensions Committee. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 
THe War Memoria, anp GARDEN oF REMEMBRANCE. 


For Peace must be bought with blood and tears, 
And the boys of our hearts must pay; 

And so in the joy of our after years 
Let us bless them every day, 


ITH the signing of the Armistice the question arose of the provision of 
\ \ / a suitable memorial to commemorate the devotion and sacrifice of the 

Todmorden men who had served, both those who had fallen and those 
who had lived through the War, and on 29th J anuary, 1919 a public meeting 
was held in the Court Room, convened by the Mayor, to decide what, if 
anything, should be done. 


The proposal was taken up very heartily, and many schemes were 
suggested. Some of these were considered to be too materialistic in ch aracter, 
designed merely to save the. ratepayers’ pockets, and the view was strongly 
expressed that while the memorial should be a reminder and an inspiration to 
future generations the opportunity should be utilised of doing something 
practical for those who had suffered as a result of the War. Among the schemes 
suggested, and rejected, were an art gallery and museum, a cottage hospital, 
an institution on Y.M.C.A. lines, and the razing of the buildings between 
Church Street and Water Street, and the, provision of an open space on which 
any proposed monument might be erected, 


The scheme ultimately adopted, with some modifications, was one 
proposed by Mr. J. P. Hoyle. This was the raising of a fund for the benefit 
of the men who had been disabled and the dependants of disabled and fallen 
men, together with some monument or tablet to the memory of the fallen. 
This scheme met with general approval, and a committee was appointed to 
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carry it into effect. At another meeting held on May 9th, Mr. Hoyle further 
elaborated his scheme, and suggested that the sum of £6,000 should be raised 
irrespective of the amount necessary to defray the cost of the memorial to the 
fallen. In the discussion which followed the opinion was expressed that the 
sum named was insufticient for the object in view, and it was agreed that the 
sum to be aimed at should be raised to £10,000. 


A sub-committee was appointed to consider and report upon the scheme, 
and at a public meeting held on 25th November, 1919, the committee 
submitted a report which recommended: (1) That the sum of £10,000 be 
raised as » memorial to cemmemorate the services rendered by the inhabitants 
of the Borough in the Great War, and especially by those who had made the 
supreme sacrifice; (2) that the amount raised be used in the following 
approximate proportions (a) £1,000 for the erection of a, granite cross or other 
outside memorial to be placed in Centre Vale Park, suitably inscribed, 
(£5,000 to be invested to provide a permanent income for the assistance of 
needy cases of demobilised and discharged soldiers and sailors of the Borough 
and their dependants, the dependants of Todmorden soldiers and sailors still 
serving, the widows and dependants of soldiers and sailors who had lost their 
lives in the War, and deserving civilian cases of distress, (¢) £4,000 to be 
invested and used as required in the next ten or fifteen years for the additional 
assistance of the cases referred to in paragraph (6) except civilian cases. 


The scheme was adopted unanimously, and it was decided that the fund 
be invested in the names of twelve trustees, the following being appointed first 
trustees to act for life: — Major R. H. Barker, M.P., Capt. Jas. Mitchell, R.F.C., 
Rey. J. H. Lomax, Ald. T. Greenwood, Ald. R. Jackson, J.P., Mr. J. H. 
Atkinson, Mr. Walter Barker, Mr. E. B. Fielden, J.P., D.L., Mr. J. P. Hoyle, 
Dr. Harold Thorp, and Mr. W. J. Tout, J.P. Sub-committees were appointed 
to make an appeal for funds, and to consider the question of the outside 
memorial. 


On Wednesday, December 5rd, a meeting of the employers of the Borough 
was held to consider the scheme, and to decide what support should be given 
to it. Mr. John Barker presided. Mr. Hoyle suggested that the local cotton 
manufacturers should subscribe at the rate of 3d. per spindle and 5s. per loom, 
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which he estimated would raise £7,500, and that the employers in other trades 
should be asked to contribute pro rata. A strong feeling was expressed at this 
meeting that the proposed monument to the fallen should be on a much larger 
and nobler scale than could be provided with the £1,000 originally allocated 
for that purpose, and to raise the extra amount required it was recommended 
that the sum to be aimed at should be increased from £10,000 to £12,500, the 
extra £2,500 to be devoted to the outside memorial in addition to the £1,000 
previously proposed. 


The scheme, amended as suggested, was unanimously adopted. Aun appeal, 
issued by the Mayor, contained the following :— 


* We were all proud of the noble response made by our own men to the 
eall to fight for Freedom, we were proud of the generous contributions of our 
townspeople to the many appeals for various funds made during the War, 
and I confidently believe that when we consider the great sacrifices made for 
us, and the position in which we should have been placed had not those 
sacrifices been made, the thank-offerings of my townspeople will be generously 
and willingly given to this fund.” 


The respouse to the appeal was most gratifying, and testified to the 
appreciation which was felt by the townspeople of the sacrifices which had 
been made. In about a month the amount promised exceeded £10,000, and 
the fund eventually, with interest, reached a total of £13,500. 


THE GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE. 


The Outside Memorial Sub-Committee recommended that the Rose 
Garden, at Centre Vale Park should be set aside as a ‘Garden of 
Remembrance,” with a suitable monument and tablets containing the names 
of the fallen. The proposal was accepted, and the use of the site selected was 
granted by the Parks Committee and the Town Council. 


The Sub-Committee immediately got to work, and at the first meeting 
the Town Clerk was instructed to communicate with Mr. Gilbert. Bayes, of 
London, the well-known sculptor, and son of the late Mr. Alfred Bayes, 
formerly of Todmorden, and with Mr. Norman Thorp, F.R.I.B.A., of the firm 
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of Messrs. Thorp and Claypole, architects, London, son of the late Dr. C. W. 
Thorp, of Todmorden, enquiring if they would be willing to collaborate in 
designing a scheme for the Outside Memorial in Centre Vale Park. These 
gentlemen gladly accepted the commission, and after consulting with the 
Sub-Committee submitted two alternative schemes—one at an estimated cost 
of about £3,500, the other at an, estimated cost of £5,000. The larger scheme 
embraced practically all the features of the smaller scheme, with the addition 
of what was known as a sunken water garden. Not having sufficient funds for 
the larger scheme, the committee adopted the smaller scheme, but with the 
proviso that the water garden should be subsequently added if the necessary 
funds could be obtained. 


When the scheme was originally launched there was a great temporary 
boom in trade, and there had been little difficulty in raising the first 
substantial sum of £13,500. Unfortunately, when the time came for raising 
the additional sum for the larger scheme, a severe depression in trade had set 
in, and the larger scheme had to be reluctantly abandoned. 


The contracts for the work were let in February, 1921, Mr. Bayes being 
engaged for the sculptor’s work, Mr. J. M. Firth, contractor, Todmorden, for 
the mason’s work and the general lay-out of the grounds and paths, and Messrs. 
John Daymond and Sons, London, for the name tablets. Mr. Fred Law, the 
head gardener, was responsible for the nurseryman’s work, The general 
scheme was designed by Mr. Thorp, and carried out under his personal 
supervision. ‘The site embraced what was known as the Rose Garden and 
the Ornamental Flower Garden, both facing the Terrace, and the conversion 
necessitated the removal of a large conservatory which formerly stood in the 
middle of the site. The whole of the beds were remodelled, necessitating an 
entire re-arrangement of the paths and the erection of two new entrances. 


The principal entrance faces Harehill, and leads by a central path to the 
Terrace wall, where the main feature is placed. This consists of a sculptured 
erection, 1n a water basin. The central figure, which forms a fountain, is 
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between 11 and 12 feet high, and consists of a shaft of Portland stone, rising 
from the surface of the water, surmounted by a fully armed figure of St. George, 
leaning upon his sword. The figure stands upon a dragon, the heads of which 
form the spouts from, which long lines of water descend into the basin. 


The shaft is a. four-sided pillar, round which is a frieze of women’s figures 
carrying votive offerings of laurel, bay and palm in honour of the men who 
have fallen. Above is a globe, symbol of the world which the dragon sought 
to dominate, and on which he now lies conquered, and over him stands 
St. George triumphant—symbol of the victory over evil. 


The Terrace wall was rebuilt and heightened, and treated to harmonise 
with the existing work. In a curved recess forming the background of the 
basin is set a Portland stone tablet: bearing the following dedicatory 
inscription :— 


“1914-18.” 


“These are they who, being peaceable citizens of Todmorden, at 
the call of King and Country, and in defence of their Native Land, 
left all that was dear to them, endured hardship, faced danger, and 
finally passed out of the sight of Man by the path of Duty and 
Self-sacrifice, giving up their own lives that others might live in 
Freedom.” 


“Their name liveth for evermore.’ 


The remainder of the gardens are laid out with grass and flower beds, 
and in the centre two sculptured figures of children are placed. These figures 
are in Portland stone. One child holds a laurel-wreathed shield with the 
Borough arms upon its, the base being inscribed: “ The Shield of Honour.” 
The other child holds a lighted lamp, and at the base of this figure is 
inscribed: “The Lamp of Memory.’ The figures of the two children are 
intended to represent that the sacrifice was made not only for the present 
generation but for those who come after. The sculptured figures are the work 
of Mr. Bayes. 
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LIST OF THE FALLEN, 


The tablets containing the names of the fallen are placed on the Terrace 
wall, facing the garden. They are in six bays of four tablets each—three bays 
on each side of the water basin. They are of Portland stone, the lettering 
being in incised plain block characters, names in black and regiments in red. 
The names of the fallen men are arranged alphabetically, without distinction 
as to rank, under their respective regiments, and the regiments are arranged 
in the order of seniority, according to the Army List. The names on the 
tablets number 659, representing over 70 different regiments. Every 
precaution was taken to make the list as complete and accurate as possible, 
but the work was one of great difficulty and delicacy. The following is a list 
of the names as they appear on the tablets :— 


Royal Navy. 
Jack, Glover. 
John B. Heyworth. 


Walter S. Kingsbury. 
Albert Whitaker. 


Royal Naval Division. 


James T. Harrison. 
Arnold Leah. 
Harry Trollope. 


6th Inniskilling Drag. 


Wright Greenwood. 


14th Hussars. 
Ernest H. Willan. 


City of London 
Yeomanry. 
Alfred G. Spencer. 


R.F.A. 


Arthur Ashworth, 
Horace Ashworth. 
Ernest Barker. 
James W. Barker. 
Jim Craven. 
Walter Crowther. 
Fred Dawson. 
Charles S. Dennet:. 
W. Dearden. 


Irving Greenwoof. 
Walter Hartley. 
Joe Hirst. 

James H. Midgley. 
William Mitchell. 
Tom Parker. 

Frank Pickles. 
Joseph. Platt. 

G. Pritchard. 

Joe H. Shackleton. 
Harry Shuttleworth. 
Frederick J. Starkie. 
Sidney Taylor. 

T. Taylor. 

John Thorp, 

Fredk. White. 
James Whitworth. 
Tom Wood. 


R.G.A. 


George Bloomer. 
Albert Farrar. 
Charles Greenwood. 
John Grindrod. 
Albert Jackson. 
Sam Lord. 

Ernest Rogers. 


William El. Singleton. 


Henry Sutcliffe. 
Charles A. Suthers. 
Austin Thorp. 
William Williamson. 
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Royal Engineers. 
Leonard B. Dawson. 
Young Jackson. 
Wilfrid Kingsbury. 
Louis Miles. 

John W. Smith, 
Fred Stephenson. 
Lord Sunderland. 
Ellis Wilkinson. 


Grenadier Guards. 


Clarence A. Brown, 
Arthur Greenwood. 
William T. Judson. 
John R. Widdup. 
James Wynn. 


Coldstream Guards. 


Joseph W. Bamforth. 
Ronald Boothman. 
William FE. Cryer. 
Harry Grindrod. 
Harry Lawer. 

C. H. Smith, 


Seots Guards. 
Louis J. Clay. 
Abraham Dawson. 
Wilbert Sunderland. 
Peter Walsh. 

David D. Watt. 
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East Kent Regt. 
W. 8S. Carlton. 


Royal Lancaster Regt. 


Edwin Greenwood. 
John McHugh. 
George A. Stenhouse. 
Wilbert Sunderland. 


Northumberland Fus. 


Joseph Ackroyd. 
Richard Anker. 
Harold Anthony. 
Henry Atkinson. 
Fulton C. Barr. 

J. S. Chapman. 
Harry Crossley. 
Jonas W. Crowther. 
Albert S. Eastwood. 
Fred Greenwood. 
John H. Greenwood. 
Arthur Halstead. 
Herbert Hartley. 
Perey W. Helliwell. 
Fred Hirst. 
Freeman Jackson. 
George H. Kershaw. 
Willie Lord. 

Perey Marshall. 
Ernest Miles. 
Herbert Neil. 
Harold Ogden. 
Fielden Stott. 
Joseph Sutcliffe. 
Wilfred Tidswell. 
James Uttley. 
Herbert Wilkinson. 
Joseph E. Wilson. 


Royal Warwickshires. 


Robert Iddon. 


Royal Fusiliers. 


Fred Holden. 

Henry Jackson. 
Benny Pickles. 

Alyah Sunderland. 
Joseph E. Sunderland. 


Liverpool Regiment. 
Frank Carling. 

F. Fosbrook. 

John T’. Melling. 

J. Fred Milthorp. 
Herbert Taylor. 


Norfolk Regiment. 
Robert Newell. 


Lincolnshire Regiment. 


Ernest W. Butterworth. 
Edgar Crossley. 

George H. Gudgeon. 
Granville Simpson. 


Devonshire Regiment. 


Harry Carpenter. 
Clarence Gartside. 
William Feber. 
Ernest J. Highley. 
Albert Howorth. 
Tom Jackson. 
Walter L. Law. 
Clarence Lee. 
James Lord. 

Tom Miay. 
Richard Potter. 
Charles H. Reekes. 


Herbert Rushworth. 


Ronald Shackleton. 
Charles Shoreman. 
Harry Smith. 
Granville Sutcliffe. 
Leonard Tootill. 
Harold Wadsworth. 
Johnnie T. Walker. 
Arthur Walton. 


Suffolk Regiment. 


Samuel Ingham. 
EH. Ruffle. 


West Yorkshire Regt. 


Thomas F. Ayrton. 
John H. Barnes. 
Leonard Butterworth. 
Allan Crabtree. 


207 


Edward Davies. 
Thomas Davies. 
John W. Eastwood. 
John Fielden. 

John W. Firth. 
Elias Gore. 
Bernard Greenwood. 
George Greenwood. 
John R. Greenwood. 
Kdward S. Halstead. 
Frank Helliwell. 
T. Jackson. 

John A. Limbert. 
Fred Luxford. 
William Marshall. 
Ernest Mideley. 
Ronald $8. Midgley. 
James Pickles. 

N. Ratcliffe. 
Charles Rowley. 
George E, Speight. 
Albert Sutcliffe. 
Samuel Sutcliffe. 
Tom Sutcliffe. 
Harold Walton. 
Fred Wilkinson. 
Fred Williamson. 


Kast Yorkshire Regt. 


John Bulcock. 
Ashton Greenwood. 
Walter Greenhalgh. 
Harry Howorth. 
Mark Law. 

Walter Lingard. 
William Midgley. 
James A, Pearson. 
S. L. Slater. 

J. W. Stansfield. 
W. Sutherland. 
Perey B. Walker. 


Bedfordshire Regiment. 
John H. Wadsworth. 


Leicestershire Regt. 


Norman FE. Marshall. 
Ernest Southwell. 
John Ross. 
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Yorkshire Regiment. 


William H. Ansell. 
Albert Brown. 
Fred W. Crabtree. 
Walter Greenhalgh. 
Harry Horsfall. 
John Pilling. 
Peter Speak. 

Fred Taylor, 
Arthur R. Thomas. 


Lancashire Fusiliers. 


Benjamin Ackroyd. 
George Adams. 
Alfred Ashton. 
William Bailey. 
Frank A. Barker. 
John L. Barker. 
Robert Barker. 
Harry Baron. 

J. E. Benbow. 
James Black. 
Lauchlan L. Black. 
John Blackwell. 
Fred Boocock. 
James C. Brennan. 
Wilson Butterworth. 
John W. Callon. 
William H. Carpenter. 
Charles H. Chadwick. 
John W. Child. 
Edward Clarke. 
Herbert Clarke. 
Wilfred Clarke. 
Wallace Clarke. 
William Claxton. 
John H. Cockcroft. 
Walter Cockcroft. 
Sidney J. Cook. 
Herbert Coupe. 
Lewis Crabtree. 
Ezra Crooks. 

Frank Crossley. 
Harold Crowther. 
Frark Cryer. 
Jonathan Cryer. 
William Davies. 
Arthur Dawson. 
David Dawson. 
Willie Dawson. 
Albert Dean. 


James EH. Dennett. 
John Harnshaw. 
John W. Earnshaw. 
Willie Edmondson. 
George Fllis. 

John W. Ellison. 
John W. Farrar. 
Walter Farrar. 
Allan Fielden. 

Fred Fielden. 

Fred Fielder. 

John Flaherty. 
Harold Fordham. 
Jack Forrest, 
Thomas Grannan. 
Hrnest Greenwood. 
Ernest Greenwood. 
Harold Greenwood. 
Herbert Greenwood. 
John W. Greenwood. 


Richard A. Greenwood. 


Thomas Greenwood. 
Thomas Greenwood. 
Walter Greenwood. 


William A. Greenwood. 


Henry Hargreaves. 
Frank Hartley, 
John Bartley. 

John T. Hartney. 
George H. Hawkes. 
James W. Hazeltine. 
Herbert Hazeltine. 
Harold Henfrey. 
Charles W. Highley. 
John Hocking. 
George Hodgson. 
Jesse Hollinrake. 

J. Perey Holt. 
Ezekiel G. Howarth. 
Othello Howarth. 
David Hughes. 
James M. Hussey. 
Herbert Ingham. 
Walter Jackson, 


Ernest F. P. Johnson. 


John Kelsey. 
James King. 
John Landale. 
James Laycock. 
James Lawrence. 
William Leach. 
William Leah. 
Ernest Lewis. 
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Percy Lingard. 
Richard Livesey. 
James Macintyre. 
Albert Marshall. 
Arthur Marshall. 
F. Marshall. 
Willie Marshall. 
John Mason. 

Fred Mayor. 
Joseph Mills. 
Granville Mitchell. 
James Mitchell. 
James H. Mitchell. 
James W. Mitchell. 
W. Mitchell. 
Hdgar Morris, 
Frank Nicholl. 
John Nightingale. 
Barker Nuttall. 
James W. Nutter. 
John Oldfield. 
Herbert Ormerod. 
Hubert Palfreyman. 
Walter Parkinson. 
John Phillips. 
Fred Pickles. 
Harold D. Pilling. 
Wilfred Popple. 
Joseph Potts. 
Godfrey G. Powell. 
Perey Redman. 
Samuel Rigg. 
Dennis Rogers. 
Frank Scholfield. 
Elijah Scott. 
Albert Seal. 
Frank Simpson. 
Thomas Skelton. 
Edward C. Smith. 
Fred Smith. 
Joshua H. Smith. 
Wilfred Smith. 
William Smith. 
Willie Smith. 
Harold B. Southwell. 
Albert E. Stansfield. 
John W. Stansfield. 
Tom Stansfield. 
James L. Stanton. 
Harry Stott. 
Frank Sutcliffe. 
Norman Sutcliffe. 
W. Sutcliffe. 
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Willie Sutcliffe. 
Willie Sutcliffe. 
Nathan Sykes. 
Arthur ‘Tamblin. 
Willie Tatham. 
Arthur Taylor. 
Harold Taylor. 
Charles W. Thomas. 
James Trippier. 
George Veevers. 
Albert Wall. 
William Walton. 
Walter Waygood. 
John Webster. 
Arthur, Whipp. 
Marshall Whitham, 
Francis L. Williams, 
J. H. Williams, 
James Wood. 
Leonard Wright. 
Sydney P. J. Wright. 


Royal Scots Fusiliers. 
Sam Bentley. 

Clifford A. Carling. 

Will Greenwood. 

Edgar Helliwell. 
Edmund Stead. 


Cheshire Regiment. 


Edgar Knowles. 
R. H. Stansfield. 


Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 


James 'T’. Flood. 
Fred Stansfield. 


South Wales Borderers. 


Walter E. Farrar. . 
George Hammond. 
Robert Walton. 


K..O. Seottish Borderers, 


Edgar Abbott. 
James Crabtree. 
James W. Smith. 


Scottish Rifles. 


Robert Ellis. 
Ernest Stockwell, 


Worcestershire Regt. 
Hrnest Crabtree. 

Sam Flood. 

Willie Metcalfe. 

Richard Robinson. 


Kast Lancashire Reet. 


John H. J. Barker, 
Edward Beech. 
George Butterworth. 
Harold Cooper. 
Edward Cowie. 
John Crowther. 
George A. Davey. 
William Dewhirst. 
Wilfred Firth, 
Charlie Gibson. 
Charles Highley. 
John H. Highley. 
Harry Howorth. 
Joseph Mitchell. 
Albert J. Norton. 
William A. Pearson. 
Frank Shepherd. 
Herbert Stansfield. 
John 'T. Stephenson. 
Tom Sunderland. 
William Whitworth, 


Kast Surrey Regiment. 


Willie Ogden. 
Perey Tamblin. 


Duke of Cornwall's L.1. 


Harry Crowther. 
Thomas W. Crowther. 
Young Dewhirst. 

A. Greenwood. 

Hdwin Kershaw. 

Frank Wialton. 


West Riding Regiment. 


William (. Allister. 
Walter Allen. 

Fred Barker. 

John A. Barker. 
Tom Bell. 

Alfred Bentley. 
Harold Boothman. 
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William Bradley. 
James W. Buckley. 
[lorace Buleock. 
Herbert Butterworth, 
John Butterworth. 
John I, Clegg. 
Harry Crabtree, 
William Crabtree. 
George A. Crowther. 
Wilfred Cunliffe. 
Charles Dawson. 
Herbert Dawson. 
Jonathan Dawson. 
Walter Dawson. 
Thomas Hdmondson. 
Robert H. Feber. 
Harold Fielden. 
Walter Fielden. 
William. Fielden, 
Harold Firth. 

John Firth. 

Gerald Gibson. 
Charles Glasse. 
Harry Graham. 
Albert Greenwood. 
Henry Greenwood. 
Leonard Greenwood. 
John T. Greenwood. 
Sam Greenwood. 
John W. Halstead. 
Arthur Hamnet. 
Joseph Hanley. 
William H. Harris. 
Harold Hiley. 
Herbert Hitchen, 
Albert W. Howarth. 
Robert Jackman. 
Arthur Jackson. 
Thomas Jackson. 
Wilfred T. Johnson. 
John Kershaw. 
John EK. Kershaw. 
Willie Knowles. 
Walter Laycock. 
Albert Lee. 

Ralph Lofthouse. 
George Martin. 

J. Martin. 

Sam Mackriel. 
John E. Mamwell. 
Tom C, Naylor. 
Walter Ormerod. 
Willie Ormerod. 
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John W. Phillips. 
Ronald Pilling. 

Fred Potts. 

Edward G. Powell. 
Roger Powell. 

Herbert Robinson. 
Jobn Shackleton. 
Thomas W. Shackleton. 
John H. Smith. 
William H. Southwell. 
Fred Stansfield. 
William Stansfield. 
Greenwood Sutcliffe. 
Harry Sutcliffe. 

Milton Sutcliffe. 

Harry Varley. 

Ingham Uttley. 

J. W. Walkden. 
Wilfred Widdup. 
William Wilson. 


Wilfred S. Wolverson. 
Frank Woodall. 
John A. Woodhead, 


Border Regiment. 


Leonard Lord. 
Robert Machin. 
Albert. Marshall. 
Richard Sharp. 
Samuel Smith. 


South Staffordshire R. 


Ernest Barker. 
Sam Barker. 
Harold Ellison. 
Walter Fielden. 
Abraham Kaye. 
John W. Knowles. 
Gilbert Stott, 


South Lancashire Ret. 


Wilson Stansfield. 


Welsh Regiment. 


Harold Hargreaves. 


Kssex Regiment. 
Willie Wade. 


Notts. & Derby Regt. 
John J. Calvert. 

John R. Ingham. 
George W. Rohrer. 
Thomas Taylor. 

Herbert Varley. 


Loyal N. Lancs. Regt. 


John Crossley. 
George H. Hastwood. 
Ernest Greenwood. 
Henry de F. Hill. 
William Metcalfe. 
Edwin Mitchell. 
William Robinson. 
Charles E. Slade. 


Royal Berkshire Regt. 


Alfred Crabtree. 


Royal Marines. 


James Holroyd. 


Royal West Kent Regt. 


Alick Gaukroger. 
Hdgar Judson. 

J. E. Lancaster. 
Andrew Pickles. 
Wilfred Robertshaw. 


K.O. Yorkshire U.1. 
William Barr. 

rank Heyworth. 

Albert Hiutton. 

Charles EH. Pickering. 
Charles H. Robertshaw. 
'!’. Robinson. 

Trevor Shaw. 

Perey Smallwood. 
Harry Sutcliffe. 
Thomas W. Taylor. 


Shropshire Light In. 
John W. Ledgard. 


Middlesex Regiment. 
Robert H. Crabtree. 
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King’s Royal Rifles. 
Harry Allister. 

William Crabtree. 
Redman Horsfall. 
Alfred Gill. 

John Rudman. 

Harold Ruhe. 

G. Sunderland. . 


Wiltshire Regiment. 


James Greenwood. 


Manchester Regiment. 


Arthur Calvert. 

Jobn A. Cockeroft. 
Fielden Crabtree. 
Jesse Greenwood. 
William Greenwood. 
John W. Gudgeon. 
John EK. Helliwell. 
Frank Mlarshall. 
William Mitchell, 
William Nelson. 
George D. Stansfield. 
Robert Steele. 
Uttley Stansfield. 
Benjamin J. ‘Vatham. 


North Staffordshire Ret. 
Thomas Barker. 
James W. Crowther. 
James Greenwood. 
Harold F. Hollinrake. 
Tom Spencer. 


York & Lancaster Regt. 


red Ashworth. 
J. W. Hastwood. 
Itarold Fielden. 
Colonel J. Haigh. 
John Marshall. 
Wilbert Mitchell. 
John W. Ogden. 
Fred Taylor. 
Robert Suthers. 
Ermest Shaw. 
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Durham Light Infantry. 


Thomas Crabtree. 
Frank Crowther. 
Sam Fielden. 

Arthur Greenwood. 
Arthur W. Greenwood. 
Paul Greenwood. 
Sydney Greenwood. 
Frank Holden. 

James Pickles, 

Lewis M. Reynolds. 
Thomas Schofield. 
John Taylor. 

Thomas H. Walker. 
Samuel S. Whitham. 
Wilbert S. Whitham. 


Highland Light In. 


Dennis Dolan. 
Arthur Fielden. 
Tom Greenwood. 
Walter Hollis. 
Albert Jackson. 
John Sutcliffe. 


Cameron Highlanders. 


Mark Ingham. 
William Mitchell. 
Norman K. Moore. 


Leinster Regiment. 
Samuel Whitham. 


Rifle Brigade. 


Fred Boyd. 
George Boyd. 
Leslie N. Lord. 


Machine Gun Corps. 


Walter Barker. 
Perey Clifford. 
Arthur D. Heys. 
James W. Jackson. 
Harold Kettley. 
William H. Law. 
Ambrose Manshall. 
Joseph Midgley. 
John Piekersgill. 
Sidney Price. 
Thomas C. Raby. 
William H. Robinson. 
Bannister Walton. 
Francis Wild. 

T. W. Whitehall. 


Royal Army Service 
Corps. 

Thomas Baxter. 

John W. Crossley. 

Fred Earnshaw. 

Harry Helliwell. 

Sebert E. F. Ruddock. 


XI. Training Reserve. 


Wilfred Sharp. 


Labour Corps. 


Tenry Hall. 
Pred Ingham. 
John W. Woodhead. 


Royal Army Medical 
Corps. 

Willie Cockcroft. 

George Dawson. 

John H. Garside. 
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John W. Horsfall. 
Leonard J. Morris. 
H. Price. 

James A. Sonley. 
William Walls. 


Army Ordnance Corps. 
Harold Pilling. 


London Regiment. 
Herbert H. Horsfall. 


Hertfordshire Regt. 
Helliwell Sutcliffe. 


Canadians. 


Will Bond. 

Harry Crossley. 
John Crossley. 
John Uttley. 
Harry Williams. 
Wilbert Wilkinson. 


Australians. 
Herbert W. Greenwood. 


New Zealanders. 
William G. Constance. 


Royal Air Force. 


Thomas Bramley. 
J. Kenneth Gankroger. 
Frank Sutcliffe. 


TODMORDEN AND THE GREAT WAR. 
OPENING CEREMONY. 


The formal opening of the Garden of Remembrance was fixed for Sunday 
afternoon, 9th October, 1921. The occasion was favoured with beautiful 
weather, and the ceremony attracted the largest concourse of people which 
ever assembled in Todmorden within living memory, the crowd numbering not 
less than 15,000 people. The service was an intensely moving and impressive 
one, and left an indelible memory on the minds of all who took part. The 
proceedings commenced with a procession from the Town Hall, headed by the 
band of the 6th Batt. Lancashire Fusiliers, and about a hundred members of 
the local detachment under the command of Capt. J. 8S. Lord, and a similar 
number of ex-Service men. Four little girls dressed in white, daughters of 
soldiers who had fallen in the War, carried a large floral tribute subscribed 
for by the ex-Service men of the Borough. Then came the Mayor (Ald. T. 
Greenwood), the Town Clerk (Mr. H. Garratt), and Major R. H. Barker, M.P. 
(who was to perform the opening ceremony); the sculptor, the architect, and 
the contractor: members of the Outside Memorial Committee, members of the 
Town Council, and Corporation officials. Near the entrance to the Garden 
railed off enclosures were provided for the relatives of the fallen, the soldiers 
and ex-Service men, and the Todmorden Male Voice Choir and the Todmorden 
Glee and Madrigal Union, who were present to lead the singing, accompanied 
by about a dozen members of the Todmorden Old Brass Band, conducted by 
Mr. W. Mitchell. 


The service commenced with the singing of a verse of the National 
Anthem, accompanied by the Fusiliers’ Band, and after the Mayor’s opening 
remarks came the special memorial hymn :— 


““() Valiant Hearts, who to your glory came 
Through dust.of conflict and through battle-flame ; 
Tranquil you lie, your knightly virtue proved, 


Your memory hallowed in the Land you loved.” 
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Major Barker then gave an appropriate address, and withdrew the Union 
Jack which veiled the main entrance to the Garden. Rev. J. H. Lomax, 
Vicar of Harley Wood, a member of the Memorial Committee, offered the 
following dedicatory prayer :— 


‘“ Being mindful that in a garden He suffered His agony Who said: 
‘Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends,’ and that in a garden was vouchsafed the first vision of our 
risen Saviour, I dedicate this Garden of Remembrance to the Greater 
Glory of God and to the Glorious Memory of the men of Todmorden who 
fought and died in the Great. War, and whose names are herein recorded. 
In this Garden may the vision that brings hope and trust be granted to 
those who mourn, and may the recollections of this great sacrifice inspire 
us all to lead noble and unselfish lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 


Then came the hymn “ Lord, while for all mankind we pray, and prayer 
by the Rev. E. W. Thomas, followed by the Lord’s Prayer, the service 


concluding with the Blessing, pronounced by the Rev. J. H. Lomax. 


A firing party of the Gth Lancashire Fusiliers fired three volleys, and four 
trumpeters from the Battalion Band sounded the Last Post and the Reveille. 


The ex-Service men and the Territorials then entered the Garden, forming 
a guard of honour and lining the paths, followed by the Mayoral party and 
four little girls dréssed in white, carrying the tribute of the ex-Nervice men, 
which they laid on the edge of the water basin in front of the figure of 
St. George. ‘The relatives of the men whose names are on the tablets were 
admitted by the main entrance, and the general public were admitted 
afterwards. There was a continual. stream of people, marshalled by the police 
and the Service men, throughout the whole afternoon till the time for the 
closing of the Park at dusk, when there were still many hundreds who had 
not been able to gain admission. Large numbers also visited the garden on 
each day during the following week. 
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A touching feature of the opening ceremony was the very large number 
of beautiful floral wreaths, contributed by relatives and friends of the fallen 
men. These numbered nearly 600, and were placed in the asphalted space in 
front of the tablets, and hung on the Terrace wall on special holders attached 
to brass hooks fixed in the wall for that purpose. To each was attached a card, 
with the name and regiment of the soldier, and expressing in most cases the 
sentiments of the bereaved relatives by text or motto. The tribute from the 
ex-Service men of the Borough bore the inscription “ From the ex-Service 
men of Todmorden. In remembrance of the Pals who fought with us.” In 
addition to the individual and family wreaths there were tributes from the 
St. John Ambulance Association, Lumbutts Sunday School, Castle Grove 
Sunday School, and one each from the officers, sergeants, and the rank and 
file of the 6th Lancashire Fuisliers, that from the officers being placed in 
position by Lieut.-Col. Gledhill. The two portions of lawn on each side of the 
central path near the main entrance had been very effectively decorated by 
friends connected with Bridge Street Sunday School. On one side was erected 
a broken column neatly draped with creepers and trailers, and the motto, 
pricked out in white flowers, “ Victory won.” On the other was a large white 
cross, six feet in height, entirely enveloped in white flowers, decked with a few 
brightly coloured ones, and festooned with trailers of smilax. In front, also 
pricked out in white flowers against the green turf, was the sword 


** Remembrance.” 


Members of the St. John Ambulance Association and the Todmorden 
Nursing Division were on duty, and rendered valuable service in the case of 
several elderly people who were overcome with the excessive heat and the 
intense emotion inseparable from such an oceasion. The Boy Scouts also 
rendered useful service in giving out hymn sheets and in other ways. 
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A MEDITATION. 


1S ieee a garden was, all roses. 

Here bloomed many-hued and fragrant flowers. 
A mid-vale plot, low lying between high hills 
Gave eyes’ delight, and heartsease to the weary 


Now is the garth for ever given to nobler use; 

A sanctuary henceforth, a Garden of Remembrance. 
Green sward, panelled walls, over-arching trees: 
All harmoniously joined in one purpose of gratitude. 


Here shall be fostered the recognition of a deeper beauty, 
The sense ot a fragrance beyond that of the rose; 

The glorious flowering of the spirit of heroic men; 

The achievement of life’s fulness in the laying of it down. 


Here we recall the men of our valley and uplands; 

We name them, and remember their unselfish resolve, 

The patience of long endeavour, the weariness of their suffering; 

The greatness of their accomplishment, the sublimity of their sacrifice. 


Their dust we cannot bring back to the familiar green vale, 

Their names are set. for remembrance in enduring stone. 

Their glory shall not fade, while virtue abides among us. 

Their spirit, surely, shall be breathed upon us, while we remember them. 


Here, as we sit, their forms are again present to the eye; 

They shout in boyish sport; they climb the rough. hills; 

‘They grow strong in the bleak air; they come to years of manhood. 
Citizens are they, and know the joy of living. 


Came the great call to a manhood go nurtured ; 

Instant responded the swift passion for freedom and justice. 
Mnduring hard service, they went out, and ventured their all, 
Losing their life, they gained it, shall have it perpetually. 


Rev. J. S. MORRIS, 


Wesleyan Superintendent, Todmorden. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


Lecat Diary oF THE War. 


1914. 


August 2nd—Stationmaster at Todmorden received telegram from the 
, Superintendent of the Lime: ~“ Naval Reserves mobilised- Honour warrants 
and give every facihty for transport.” Reference made at local Churches to 
impendizg crisis, and prayers offered for peace. 


August trd—Lovcal Postmaster received notice that Post Office was te 
remaim open all night until further notice, for telegraphic business. Meeting 
of lecal Commany of National Reserves held at the Drill Hall. About 60 men 
turned up. and cemmeaced drilling under ex-Uapi. Eastwood. 


August 4th—Local Terniorials embodied. Number mobilised, 221. 


August 9th—Dr. Russell received telegram asking how many members of - 
the Ambulance Brigade were prepared to join the R_A.M_C. for active service; 
26 velunteered. Town's meeting ~ to consider the unfortunate happenings in 
Europe ~ abandoned. Mr. S. Cliffe, M-R-C_V.S., appointed for this district te” 
purchase remounts for the Army. Panic buying at the shops: flour advanced | 
kd. per stone: bread advanced dd per loaf. Twenty-one local Reservists left 
Todmorden to join their respective regiments. 


August (th—Local Territorials left Todmorden for Rochdale, after 
attending service ai the Parish Church. 
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August 8th_—Peace meeting at Co-operative Hall; addresses given against 
our entry into the War. 


August 1lth—Todmorden Territorials asked to volunteer for service 
abroad, with the regular Army if necessary. One hundred and forty-nine 
volunteered, including all the officers—Capts. Gledhill and Barker and Lieuts. 
Smith, Holden and Lord. 


August 14th.—Local Distress Committee appointed. Local railway 
bridges, tunnels, viaducts, and reservoirs guarded day and night. 


August 16th—Intercession service at Parish Church, attended by Mayor 
and Corporation, and representatives of the Free Churches. 


August lith—Weavers’ Association suspend contributions by members 
serving with the Colours. Twenty-three more Territorials volunteer for 
foreign service, raising the total to 172 out of 221. 

August 18th.—Meeting of Todmorden ladies, convened by the Mayoress, 
and addressed by Mrs. E. B. Fielden, held at Town Hall, and Ladies’ 


Committee constituted. Queen Mary's Needlework Guild inaugurated, 
August 20th.—Territorials leave Rochdale for Turton. 
August 21st.—Intercessory services held at Parish Churches and for the 
Free Churches at York! Street. Joint meeting of Mducation Committee and 
head teachers to arrange for feeding of necessitous school children. 


J 


August 25rd —Collections for Distress Fund at local places of worship. 


August 24th—Feeding of school children begins. 

August 29th—Twelve Todmorden Ambulance men leave for hospital 
service at: Dover. 

September 1st.—Great recruiting meeting at the Yown Hall, presided over 
by the Mayor, and addressed by Capt. Gledhill, Mr. KE. B. Fielden, Mv. John 
Barker and others. 

September 2nd.—Second batch of 20 Todmorden Ambulance men leave fo1 
service at Netley Hospital. Application made for use of Centre Vale mansion 
as temporary hospital for sick and wounded soldiers and sailors. 
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September 3rd.—Another recruiting meeting at Town Hall, attended by 
active service Territorials, and addressed by Capts. Gledhill and Barker. 
One hundred and thirty-eight recruits join Territorials for foreign service, 
and leave Todmorden for Rochdale next morning. 


September 4th.—Meeting of the party agents, convened by the Mayor, held 
at the Town Hall, decides that retiring Town Councillors should not be 
opposed. 


September 7th.—Civilan Recruiting Committee formed. 


September 9th.—Territorials left Turton for Egypt, passing) through 
Todmorden en route. 


" September LOth.—Territorials sailed from Southampton. 


September 14th.—Recruiting commenced tor Territorial Reserve Batt., 
and ceased on September 26th; number enrolled for active service, 137. One 
of the local motor buses commandeered by the military authorities. 


September 16th—Local Yeomanry leave Todmorden for Whalley Range. 
September 26th.—Todmorden Territorialy and Yeomanry arrive in Egypt. 
October 16th.—First Belgian Refugees arrive in ‘Todmorden. 
October 19th.—Belgian Refugees Local Committee appointed. 


November 3rd.—Instructions received to prepare Centre Vale mansion to 
receive wounded soldiers. 


November 15th.—Information received of two Todmorden men killed at 
the front—Pte. W. Nelson, Stonehouse Cottage, Walsden (killed October 13th), 
und Pte. Sam Ingham, Bacup Road (killed October 27th). 


November 17th.—Sixteen wounded soldiers arrive at Centre Vale Hospital. 
November 24th.—Great recruiting meeting at the Town Hall, addressed 


by the Mayor, Sir Ryland Adkins, M.P., Mr. Will Crooks, M.P., Mr Jas: 
lligham, M.P., and Mr. EK. B. Fielden, J.P. 
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December 12th.—Mayor and Mayoress entertain nearly 800 relatives and 
dependants of Todmorden men, who have volunteered for the War. 


December 16th.—Gift of 18) pheasants and six hares received from His 
Majesty the King for the wounded soldiers at Centre Vale Hospital. 


December 18th.—Volunteer Training Corps for Todmorden formed. 


1915. 


January 3rd.—Intercession services at local places of worship. Mayor and 
Corporation attend service at Todmorden Parish Church in the morning, and 
York Street Wesleyan Church in, the afternoon. 

January 5th.—Death of one of the Belgian Refugees at York Place— 
Mdlle. Marie Van Hoey. 

January 6th.—Successful reception and whist drive by Queen Mary’s 
Needlework Guild at the Weavers’ Institute. 

February 15th.—Protest meeting at Todmorden against increase of food 
prices. 


visi’ of London 


February 15th.—Recruiting meeting at Walsden 
Caledonian Pipe Band. 

Mareh 2nd.—Ten local Ambulance men return home, having completed 
six months’ service with the R.A.M.C. 

March 25th.—Todmorden magistrates restrict hours for sale of intoxicants 
in clubs and ‘‘ pubs’’; sale, supply and consumption to cease each evening 
at 9-30. 

April 9th.—Twelve Todmorden V.A.I). women volunteer for service as 
probationary nurses at home or abroad. 

April 24th.—Recruiting appeals at local picture palaces, 

May 1st.—Todmorden Territorials leave Egypt for Gallipoli. 

May 5th.—Territorials arrive at Gallipoli. 

May 6th.—Territorials have their “ baptism of fire.” 
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May 18th.—Great recruiting demonstration at Todmorden. 2nd/6th Batt. 
Lancashire Fusiliers leave Southport for Crowborough. 


May 19th.—News received in Todmorden of ‘Territorial casualties in 
Gallipoli fighting. 


June 4th.—Territorials again in severe fighting in Gallipoli. 
June 28th.—Flag Day at Todmorden: £166 raised for Q.M.N.G. 


July 2nd.—Local committee formed for relief of distressed Belgians in 
Belgium. 


July 6th.—%3rd/6th Lancashire Fusiliers leave Rochdale for Southport. 
July 24th—Khaki gymkhana for Centre Vale Hospital raised! £460. 


July 3lst—Garden party and féte at The Shaw for distressed Belgians in 
Belgium realised £230. 


August 4th.—First anniversary of the War—Todmorden casualties 
reported to date : 56 killed; 3 unofficially reported killed. 


August 7th—Todmorden Territorials again in severe fighting: Lieut. 
Harold Smith, Lieut. J. H. J. Barker, and Company Sergt.-Major John Mason 
among the killed. 


August 15th.—National Register taken. 
September 5rd.—Belgian Flag Day realised £149. 


September 24th.—Great open-air recruiting meeting on the Market 
Ground. 


September 15th.—Battle of Loos: many ‘Todmorden casualties. 


October 51st.—Commemoration service at the Parish Church for soldiers 
and sailors of the Borough who had fallen in the War. 

November 3rd.—Local committee formed in connection with Lord Derby’s 
recruiting scheme. 

November 30th.—Presentation of five Distinguished Conduct Medals to 
Territorials at Todmorden, 
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1916. 


January 2nd.—Intercession service at Bridge Street, addressed by the 
Rev. Canon Lightfoot, of Cross Stone, and the Rev. R. A. Boothman, of Shore. 


January 5th.—First meeting of local Advisory Committee, Mr. W. A. 
Simpson-Hinchliffe, J.P., appointed military representative. 

January 9th.—Evacuation of Gallipoli. 

January 17th.—First meeting of local Military Tribunal, held in camera. 


February 16th.—Restricted Lighting Order comes into force. Great 
business done locally in air raid insurance, 


February 22nd.—Local Tribunal sat for the first time in public. 


March 10th.—Local committee formed to raise fund for Red Cross Society : 
amount raised, £2,583. 


March 14th.—Todmorden conscientious objectors before the Tribunal. 

March 27th—Mons Mill Flag Day, raised £100. 

June 2nd—Flag Day for St. John, Ambulance Association; amount 
raised £127. 

June 7th.—Centre Vale Hospital temporarily closed. 


June 27th.—Meeting of Women’s War Employment Committee to 
arrange canvass for women workers to take the place of men who have gone 
to the War. 


July Ist.—Battle of the Somme begins: many Todmorden casualties. 

July 15th.—Centre Vale Hospital re-opened: 50 patients admitted. 

August 4th.—Second anniversary of the War—Todmorden casualties in 
second year: killed 74, missing 12, unofficially reported killed 2. 

August 8th.—War Savings Committee formed at Todmorden. 


August 18th—-Local fund opened for Y.M.C.A.; amount raised 
£1,752 17s. 2d. 
November 17th.—Protest meeting in Town Hall against food prices. 
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LOD 


January 10th.—Meeting of local farmers at Town Hall to consider what 
could be done locally to increase food production. 

February 12th.—Great War Loan meeting at Town Hall. Speeches by 
Sir Ryland Adkins, M.P., Mr. J. S. Higham, M.P., Mr. KE. B. Fielden, J.P., and 
others. 

March 2nd.—Meeting to promote National Service Scheme: Local 
Committee appointed. 


April 9th.—Todmorden Farmers’ Association, monster whist drive and 
dance at the Town Hall. 


May 3rd.—Many casualties among Todmorden men in Yorkshire regiments 
in France. 


May 5th.—Mr. Simpson-Hinchliffe resigns position as military representa- 
tive. Mr. T. Ashton and Ald. Wm. Ormerod, J.P., appointed to succeed him 
for Todmorden and Hebden Bridge respectively. 


May 25th.—Mons Mill sports and gala day, raised £430. 


June 5th.—Food economy conference at Todmorden. Food Control 
Committee enlarged. Resolution against food profiteering. 


June 15th.—Todmorden Farmers’ effort for Centre Vale Hospital; taised 
£250. 3 


August 21st—New Food Control Committee under Lord Rhondda’s 
Scheme appointed. 


September 26th.—Local Coal Control Committee fix maximum prices for 
sale of coal by retail. Sugar cards distributed. 


November 4th.—In Memoriam service at Todmorden Parish Church for 


353 Todmorden men who had paid the supreme sacrifice; attended by the Mayor 
and, Corporation. 


November 9th.—War aims meeting at Todmorden. 


November 24th.—Proposed I.L.P. meeting in Town Hall, to be addressed 
by Mrs. Philip Snowden, frustrated by local discharged soldiers. 


December 21st and 22nd.—Margarine queue scenes at Todmorden. 
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January 1st.—Rationing scheme for butter and margarine adopted by Food 
Control Committee. 


January 4th.—United intercessory service at the Town Hall. King’s 
proclamation read. 

January 9th.—First of a series of lectures at Todmorden on food 
production. 

January 14th.—Local Food Inspector appointed; meat rationing scheme 
adopted. 

February 10th.—First of a series of war time cookery lectures at 
Todmorden. 

February 15th.—Todmorden Prisoners of War Fund opened. 

March 4th and 9th eta Business Men’s Week: total invested in 
National War Bonds, £152,595 

March 21st.—Beginning of the great, German offensive: many ‘Todmorden 
casualties, including over 60 Todmorden men taken prisoner. 

Mareh 25th.—First meeting of Local Labour Advisory Committee. 

April 6th.—Todmorden’s second Red Cross appeal: amount. raised 
£2,400, making with result of first appeal a total of £5,000. 

April 12th.—Meatless week-end at Todmorden. 

June 21st—Mons Mill gala for Centre Vale Hospital, amount realised 
about £400. 

August 6th.—Mr. Tf. King’s gymkhana for Prisoners of War Fund, 
raised £226 5s. Od. Ilousehold Fuel and Lighting Order published. 

August 10th.—Shade Soldiers’ and Sailors’ sports and gala at Dobroyd 
Castle for Prisoners of War Fund, realised £142 11s. 3d. 

September 22nd.—Press Prisoners of War Fund transferred to local 
representative committee. Total amount raised to date of transfer 
£1,044 Os. 3d.; balance handed to new committee £407 10s. 7d. 

October 31st.—Last sitting of Todmorden Military Tribunal; Town Clerk 
reported that Tribunal had had to decide on nearly 5,200 cases. 
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November 11th_—Germany accepts Armistice terms. Fighting stops 
TL a.m. . 

November 15th.—Great Armistice rejoicings at Todmorden, Free concerts 
at the Town Ilall and Co-operative Hall; free dance at the Drill Hall. 
Speeches by the Mayor, Ald. J. R. Dawson, and others. 

November 22nd.—United thanksgiving service for peace in the Town Hall, 
the Mayor in the chair. 


November 25th.—Todmorden prisoners of war begin to arrive home from 
Germany. 


December 14th.—General Election; Major R. H. Barker elected for 
Sowerby Division as representative of the D.S. and S. Association. 
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January 29th.—Meeting to consider question of War Memorial for 
Todmorden. Decided to raise a sum of £10,000 for the relief of sufferers from 
the war and distress in general. 

January 51st—Dinner in the Town Ilall to returned prisoners of war. 

February 14th.—Discharged Soldiers’ Club in Halifax Road opened by 
Capt. J. KE. Sutcliffe. 

March 28th.—Farewell gathering to workers in connection with Centre 
Vale Hospital. 

April 15th.—Local branch of the League of Nations Union formed in 
‘Todmorden. 

May 23rd.—Todmorden Territorials’ re-union, social and dance. Speeches 
by Lieut.-Col. Gledhill and Major Barker, M.P. 

July 23rd.—Tablet to Lieut.-Col. Austin Thorp, D.S.0., unveiled in St. 
Mary’s Church. 

August 3rd—United thanksgiving service in Centre Vale Park. 

August 4th—Local Peace celebration: Procession, sports in the Park, 
presentation of gold watches to 27 distinguished service men, fireworks in 
the Park, and flares on the hilltops. 
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August 6th.—Treat to old folks in connection with Peace Celebration. 


August 15th.—Final meeting in connection with Centre Vale Hospital, 
for disposal of balance. 
September 13th.—Local treat to ex-Service men of Todmorden. 
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September 27th.—Local treat. to dependants and relatives of fallen men. 
September 27th—October 5th.—Great railway strike. 


November 11th—Anniversary of Armistice Day. Two minutes’ silence 
and cessation of normal activities in remembrance of fallen soldiers. 


June 30th.—Local Food Control Committee disbanded. 


November 11th.—Second anniversary of Armistice Day. Two minutes’ 
silence and cessation of normal activities again observed ; unveiling of London 
Cenotaph by the King, and burial of the Unknown Warrior in Westminster 
Abbey. 


November 15th.—Last meeting of local War Relief Committee; work 
taken over by committee appointed by trustees of War Memorial Scheme. 
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October 9th.—Local War Memorial and Garden of Remembrance in Centre 
Vale Park opened in the presence of 15,000 people by Major R. IH. Barker, M.P. 


November 11th—Third anniversary of Armistice Day. °'lwo minutes’ 
silence again observed. in remembrance of those who fell in the War, 
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OuTsTaANDING DaTEs IN THE GREAT WorLD STRUGGLE, 


1914. 


28.—Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his 
wife assassinated in Sarajevo. 
28.—War declared by Austria on Serbia. 


1.—Germany declares war on Russia. 

3.—Germany declares war on France. 

4.—Germans invade Belgium. 

4.—Great Britain declares war on 
Germany. 

10.—France declares war on Austria. 

12.—Great Britain declares war on 
Austria. 

16.—Expeditionary Force landed in 
France. 


23.—Mons retreat begins. 
23.—Japan 
28.—British Naval victory off Heligoland. 
5.—End of retreat from Mons to Marne. 
6 to 11.—Battle of the Marne. 
9.—Antwerp occupied by Germans. 


declares war on Germany. 


%).--Battle of Ypres—Armentieres opens. 
1.—Naval action off Coronel. 
5.—Great Britain 
Turkey. 
8.—-Naval hattle off the Talklands. 
16. 


declares war on 


Germans bombard West Hartlepool, 


Searborough, and Whitby, killing 
127 civilians. 


25.—-First aeroplane raid on England. 


1915. 
24.—Naval hattle off Dogger Bank. 
22.—Fall of Przemysl to the Russians. 
14.—First Zeppelin raid on England. 
22.—Seeond hattle of Ypres begins. 
25.—Allied Forces land in Gallipoli. 


May 
May 
May 


June 


June 
July 


Aug. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Dec. 


Jan. 
Reh. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
May 
May 


June 
July 
Aug. 
Dee. 
Dee. 


Dec. 


Dec. 
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7.-Lusitania torpedoed and sunk. 
21.—Italy declares war on Austria. 
25.—Coalition Cabinet formed. 

retaken by German and 
Austrian forces. 


3.—Przemysl 


22.—Austrian—Germans recapture Lem- 
berg. 

9,—Conquest of German South-West 
Africa. 


4.—Fall of Warsaw. 

5.—Allied forces land at Salonica. 

9.—Belgrade occupied. 

14.—Bulgaria at war with Serbia. 

14.—First Zeppelin raid over London. 

15.—Sir Douglas Haig replaces Sir John 
French British 
Chief. 


as Commander-in- 


1916. 


§8.—Hnd of evacuation of Gallipoli. 
21.— Verdun battle begun. 

24.—Trish rebellion. 

29.—Fall of Kut. 
24.—British Conscription Act passed. 


31.—-Great Naval battle off coast of 
Jutland. 

5.—Loss at sea of Lord Kitchener and 
staff. 

1._Somme hattle begun. 

27.— Roumania enters the War. 

3.—Mr. Asquith resigns. 

7.—Mr. Lloyd George becomes Prime 
Minister, . 

12.—General Nivelle succeeds General 
Joffre in command of the French 
Army. 


20.—President Wilson’s first Peace Note. 


Jan, 
eb. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Mar. 


Mar. 


May 


May 


. 31.—Unvrestricted 
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1917. 


submarine 
announced by Germany. 


warfare 


. 24.—British re-take Kut. 
. 12.—Russian Revolution. 
. 17.—Bagdad taken by British. 


5.—America declares war on Germany. 
12.--King Constantine abdicates. 
26.—First Americans arrive in France. 
14.—Bethmann-Holwegg resigns. 
3.—Germans capture Riga. 


. 10.—Kerensky assumes control of Russian 


Government. 
27.--Fall of Gorizia—enemiy 
100,000 Italian prisoners. 
1.—Count Hertling replaces Michaelis 
as German. Chancellor. 
20.—General Byng, with tanks, breaks 
Hindenburg line facing Cambrai. 
3.—Russian General Staff surrender to 
Bolsheviks. 
6.—Fall of Jerusalem. 


claim 


1918. 
8.—President Wilson enunciates his 14 
points. 
10.—Trotsky announces that Russia is no 
longer at war. 
16.—Gen. Sir Win. Robertson resigns as 
Chief of General Staff. 
2.—Russo-German peace signed at Brest- 
Litowvsk. 
21.—German attempt to smash British 
Army begins. 
29.—Gen, Foch appointed Generalissimo. 
April 18.-—Lord Milner becomes War Secre- 
tary. 
§.—H.M.S. Vindictive sunk as obstruc- 
tion in Ostend harbour. 
9.—Last aeroplane raid on England. 
an 
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Sept. 


Sept. 
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Oct. 
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Oct. 
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Oct. 
Oct. 


Oct. 
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2.—German advance on Marne checked. 

12.—German dash for Paris. 

15.—Foch regains definite initiative by 
counter attack between Soissons 
and Chateau-Thierry. 

20.—Germans recross the Marne.. 

2.—Fall of Soissons. Enemy still re- 
treating. 

5.—Last Zeppelin raid on England. 

8.—British attack , begun on 20-mile 
front east of Amiens. ' 

27.—British advance along the whole 
front. 

5.—German retreat from the, Somme 
line. 

15.—Austrian Peace Note. 
makes offer to Belgium, 


Germany 


19.—British advance in Palestine. 


25.—Bulgarians ask for an armistice. 


27.—President Wilson adds his “ five 


conditions ” to the 14 points. 
}).—Bulgaria surrenders unconditionally. 
3.—Prinve Max of Baden 

German Chancellor. 


becomes 


3.—Breach in the Hindenburg line. 

6.—Prince Max asks President Wilson 
to summon peace conference. 

7.—President Wilson demands German 
evacuation. 

11.—Whole German front breaking. 

13.—Germans accept President Wilson’s 
terms. 

17.-British land at Ostend. 

21.—-Gerinan Government replies to 
President Wilson protesting against 
charge of atrocities. 

28.--Austria asks for separate peace. , 

31.—Turkey surrenders and signs 
Armistice. 

3.—Austria signs Armistice. 


Novy. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


6.—British, French and Americans Novy. 8.—Revolution spreading throughout 
launch simultaneous attacks from Germany. 
Valenciennes to the Meuse. An- Nov. 9.—Kaiser abdicates, The Reds seize 


rn 
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nouncement in Parliament that 
Versailles Conference had drafted 
Armistice terms to be communicated 
to Germany on application under 
the white Hag to Foch. 


Germans in retreat on  100-1mile 
Front in France. Announced that 
plenipoteniaries had left Berlin for 
Focl’s Headquarters. 

—Mutiny at Kiel. 


Nov. 9.— 


Nov. 11.—Mons occupied at dawn. 


the public offices in Berlin, and 
United Socialists under Chancellor 
Ebert form government. 


At Guildhall 


Geddes said 


ordered oul a 


refused. 


signed 5 a.m. 


Banquet, Sir Bric 


German Fleet was 


fortnight ago, and 


Hostilities cease 


a.m. Empire vejoicings begin. 
Noy. 21.—-Surrender of German I'lect. 


Armistice 


1 


1919. 


June 21.—German leet scuttled at Scapa 
Flow. 


June 28.—Peace roaty signed at Versailles. 


ADDENDA. 


SrucriaAL CONSTABLES. 


Another presentation of medals for service in the local Special 
Constabulary (in addition to those mentioned on page 161) was made 
on May 18th, 1922. The Mayor (Ald. 'T. Greenwood) made the 
presentation. The recipients were Percival Barker, John MNdward 
Cropper, Wm. Dean, John Mitton, Leonard George Ogden, Arthur 
James Scholfield, Thos. Arthur Sutcliffe, Samuel Sutcliffe, and 
James H. Walton. 


In addition to being mentioned in despatches for work in Salonica 
in 1917, Sergt.-Major I’. Sutcliffe, R.A.M.C., was in May, 1922, awarded 
the Medaille des Epidemies by the French. 
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